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Mil 


ss  Mary  Hall  Leads  the 
Fight  Against  $15,000 
Appropriation. 


PUPIL'     TELL     OP     ALLEGED 
MISMANAGEMENT  THERE. 


If  the  Printing  Shop,  Which  Is  of 
No  Use  to  the  Inmates  Is  He- 
me veci,it  Is  Claimed,  There  Will 
be  No  Necessity  for  Additional 
Buildings. 


I  The  hearing  on  the  resolution  appro- 
priating $15,000  to  the  Connecticut  In- 
Istitute  for  the  Blind,  continued  from 
yesterday,  was  held  before  the  appro- 
priations committee  of  the  legislature 
this  afternoon. 

Miss  Mary  Hall  said  she  appeared  as 
a  taxpayer  and  as  a  member  of  the 
State  Board  of  Charities,  although  the 
board,  she  said,  had  decided  not  to  op- 
pose the  resolution  as  a  board.  Two 
are  seeking  re-election  and  another  is 
looking  for  a  raise  of  salary.  She  did 
not  want  to  be  understood  as  anything 
but  a  friend  of  the  blind.  Had  she  an- 
other life  to  live  she  would  see  what 
she  could  do  for  those  blind  persons 
whom  she  felt  the  state  of  Connecticut 
had  left  stranded.  She  first  heard 
of  this  institution  from  another  state 
where  a  minstrel  company  fitted  out  with 


coaciies,  was  traveling  aoout  tne  coun- 
try begg-ing-  its  way  and  representing 
that  the  state  was  not  caring  for  its 
blind.  Next  there  was  a  store,  backed 
by  the  capital  of  the  state,  and  that  was 
a  failure.  The  printing  office  which  was 
now  run  in  connection  with  the  institute 
could  be  used  as  the  dormitory  needed 
lor  blind  persons  who  had  come  to  her 
and  told  her  that  what  they  learned  in 
it  was  of  no  value  and  never  could  be  of 
value  to  theni.  A  large  sum  of  money 
was  going  out  continually  in  salaries  to 
seeing  persons  in  that '  printing  office. 
She  felt  sure  that  the  institute  under 
proper  business  management  could  be 
made  to  lay  aside  money  enough  to 
build  all  the  buildings  needed. 

Ther:;  was  mismanagement  sorae- 
whero.  Up  to  within  a  short  time  ago 
she'  said,  the  other  members  of  her 
board  felt  the  same  way  about  the  inKti- 
tuie  as  she  did,  and  there  was  a  reason 
for  their  not  appearing  at  this  time. 
Only  recently  one  of  them  had  said  that 
the  best  thing  that  could  be  done  would 
be-  to  wipe  the  institution  off  the  face 
of  the  earth.  The  state  pupils,  she  said, 
were  crowded  aside  in  favor  of  those 
from  outside  the  state.  If  the  latter 
showed  a  disposition  to  find  fault  they 
were  thrown  out  into  the  world.  As 
state  pupils,  paid  for  by  the  state,  she 
believed  they  had  rights. 

Miss  Stella  Clark,  a  fomier  pupil  of 
the  institute,  read  an  article  relating  to 
the  matter,  by  touch,  which  was  writ- 
ten by  a  blind  person.  It  detailed  the 
sufferings  of  the  persons  at  the  insti- 
tute, stating  that  they  not  only  suffered 
from  lack  of  nourishment,  but  the 
young  men  slept  in  rooms  in  which 
there  had  been  no  heat  for  two  years 
and  the  young  women  suffered  from  the 
cold  as  well.  It  also  cited  instances  in 
which  pupils  were  deprived  of  any  edu- 
cation that  amounted  to  anything  and 
compeled  them  to  work  without  re- 
muneration. Only  four  persons  had  ever 
graduated  from  the  institute  who  mightj 
be  said  to  be  self-supporting. 
The  article  closed  by  express- 
ing the  hope  that  before  any 
appropriation  was  made  an  investiga- 
tion would  be  made.  The  article  was 
written  by  Miss  Mary  Murtha  and  sign-! 
ed  by  P.  J,  Kennedy,  E.  A.  McManusJ 
James  Wheeler,  James  TiiTims,  James 
Rainsford,  P.  J.  Reynolds,  Harry  Sea-i 
bridge,  John  MifRt,  Reuben  Parmelee, 
all  pupils  of  the  institute,  John  Madsen,' 
Elizabeth  Carter,  Mary  Murtha  and 
Stella  CUark. 

Miss  Murtha  was  called  next  and  said 
she  wrote  the  article  in  defense  of  the! 
blind  people  at  their  request.  Miss  Mur-j 
tha  said  she  had  not  been  a  pupil  at  the 
school  for  two  years  and  she  receivedi 
her  information  from  the  blind  people 
there. 

John  Madsen  endorsed  the  statements 
made  by  those  who  preceded  him. 


"We,"  he  said,  "the  committee  should 
remember,  have  lived  under  the  condi- 
tions there  and  know  what  they  are.  I 
[don't  oppose  the  appropriation  in  itself, 
but  T.  do  object  to  having  it  turned  over 
to  the  present  management." 

Patrick  J.  Kennedy,  a  present  pupil, 
testified  that  he  had  not  intended  to 
appear  before  the  committee  until  yes- 
terday when  he  was  informed  that  if 
he  did  appear  he  would  be  deprived  of 
all  privileges.  He  opposed  the  appro- 
priation to  the  present  management 
and  sa.id  other  pupils  would  have  ap- 
peared had  they  dared   to. 

"Did  Mr.  Voigt.  T^•hen  he  saw  you  in 
Waterbury."  asked  Supprintendent 
Jones,  "tell  you  everything  would  be 
nice  and  pleasant  and  you'd  liave  a 
good  time  if  you  came  back  to  the  in- 
stitution?" 

"No  sir."  was  the  reply,  "he  said  you 
Were  a  holy  terror." 

This  raised  a  laugh. 

"Is  that  the  reason  you  went  back?" 
^sked  Mr.  Barbour,  a  question  which 
baused  another  laugh. 

"I  thought  I  could  get  along  with  him 
Some  way,"   was  the  reply. 

(For  late  proceedings  at  yesterday's 
hearing  see  Page  8.) 
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HOME  FOR  THE  BLIND. 


HEARING      OX      GRANTING      APPRO. 
PRIATION    OF    }pi5,000. 


Statement    of    Saperintendent    Jones 

and   Mr.   Steele   of  tlie   Board 

of    Ti'ustees. 


The  appropriations  conimittee  yester- 
day afternoon  in  the  Senate  chamber 
gave  a  hearing-  on  the  bill  appropriating 
$15,000  for  the  Industrial  Institute  for 
the  Blind.  Joseph  L.  Barbour  conduct- 
ed c^<iS  cas>g  for  those  in  favor  of  the 
appropriation  and  Superintendent  Jones 
of  the  industrial  home  made  a  state- 
ment as  to  the  needs  of  the  institu- 
tion. 

The  kindergarten  and  nursery  de-t 
partment  is  on  Asylum  avenue  for 
children.  The  institution  on  Wethers-l 
field  avenue  was  for  adults  who  were 
blind  from  childhood  or  who  had  lost 
their  sight  after  becoming  of  adult 
age,  and  was  for  the  purpose  of  giving 
them  an  opportunity  to  learn  trades  and 
Dccupations  to  fit  them  for  earning  a 
livelihood.  The  dormitories  for  men 
were  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  street, 
and  it  was  dangerous  for  blind  men  to 
cross  the  avenue  where  trolley  lines, 
automobiles  and  bicj'^cles  were  almdst 
continuously  passing.  The  men's  dormi- 
tory was  leased  at  $378  per  year. 

It  was  the  intention  to  use  a  portion 
of  the  appropriations  to  build  a  new 
shop  for  the  mattress  and  broom  mak- 
ing department  and  to  use  the  present 
shop  after  suitable  alterations  for  a 
men's  dormitory.  This  expense  would 
be  about  $2,200.  A  steam  plant  to  prop- 
erly  heat  the  buildings  would  cost  about 
$1,000  more.  Because  no  money  was  ob- 
tained from  the  state  two  years  ago,  loans 
of  $3,200  were  negotiated,  and  it  was  de- 


sired  to  pay  off  this  loan.  There  was 
a  note  against  the  home  for  $1,100,  and 
a  mortgage  note  to  be  paid  of  about  the 
same  amount. 

This  debt  had  been  accumulated  be- 
fore he  took  charge  of  the  institution, 
and  was  incurred  in  carrying  out  the 
purposes  for  which  the  state  board  of  \ 
education  for  the  blind  was  organized 
to  do,  the  state  having  failed  to  meet 
the  bills.  The  kindergarten  asked  for 
an  appropriation  to  meet  its  interest 
account.  The  institution  had  done  the 
best  it  could  for  the  past  two  years 
without  an  appropriation. 

The  superintendent  said  that  he 
thought  the  institution  was  well  and 
economically  managed.  There  was  an 
income  from  the  state  for  each  per- 
son to  the  amount  of  $300  a  year.  He 
thought  the  $300  per  person  would  not 
be  enough  to  run  the  institutions  suc- 
cessfully. The  total  number  of  the 
blind  in  the  state  would  never  be  very 
large.  The  inmates  made  brooms,  mat- 
tresses, baskets  and  ran  a  printing  of- 
fice. Inmates  of  the  home  from  outside 
of  the  state  had  already  learned  to 
work  to  some  extent.  The  sources  of 
income  were  the  $300  per  inmate  from 
the  state,  donations  and  the  earnings 
of  the  inmates. 

Judge  Thomas  McManus  questioned 
Mr.  Jones  in  regard  to  his  connection 
with  the  home.  There  were  mortgages 
of  $18,750  on  the  property,  but  it  was 
not  proposed  to  pay  off  any  except  that 
already  asked  of  the  committee.  Super- 
intendent Jones  said  he  had  been  a 
teacher  before  he  came  here. 

Judge  McManus  said  that  he  ap- 
peared as  a  taxpayer,  and  wanted  to 
find  out  whether  or  not  the  state  was 
paying  its  money  into  a  bag  full  of 
holes.  The  institution  had  been  carried 
on  so  far  as  he  knew  in  a  sort  of  patch- 
work manner.  He  was  in  no  one's  em- 
ploy, and  had  not  received  $10  alto- 
gether for  work  before  legislative  com- 
mittees. 

Superintendent  Jones  in  response  to 
questions  by  Judge  McManus  said  there 
were  eighteen  inmates  and  from  six- 
teen to  eighteen  employees.  His  salary 
was  $600  a  year  and  board.  His 
daughter  was  matron  of  the  home,  and 
his  wife  was  there  part  of  the  time.  A 
younger  daughter  assisted  in  the  office 
and  her  salary  was  paid  out  of  his  own 
pocket.  He  resented  the  implication 
that  his  family  was  "boarding"  at  the 
home.  There  were  no  persons  in  the 
home  not  essential  to  its  w^elfare.  The 
profits  from  products  of  industry  were 
asked  for  by  Judge  McManus,  but  Mr. 
Jones  could  not  give  them  except  ap- 
proximately. They  amounted  to  not 
far  frqm  $300  per  inmate.  As  to  the 
earning  capacity  of  the  inmates  it 
varied  in  accordance  with  the  ability  of 


the    individual.      He    had    no    account 

Ta'infn.r""!?  '^^"  *^^  difference  Sf 
earning-s.  It  M^as  calculated  the  in- 
stitution would  meet  with  no  loss  from 
mmates  outside  of  the  state. 

Judg-e  McManus,   in  response  to  Mr 
Marshall,    a    blind    man,    said    that    no 

fhe^fi^'?ir^  his  salary,  referring-  al 
the  $600  salary  of  Mr.  Jones 

$'?^oo'!fi"i^''?^''^  ^^"^^  explained  that 
$3,000  of  workmgr  capital  was  desirable 

L^he'l  ^rXcf'^'  ^"  ^^^^  «^-^  -  ^-1 

tof^^ro^^^^^^^ 

board  of  education  for  the  bliSd,1tid 
he  had  been  a  member  of  the  board  for 
one  yean    He  had  informed  himseff  as! 
to    the      criticisms    made    against    th^ 
home  and  had  learned  from  the  stat? 
auditors  that  there  had  been  no  mis 
appropriation    of    .funds.    One    of  The 
^^^^^ks   of   the   comptroller's   office   had 
ffone  throug-h   the   books   at   the   homl 
and  had  found  nothing  wrong,  but  had 
iiiade  some  suggestions  as  to  simplify- 
ing  the  accounts.    He  had  visited  instl 
tjitions  in  Boston  and  Philadelphia  for 
the  purpose   of  finding  an   institution 
where  the  adult  blind  of  the  state  could 

m.?H j^^^?""'  V""^  ^®  ^^^  *^"^^  "o  better 
'"^t^od^ than  in  this  state.  He  was  not 
satisfied  with  the  present  equipment. 
The    work    should     be    larger    and    a 

wT\^^^  f ^i'o?^.  ^^''"^^  b^  maintained. 
He  hoped  that  some  day  some  gener- 

nS?«Si®''^°i''  ^?,'^^^  provide  land  In  some ! 
outside  location  where  a  group  of 
buildings  might  be  built  which  would 
meet  ihe  requirements.  The  real  estate 
ZTon^^.y.'^^  institution  amounted  to 
S  2.7"^^*^  incumbrances  of  about  $40,- 
000.  The  work  could  be  done  much 
S!2^f  economically  with  a  better  equip- 1 
ment.    He  thought  that  there  should  be 

Si^.tdf^-*.?  ^l^""^  ^^«P^^  ^^  the  state 
?^  Ir^"-  *J'^  homes.  To  Senator  Pat-' 
tison  Mi-.  Steele  said  he  thought  the 
equity  of  $40,000  in  the  prbpertj  could 
be  used  in  providing  better  quarters 
^ip^n^n'''^  advantage.  He  favored  the 
$15  000  appropriation.  He  thought  it 
Wise  to  have  a  new  dormitory  and  to' 
I  take  up  the  loans  and  to  provide  a 
working  capital.  The  work  has  been 
!  as  satisfactory  under  Mr.  Jones  as  cir- 
cumstances would  permit.  He  had  not 
satisfied    everybody. 

Mr.  Stf-ele  said  that  there  would  be  no 
impropriety  in  the  state's  owni.iir  the 
property  of  such  an  institution.  He  did 
not  doubt  that  the  board  of  trustees 
of  the  Industrial  Home  tfor  the  Blind  i 
would  b3  willingr  to  sign  a  paper  giving 
the  state  property  control  of  the  plant  I 
Rev.  J.  H.  Twichell,  chairman  of  the 
advisory  board  of  the  institute,  said  he  I 
was  present  when  the  appropriation' 
was    estimated,    and    it    was    carefully  I 


^^iiPlirtfife  need  of  it  was  great.  He 
was  much  surprised  when  Judge  Mc- 
Manus  tried  to  "roast"  Superintendent 
Jones.  He  regarded  Mr.  Jones  as  the 
best  feature  of  the  work.  He  had  done 
finely.  The  work  had  the  assistance 
of  many  unselfish  women  and  the  home 
was  an  hottoi  to  the  state.  He  was 
favorably  impressed  with  it  and  for  the 
need  of  appropriation.  It  was  "vital 
breath." 

This  closed  the  case  for  those  favor- 
ing the  bill.  Miss  Mary  Hall  said  there 
were  blind  persons  present  who  wished 
to  be  heard  against  the  bill.    They  will 

I  be  heard  at  ^:30  o'clock  this  afternoon 

!  in  the  Senate  chamber. 


^1^  < 


THE    HAKTFOBD    DAILT    TIMES^ 
FRIDAY,    MARCH    13.    1903 

POPILS  COMPLAIN. 


Revelations   Regarding  the  Con- 
necticut Institute  and  Indus- 
trial Home  for  the  Blind. 


BILL  FOR  $15,000  FROM  STATE 


Miss    Mary   Hall   of  State     Board     of 

Charities  Sharply  Criticises  the 

Management  and  Inmates 

Give  Some  Details. 


APPROPRIATIONS 

COMMITTEE    HEARING. 


The  Institute  for  the  Blind  in  this 
city  was  under  investigration  ag^ain. 
this  afternoon  by  the  appropriations 
committee,  in  the  matter  of  the  request 
of  the  manag'er  for  an  appropriation 
of  $15,000  from  the  state  treasury. 

There  was  a  large  attendance  in  the 
senate  chamber,  including  many- 
ladies. 

The  opposition  to  the  appropriation 
was  opened  by  Miss  Mary  Hall  of  the 
state  board  of  'charities.  Miss  Hall 
said  that  she  appeared  in  only  her  in- 
dividual capacity,  as  the  board  had 
agreed  not  to  make  any  opposition. 
"Two  members  of  the  board  are  look- 
ing for  re-election,  another  is  seeking 
an  increase  of  salary,  and — " 

"This  matter,"  interrupted  Senator 
Pattison,  "is  hardly  before  the  com- 
mittee." 


Miss  Hall  said  that  she  had  strong- 
sympathies  with  the  blind,  but  shf 
objected  to  some  former  methods  o? 
this    inatitution,     when      its    manLer 

a\t4  'and  'bn^^^^^^   ''^'.  ^tat^r^t" 
a    coa.b    and    horses,    giving    concerts 

?r,-l '^'''"'^"^-  "^^^^  '^  ^^-as  nlcessa?y  to 
laise  money  in   this  way  because  Con 

bUnd'^Vhl^r/  f"^^^^^^  «upportS?e; 
ouna.  ihe  state  bought  the  coach  pnr? 
houses  and  paid  all  the  b  1  I.  ° a  sto"e 
en  nn'^'?'^  5'  '^^  institution  and  g?;! 
!io  J^-^  "^  -^"^  printing  office  has  been 
started,  but  all  that  is  learned  there 
IS  of  no  use  and  the  room  occunied 
could  be  used  to  better  ad^^ntage  A 
I  large  sum  is  being  paid  out  now  wi 
connection  with  thf  pi inting  business 

,    cause   of   the   presence   of   puDils   fmm 
outside  the  state.      If  the  bSess  wa' 
run  on  business  principles  the  fnstitu 
tion  could  earn  more.       It  needs  bette." 
inanagement.       Up  to  the  prSent  tw 

:    n^n^  advocated  ^lllC^-f,-! 

sibfi'f  Hall  claimed  that  it  was  impos- 
sible to  understand  the  annual  r^pm^ 
of  the  institution,  and  Hartford  men 
conversant  with  financial  matters  hIS 
agreed    with    her.       ConnecticS    pupfls 

thtm^  Tf  n^  ■^^^K^.Pay^s  ^300  each  fo^ 
them.      If  they  obejct,  they  are  throvv^n 

Ser  oTihp'  ''''''^■\  ''''■  Bill  too,k  a  nSm- 

,  bei  of  these  pupils  to  Colchester,  where 

I  they  have  been  cared  for.  There  wou  d 

h.r  Iv''^  «f  adding  to  the  buildings    f 

they    were    properly    used.        Space    is 

wasted   on   the  printing  office.     Appro! 

pnatmg  $15,000  will  no?  help    he  bhnd 

You    might    as    well    Dour   the    monev 

into    the   Connecticut    river  ''  ^ 

^ui&s    Hall    repeated    that    it    was      her 
opinion  that  the  mem.bers  of  the  state  I 
I  ?.°;;''^  .^^   charities  did   not   appear   be^ 
i  ?Sp  !■''■?  a^^.  seeking  re-election,   and' 
salary"'  ^'  ^^'"^""^  ^'^  increase  of 
Miss' Stella  Clark  of  this  city    a  blind 
person,   and   former  pupil,   presented   a 
statement  printed  on  pages  in  the  lais^ 
rif  ft'^if "''  "«ed  by  the  blind        She 
m-er    fb.^   Passing   her  fingers    lightly 
o\e      the   pages.       It    was,    Miss   Clark 
explained,    a    statement   of   ten    former 
pupils    of    the    institute,    giving    tbeir 
grounds   of   complaint.       Tbe  ^^od   has 
been    insufficient,    sleeping    ana-tmentJ 
llmve  not  been  properly  heated    t^t 
Btruction    given   in    brooni-makinl  and 
p?i'V4"i?^  '■'''  ''''''  value  to  \  pu^ 
?onnl    i>.^^''""'^  ^^'^  institution.       One 
young   man,    entitled    to    the    state    al 
k^wance.    has   received    only   panof  u" 
fou     L?%^';f  '"'  ^^^  institution  only 
'brooms     of.  ^^''?^-°''^"'§'    t^^-'o    making 
o^T^'H.^;^  ^-ZJ-tti^sses,    an! 


The  statement  claimed  that  there 
■were  orig-inally  thirteen  sig^ners,  but 
the  witness  explained  that  three  with- 
drew because  of  fear  of  threats  made 
by  Superintendent  Jones  in  an  address 
at  the  institution.  The  statement  was 
signed  by  P.  J.  Kennedy.  A.  E.  McMan- 
us.  James  Wheeler.  James  Timms, 
James  Rainsford,  P.  J.  Pteynolds,  Harry 
Seabridge.  John  Mifntt,  Reuben  Par- 
melee,  all  state  pupils,  and  John  Mad- 
son,  Elizabeth  Carter,  Mary  Murtha 
and  Stella  Clark. 

In  reply  to  a  question.  Miss  Clark  said 
the  statement  was  written  by  Miss^ 
Murtha. 

Miss  Clark  said  she  went  to  the  in- 
Btitution,  to  study  elocution,  but  after 
having  a  few  lessons  they  were 
stopped.  She  acquired  her  education 
at  the  Perkins  Institute  at  Boston.  She 
was  at  the  institution  four  months.  The 
manager  hired  a  teacher  of  elocution 
at  a  cost  of  $12.2.5.     [Laughter.] 

To  Mr.  Barbour — "I  do  not  know  v.-ho 
asked  Miss  Murtha  to  compose  it,  other 
than  the  blind  people  who  signed  it. 
Their  meeting-  was  at  the  institute,  so 
one  of  the  jx)ung  men  told  her.  Miss 
Murtha  was  a  pupil  for  three  years. 
The  statement  vras  prepared  about  a 
month  ago.  It  vras  brought  to  witness 
by  Miss  Murtha,  who  was  accompan- 
ied by  her  brother.  She  signed  it,  be- 
lieving it  to  be  true,  and  she  v.as  told 
it  was  to  be  used  'to  defend  the  blind 
people.'  It  v\-as  represented  that  the 
managers  were  against  the  blind  peo- 
ple." 

Miss  Clark  said  that  the  copy  she 
read  was  copied  by  herself  by  £l  system 
learned  at  the  Perkins  institute,  and 
Ehe  made  the  copy  using  a  system  eas- 
ier to  read.  ^\"itness  admitted,  that 
f-he  took  from  Miss  Murtha's  copy  the 
sheet  containing  the  signatures  and 
pinned  it  to  her  copy.  "But  the  copy 
of  the  statement  is  the  same.  It  is 
the  copy,  and  all  there,"  insisted  the 
witness. 

Miss  Mary  Murtha  who  wrote  the 
statement  cleverly  avoided  Lawyer 
Barbour's  efforts  to  get  from  her  an 
admission  that  som.ebody  other  than 
the  blind  people  had  prompted  the 
draftin  gof  the  statement.  She  said 
that  the  blind  people  had  been  talking 
about  the  matter  among  themselves  for 
over  a  year. 

John  Madson,  a  pupil  for  six  years, 
and  now  earning-  his  living^  as  a  piano 
tuner,  claimed  that  the  printing 'office 
was  useless.  For  the  last  three  years 
in  the  institution  he  was  a  teacher, 
although  a  state  pupil.  He  received 
no  pay,  and  the  managers  had  refused 
to  give  him  the  money  that  belonged 
to  him  as  a  graduate.  To  Mr.  Bar- 
bour, witness  admitted  that  he  had 
been  specially  invited  to  come  before 
the  board  of  education  of  the  blind  to 
state    his    greivance.        He    placed    his 


interests  in  the  hands  of  Judge  Mc- 
ManuR,  who  could  not  attend  the  hear- 
ing at  the  time  named.  Therefore 
vrit^iess  did  not  go  before  the  board, 
but  thought  it  made  no  difference,  as 
the  board  understood  his  case  and  his 
claim  for  money. 

Miss  Hall  explained  that  she  wrote 
to  Trustee  Steele,  -v^'ho  saw  ]Madson  and 
there  was  quite  a  plain   talk. 

P.  J.  Kennedy,  now  a  pupil,  testified 
that  he  was  told  that  if  he  attended 
to-day's  hearing  he  would  be  cut  off 
from  certain  privileges.  He  had  had 
grievances,  but  was  afraid  to  say  any- 
thing, fearing  to  be  expelled.  He 
feared   that  for  attending  the  hearing 

to-day  he  might  be  thrown  out.  Wit- 
ness is  now  instructor  in  the  mattress 
shop,  and  is  a  state  pupil,  but  receives 
no  salary.  The  cook,  whom  the  state 
pays  $300  a  year,  is  paid  $1  or  $1.50  per 
week  and  his  board.  There  are  some 
pupils  who  would  leave  if  they  dared, 
but  they  ai-e  afraid  of  going  to  the 
poorhouse.  Witness  was  asked  by  Su- 
perintendent Jones  as  to  what  a  Mr. 
Volt  said  to  him  about  coming  back 
—whether  Volt  said  that  he  (Jones) 
was  an  improvement  on  the  previous 
superintendent. 

No,"  replied  the  witness,  "he  said 
you  was  a  holy  terror."     [Laughter.] 

To  Senator  Pittison  witness  said  he 
had  counseled  with  Judge  McManus 
for  a  long  time,  but  did  not  regard  liira 
as  an  attorney  until  lately.  He  was 
a  friend,  and  went  to  see  him,  not 
about  the  institution,  but  "got  to  talk- 
ing wath  him  about  it." 

To  Mr.  Barbour  he  said  he  had  no 
complaint  against  the  institution,  but 
its  management. 

The  hearing  was  in  progress  at  the 
close  of  our  report. 


FRIDAY,    MARCH    13,    1903- 

BLIND  INSTITUTE. 


[Thursday  Afternoon's  Hearing  for  an 
Appropriation  of  $15,000. 


At  the  close  of  our  report  of  the  hear- 
ing* before  the  comniittee  on  aippropria- 
tions  on  the  $15,000  appropriation  for 
the  Hartford  Institution  -for  the  Blind,  | 
Thuft^sday  afternoon,  Superintendent 
Jones  was  testifying.  i 

General  Thomas  McManus  asked  Mr. 
Jones  who  the  incorporators  of  the  in- 
etitution  were,  'but  he  could  not  g-ive 
the  inforonation  from  memory.  In  re- 
ply to  a  second  question,  he  said  that, 
on  the  two  properties,  the  home  and 
the  kindergarten,  the  mortgages  ag- 
gregate   $18,750. 

Senator  Pattison — "For  whom  do  you 
•appear,   Mr.   McManus?"  ' 

"Thomas  McManus,  taxpayer  of  the 
state  of  Connecticut.  Nobody  else!" 

To  General  McManus,  Superintendentj 
Jones  admitted  that  there  were  second' 
inortgages,  bringing  the  total  to  over 
$20,000. 

"There  is  no  proposition  to  give  any 
of   this  property  to    the  state?'' 

"No,   sir." 

"The  corporators  will  still  own  the 
property?" 

"Yes,    sir." 

Mr.  Jones,  in  reply  to  queries,  said  hej 
had  been  a  teacher  before  cotming  to] 
Hartford.  He  last  came  from  Massa-i 
chusetts,  but  had  not  been  teaching  for 
several    years. 

Senator  Pattison  asked  the  object  of 
these  queries. 

General  iMcManus  replied  that  -  he 
wanted  to  show  who  are  to  have  charge 
of  this  "bag  full  of  holes"  that  the 
■state  is  asked  to  fill.  It  was,  he 
claimed,  a  matter  of  some  interest 
whether  or  not  the  institution  has  a 
manager  who  knows  his  business,  and 
dt  is  also  a  matter  of  interest  that,  if 
the  stiate  is  to  appropriate  money,  it 
should  be  appropriated  only  for  some- 
thing that  the  state  win  own. 


■Continuin.g,  Superintendent  Jones  ad-' 
mitted  that  he  never  had  had  any  pre- 
vious experience  in  an  institution  for 
the  blind  but  ihad  been  connected  with 
boarding-  schools.  One  institution  had 
125    pupils,    mostly    boarders. 

Elg-hteen  to  Care  for  Eighteen  Pupils. 

"How  many  persons  outside  of  the 
pupils  have  lived  at  the  institution,  at 
the  expense  of  it?  How  many  officers 
eig'hteen    living-    there." 

"At  a  suitable  time  I  will  g^ive  you 
this  information,"  replied  Suiperintend- 
ent  Jones.  "There  are  from  sixteen  to 
eighteen  living  there." 

"iWhat  is  the  salary  list?" 

'Senator  Pattison — "This  will  be  given 
later." 

"What  is  j^our  own  salary?" 

"Six  hundred  dollars  and  board." 

"How  many  in  your  family?" 

"My  wife  is  there  only  a  part  of  the 
time.  My  daughter  is  the  matron  and 
entitled  to  board.  There  is  a  younger 
daughter  helping  nie  in  the  office  and 
waiting  on  the  taible." 

"It  requires  the  services,  then,  of 
eighteen  people  to  take  care  of  the 
eighteen   state  pupils?  ' 

"I  have  not  claimed  that  there  are 
eighteen   doing-   this    work." 

"Well,  taking  out  your  wife  and  two 
d  a  u  gh  t  e  r  s ,    h  o  w    in  any?" 

"I  think  we  have  no  person  there 
"Who   is  not  essential." 

"^What  were  the  profits  from  the 
work   last    year?"     ,     ' 

•Mr.  Jones  looked  over  a  report 
said  he  was  unable  to  state  the  pro^t'i^'^'' 
he  could  only  give  expenditures.  Rough- 
ly, he  estimated  the  profits,  above  all 
expe:ises  of  the  different  shops,  at  about 
$S00.  The  expense  of  sending  the 
state  pu-pils  to  the  Perkins  Institution 
for  the  Blind  is  S300  per  annum,  the 
isame  as  the  charge  made  here.  The. 
iHartford  institution  has  some  non-res-; 
Ident  pupils,  who  pay  different  prices 
according  to  the  vvork  they  do.  The 
(liighest  price  any  one  has  paid  is  $300 
and  the  lowest  is  $112  per  annum.  There 
were  four  outsiders  last  year,  one  paid 
$300,  one  paid  $150,  and  tvv'o  paid  $112. 
The  difference  hetween  the  lower  price 
and  $300  was  made  up  by  the  work  of 
th't  individuals. 

"Can  you  show  $188  profit  from  the 
work  of  any  one  of  these?" 

"I  cannot." 

"What  interest  are  you  paying  on  the 
mortgage?' 

"Six  per  cent." 

"^T^hat  were  your  donations  last 
year?" 

"The  report  shows  $2,146." 


\h  i 


'     Superintendent   Marshall   of   the   kin-  ' 
dergiarten     department     Interposed     at  | 
this   point   tO'  ask  whether   Judge  Mc-  j 
Manus  thou^g-ht  that  Mr.  Jones,  woi-king' 
for  $600  and  board,  had  not  some  other 
Interest  than  his  pay. 

General    McManus   smiled    and    made 
no  answer. 
Trustee  iSteele  Endorses  the  Institution. 

E-  J.  Steele  of  Torrington,  one  of  the 
members  of  the  board  of  education  of 
the  iblind,  said  that  when  he  was  first 
appointed  he  heard  much  criticism 
of  the  nuanag-ement  of  the  institution 
and  investigated  the  matters  for  him- 
self. The  state  auditors  told  him 
there  was  no  misapplication  of  funds, 
but  that  it  would  be  cheaper  to  consoli- 
date the  industrial  and  kindergarten 
departments.  ,He  visited  the  PerkinS 
Institute  at  Boston  and  found  little  at- 
tention to  the  kind  of  work  that  the 
Hartford  Institution  is  doing  in  the 
ciare  of  the  adult  >blind.  Mr.  Steele 
also  made  inquiries  in  Nev/  York  and 
Philadelphia.  At  the  latter  place  he 
was  told  that  few  graduates  did  well 
after  leaving  the  home;  it  was  better 
that  they  remain.  He  was  not  wholly 
satisfied  with  what  the  institution  is 
doing.  It  needs  means  to  do  a  broader 
work.  He  estimated  the  blind  peoip!e 
of  Connecticut  at  700,  many  of  whom 
are  deserving  of  care  in  an  institution. 
The  property  of  the  twO'  departments 
of  the  Hartford  institution  is  about 
^80,000,  with  an  equity  of  about  $40,00,0. 
The  institution  is  young  and  making  a 
struggle. 

In  conclusion  Mr.  Steele  favored  the 
approipriation  of  .H;i5,000,  and  expressed 
his  satisfaction  with  the  management 
of  Mr.  Jones.  He  favored  buying  a 
tract  of  land  outside  the  city  and  unit- 
ing the  two  departments.  Whether  he 
would  favor  enlarging  the  present  plant 
was  a  question  he  was  not  quite  pre--' 
pared  to  answer.  The  equity  of  $40,000 
would  afford  funds  for  a  better  home 
than    the   institution    has. 

General  MoManus  asked  whether  it 
would  not  be  'better  to  expend  money 
for  permanent  work  and  the  property 
to  be  under  state  ownership. 

Mr.  Steele  replied  affirmatively  to  the 
first  question,  but  questioned  the  advis- 
ability of  state  control,  as  it  might  fall 
into    political    hands.  . 

Senator  Patticon— 'How  about  the 
state   owning  the  property?" 

Mr.   Steele — "I  s'hould  favor  that." 

General  McManus — "Do  that  and  you 
won't  hear  anything  more  from  me," 

'Mr.  'Steele  said  that  directors  would 
be  glad  to  sign  any  paper  giving  prop- 
erty control Jto  the  sjtate. 


In  a  conversational  way  the  fact  was 
6hown   that  the  state  allows   $300     for 
each  blind  person  placed  in  an  institu- 
tion to  be  cared  for,  but  not  if  rema,in-  | 
ing   in    their   own  homes.       He   argued  j 
that  it  is  the  duty  of  the  state  to  edu-  | 
cate  its  children,  and  the  blind  need  a 
peculiar  kind  of  education  to  make  them 
self-supporting'. 

The  Rev.   Mr.  Twichell's  Views. 

The  Kev.  Mr.  Twichell  of  the  insti- 
tution's advisory  board  said  that  the 
appropriation  is  needed,  and  he  en- 
dorsed  the   maiTagement. 

"I  was  never  'more  surprised  than  to 
hear  G-eneral  MciManivs  try  to  roast  Mr. 
Jones."     [Dau'g-hter.J 

"He  came  along-  when  we  needed  a 
man;  he  has  done  well,  and  is  a.  useful 
factor  in  the  work." 

In  conclusion,  Mr.  Twichell  expressed 
Ccitisfactlon  with  the  condition  of  the 
institution  and  ita  outlook  for  the  fu- 
ture. 

•Tudg-e  M'CManus  asked  whethsr,  if 
, there  :\ro.  a  hundrpd  blind  persons  need- 
iing"  care,  it  would  not  be  ■advi'=:^i.ble  for 
itt--^  K.tal.ft   to   establisi*.   and   <:oi:t/oi   iis 

own  institution.  Mr.  Twichell  replied 
in  the  affirmative,  but  he  favored  pres- 
ent assistance  to  the  existing  one. 

Attorney  Barbour  said  he  did  not  care 
to   call   any  further   witnesses. 

When  ithe  opposition  was  called  Miss 
Mary  Ha^l  of  the  state  board  of  chari- 
ties rose  and  said  that  she  appeared  in 
oipposition,  and  that  several  blind  per- 
sons were  present  who  desired  to  be 
heard. 

Owing  to  the  late  hour  the  hearing  i 
was  closed  for  the  afternoon  and  was  j 
adjourned  to  Friday  at  1:30. 


i!      I 
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LOUD  CaU    FOB    MOMEY 


IXDUSTKIAL    HOME    FOR    BLIND 

APPEALS  TO  APPROPKIA- 

TION   COMMITTEE. 

"We  want  $15,000  and  we  need  H 
bad,"  was  the  cry  for  aid  which  the  in- 
dustrial home  for  the  blind  raised  be- 
fore tbe  appro'piiation  commit:ee  yester- 
day. There  was  much  interest  in  the 
hearin,?  and  the  committee  had  to  ad- 
journ from  its  room  to  the  senate  cham- 
ber in  order  to  accommodate  those  who 
were  in  attendance. 

Joseph  L.  Barbour  conducted  the  case 
for  the  home.  Charles  H.  Jones,  general 
superintendent  of  the  home,  was  called 
and  pioved  to  be  a  long  witness.  He  ex- 
plained the  location  of  the  grounds,  in- 
conveniences now  contended  with,  etc., 
etc.  The  appropriation  was  needed  lo 
make  the  buildings  larger,  particularly 
at  the  work  shop,  and  for  the  finishing 
up  of  tile  broom  shop  and  new  dormi- 
;  tories.  He  said  a  bid  had  been  put  in  for 
this  work  and  that  the  amount  was 
$1750;  $500  additional  would  be  needed 
for  the  heating  and  $200  for  the  plumb- 
ing. He  then  went  on  and  showed  that 
the  institution  was  all  tied  up  with 
debts  and  that  it  wanted  most  of  the 
money  to  settle  up  these  debts  with. 
There  Avere  piivate  loans  of  $2,000,  other  | 

indebtedness  of  $1,000  and  mortgage  i 
notes  aggregating  $2,000.  There  was  also  | 
a  school  fund  shortage.  The  institute  | 
wanted  to  get  a  little  working  capital} 
which  it  could  always  make  it  a  point  to ! 
have  on  hand, — enough,  so  that  theyj 
could,  at  least,  enjoy  the  economy  which  I 
comes  from  buying  in  the  market  atj 
seasonable  times  and  in  quantity.  The 
Jiearing  was  a  long  one.  i 


SATURDAY,    MARCH    M.    'POS^ 

INSTITUTE  FOR  BLIND. 


Further  Testimony  by  Pupils— Super- 
intendent   Jones's     Opinion  of 
State  Charity  Board. 


The  hearing  in  the  senate  chamber  by 
the  appropriations  committee,  Friday 
afternoon,  continued  until  a  late  hour. 

E.  H.  Northrop,  a  former  pupil  and 
now  working  in  the  chair  shop,  ex- 
pressed his  dissatisfaction  with  the  in- 
stitution, in  that  it  does  not  give  the 
instruction  that  it  should  give,  such  as 
singing  and  piano  tuning,  as  desired 
by  some  pupils.  He  made  no  complaint 
of  the  food  and  admitted  to  Mr.  Bar- 
bour that  the  superintendent  had  treat- 
ed him  fairly.  Witness  said  that  Mr. 
Madson  was  dissatisfied  because  he 
could  not  have  a  piano.  He  was  learn- 
ing piano  tuning. 

Miss  Carter,  until  recently  a  state 
pupil,  complained  that  the  institution 
teaches  no  trade  at  which  the  girl 
graduates  can  make  a  living.  She  had 
received  a  few  singing  lessons  in  four 
years,  at  an  expense  of  $19  for  the  les- 
sons. Miss  Clark  made  the  typewrit- 
ten copy  of  Miss  Murtha's  statement 
from  her  copy  printed  in  raised  letters. 
The  printing  department  of  the  institu- 
tion, she  thought,  should  be  removed 
to  make  room  for  sleeping  quarters  for 
the  pupils,  so  that  they  need  not  cross 
the  street.  Witness  was  invited  to  go 
before  the  state  board  of  education  of 
the  blind,  ibut  not  now  being  a  pupil, 
did  not  care  to  make  any  statement 
to  them. 

To  Senator  Pattison — I  never  learned 
'  anything  by  which  I  could  make  a  liv- 
ing. I  stayed  so  long  because  I  had  no 
home  to  go  to.  My  brother  Is  now 
supporting  me. 

In  reply  to  a  question  by  a  member 
of  the  committee.  Miss  Clark  said  that 
the  food  was  such  that  sometimes  she 
could  not  eat  it.  To  Mr.  Barbour  she 
admitted  that  the  superintendent  sat 
at  the  same  table  and  had  the  same 
,  fare. 


in 


gifei;;^^B 


The  opposition  closed  with  the  testi- 
mony of  Miss  Carter,  and  Superintend-; 
ent  Jones  then  replied  to  some  of  the 
statements  by  the  witnesses  a.gainst 
the  institution.  As  to  using  the  store 
premises,  Mr.  Jones  said  it  was  no  place! 
for  dormitory  purposes  for  the  malCj 
pupils.  'He  would  never  have  the  male 
and  female  pupils  lodged  in  the  same 
building.  The  store,  therefore,  is  rent- 
ed. Run  by  the  institution  as  a  store 
it  was  not  a  success.  It  now  pays  $8 
a  month  rent.  The  printing  office  paid 
a  profit  of  $134  last  year  over  ail  ex- 
penses. 

To  Miss  Hall— The  rent  of  the  prem- 
ises across  the  street  is  $375,  but  the 
printing  office  space  would  not  accom- 
modate the  men,  even  if  not  used  as  a 
printing  office. 

Mr.  Jones  asserted  that  no  Connecti- 
cut pupil  has  ever  lost  anything  by 
the  taking  in  of  four  pupils  from  out- 
side the  state.  They  came  from  Mass- 
achusetts, worked  out  a  part  of  their 
board  and  their  towns  paid  the  bal- 
ance. There  has  been  no  holding  back 
of  the  aid  the  state  povide«,  $200 
to  each  graduate,  when  they  deserved 
it.  Whether  or  not  this  shall  be  paid 
rests  with  the  board  Oif  education  of  the 
blind.  Mr.  Jones  said  that  all  the 
troubles  albout  the  institution  had  re- 
sulted from  the  Interference  of  mem- 
bers of  the  state  board  of  charities  who  ■ 
had  fostered  the  complaints  and  the 
complainants.  Mr.  Jones  was  proceed-  ; 
ing    in    a    bitter   attack    on    the    board 

I 
when  Miss  Hall  protested,  and  Senator  ' 
Pattison  said  that  the  committee  did  \ 
not  care  to  reopen  old  sores.  : 

The  result  of  outside  interference,  Mr. 
Jones  said,  was  that  the  pupils  re- 
belled against  very  proper  rules  and 
regulations  of  the'  institution. 

Mr.    Barbour    suggested    placing    on 
the  stand  some  pupils  who  would  speak 
well  of  the  institution,  but  Senator  Pat- 
tison thought  this  would  not  be  neces-  I 
sarv.. 

Secretary  Kellogg  of  the  state  board 
of  charities  asked  leave  to  make  a 
statement  in  behalf  of  the  majority  of 
the  members  of  the  board,  but  Senator 
Pattison  said  that  the  committee  un- 
derstood the  board's  attitude. 

The  hearing  closed  at  this  point,  with 
the  understanding  that  the  committee 
will  visit  the  institution  and  that  Su- 
perintendent Jones  will  furnish  some 
financial  details,  etc. 


The    Hartford   Telegram, 
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OOWEI  OH   THE  SUSTiiyiE 


STKO'X'U     OPPOSITION     PRESEiNT 
FA)    AGAINST   $15,000   BLIND ;|| 
APPROPRIATION. 


TliO!^e  that  attended  the  hearing  yester- 
day /afternoan  before  tli^e  committee  on 
ar-in-opriatious  in  regard  to  the  granting! 
of  .$15,(X)0  to  the  institute  for  the  blind, 
heard  some  very  enthusiastic  oppositioa  j 
ion  thei  part  of  Miss  Mary  Hall  and  stud-i 
ents  of  the  ,place.  Accusations  against 
the  institute  were  made  alleging  neglect, 
privation,  etc. 

The  hearing  was  the  second  instalment 
of  the  matter,  the  institute  having  Bub-  j 
anitted  its  evidence  Thursday.  Miss  Hall; 
was  the  first  speaker  and  she  began  her  j 
argument  so  abruptly  and  so  strongly 
that  it  took  away  the  breath  of  those 
even  Avho  had  expected  tO'  hear  her  de- 
raounce  the  project. 

She  said  that  she  came  as  a  taxpayer 
and  as  a  member  :of  the  board  of  chari- 
j  tie«  and  that  the  other  members  of  the 
I  board  had  stood  with  ber  in  her  antag-J 
onism,  until  their  selfishness  caused 
:  them  to  close  their  eyes  to  the  welfare 
I  of  others  and  see  only  their  own  de- 
I  sires.  '' 

\      While    "roast"    is   not   a  refined  word 
I  to   use,    it   applies  well   to  her  remarks. 
\  She   "roasted"    the    institute   from    A  to 
i  Z.     The  store,  the  printing  offloe,  the  of- 
ficers, the  Avork,  all  fell  under  the  ban  of 
j  her  words.     The  institute  was  an  impo- 
i  sitiont       on   the   state,    and   insulted   the 
liState  at  every  opportunity.     It  flaunted 
the   fact  that  the  state  would   not   take 
care  :of  the   blind   properly.     When   she 
sat  down  she  was  nearly  exhausted  with 
her  outburst. 

Miss   Stella    Clark,    a   former   pupil   of 

the   institute,    read    a  document   by   the 

I  blind  system,    which   told  of  the   abuse; 


and  privation  to  wMclt  pupils  had  been. 
suMectedi.  This  d€K?imient  was  written 
by  Mrs.  Mary  Murtha  aud  bore  the 
names  of  several  signer*.  Miss  Murtha 
said,  in  ■explanation,  that  she  had  writ- 
ten thft  articrle  in  defense  of  the  pupils, 
■which  she  had  been  requested  to  do. 

Patrick  J.  Kennedy,  a  pupil,  testified 
that  he  had  been  approached  in  regard 
to  the  hearing  and  had  been  threatened 
with  punishment  if  he  appeared  before 
the  committee. 


THE    HARTFORD    DAUJY    COXTRAlsT: 


SATURDAY,    MARCH    14,    1903. 


HOME  FOR  THE  BLIND. 


BLIND        PEOPLE        APPEAR 

AGAINST  APPROPRIATION 

FOR  IT. 


HEARING  BEFORE  APPROPRIATION 

COMMITTEE    YESTERBAY 

AFTERNOON. 


Coin]>la|nts  Agrainst  Manaerement  of 
the  Home— Superintendent  Jones 
Replies    —    Attitude      of      Ckarlty 

i       Board. 


The  committee  on  appropriations  gave 
a  hearing  in  the  Senate  chamber  yes- 
terday afternoon  to  those  who  were  op- 
posed to  the  granting  of  $16,000  for  the 
Institute  and  Industrial  Home  for  the 
Blind  in  this  city.  The  hearing  was 
largely  attended  and  was  notable  for 
the  fact  that  many  blind  persons  who 
had  been  connected  with  the  institution 
appeared  against  the  appropriation,  if 
it  was  to  be  turned  over  to  the  present ! 
management. 

Miss  Mary  Hall  of  this  city  appeared 
for  herself  as  a  taxpayer,  and  as  a^ 
member  of  the  state  board  of  charities, 
but  not  in  behalf  of  that  board.  She 
told  the  story  of  the  concert  tour  of 
the  blind  people  from  the  institution, 
and  in  the  matter  of  the  accommoda- 
tions of  the  institute  had  something  to 
say.  There  was  a  store  in  the  building 
which  was  rented  to  outside  parties, 
and  the  job  printing  office,  of  no  ac- 


count  as  an  education  towards  the  blindl 
earning  a  livelihood,  could  be  disposed 
of,  and  the  room  applied  for  more  ac- 
commodations. There  would  be  no  need 
of  any  addition,  if  this  was  done.  Sh6 
had  never  been  in  the  shops  when  they 
were  full.  Four  blind  persons  from 
outside  the  state'  took  up  room  that! 
could  be  utilized  by  persons  whom  the; 
state  should  support. 

Miss  Hall  said  that  the  state  board  of 
charities  had  up  to  within  a  few  days 
been  unanimously  opposed  to  granting 
appropriations  to  the  home,  but  had 
now  voted  to  keep  their  mouths  shut. 
Two  of  the  members  of  the  board  were 
candidates  for  re-election  to  the  board, 
another  had  asked  for  increased  salary, 
and  she  expressed  her  opinion,  in  re-' 
sponse  to  inquiries  by  the  committee, 
that  these  facts  were  elements  that  en- 
tered into  the  action  of  the  board. 

Miss  Clark,  one  of  the  blind  persons 
present,  read  a  statement  made  by  an- 
other blind  person,  Miss  Mary  J.  Mur- 
tha,  using  the  Brail  system.  The  state- 
ment was  to  the  effect  that,  if  the 
trustees  of  the  institution  had  been 
obliged  to  live  as  many  of  the  blind 
in  the  institution  have  lived  for  the 
past  three  years,  they  would  feel  as  if 
they  had  just  cause  for  complaint.  The 
blind  have  not  suffered  from  lack  of 
nourishment,  but  the  young  men  have 
occupied  sleeping  rooms  where  heat  has 
not  been  furnished  for  two  years,  while  ^ 
the  young  women  have  suffered  from 
cold  the  greater  part  of  the  time.  Al-I 
though  the  Institution  has  existed  about 
nine  years  little  advancement  has  been 
made  in  the  education  of  the  blind  dur- 
ing this  time.  Two  young  men  are  re- 
ceiving a  little  instruction  in  music, 
while  several  are  being  instructed  In 
broom  making  and  chair  caning.  Such 
education  can  be  of  little  value  to  the, 
blind  useless  money  or  influence  of  one 
kind  or  another  are  at  hand  after  a 
trade  has  been  completed.  Several  years 
ago  a  law  was  passed  granting  an  al- 
lowance for  the  blind,  but  every 
means  possible  have  been  exercised  dur- 
ing the  past  two  years  to  withhold  this 
allowance  from  the  blind.  Instances 
were  given  where,  it  was  alleged,  the 
aid  was  withheld. 

As  to  the  young  women  at  the  in- 
stitution there  is  little  to  say  of  their 
education.  They  are  not,  however, 
taught  to  do  anything  which  can  en- 
able them  to  earn  a  livelihood.  When 
they  are  unable  to  contend  with  the 
uncomfortable  life  at  the  institute 
they  must  depend  once  again  upon  rela- 
tives or  friends.  The  blind  people  op- 
posed the  appropriation.  The  statement 
was  signed  by  ten  of  the  present  in- 
mates of  the  institute,  and  by  severalJ 


others  who  had  tormeriy  been  in  the 
institute.  Owing:  to  threats  alleged  to 
have  been  made  to  the  blind  by  the  su- 
perintendent they  did  not  feel  like  mak- 
ing- complaint. 

Miss  Clark  said  she  had  been  in  the 
Connecticut  institute  for  four  months, 
to  study  elocution,  but  was  educated  at 
the  Perkins  Institute  in  South  Boston. 
There  was  no  teacher  of  elocution  at  the 
Connecticut  Institute,  but  one  was  pro- 
vided for  her  at  an  expense  of  $12.25, 

In  reply  to  questions  by  Joseph  L. 
Barbour,  who  conducted  the  case  for 
the  institute,  Miss-Clark  said  the  state- 
ment was  signed  by  the  blind  people 
themselves.  The  statement  read  was  a 
copy  of  the  original,  but  the  signatures 
were  those  signed  to  the  original  docu- 
ment. 

Miss  Martha  J.  Murtha,  the  author  ot 
the  statement,  said  she  wrote  it  for  the 
blind  people  at  their  request.  None  of 
the  people  who  signed  wrote  their 
names,  but  their  names  were  signed 
by  Miss  Murtha  by  their  consent.  None 
but  blind  persons  had  asked  her  to 
write  the  statement.  She  said  the  blinql 
people  had  never  had  a  chance  to  be 
heard,  and  she  thought  it  no  more  than 
right  that  they  should  be  heard. 

John  Madsden  was  a  pupil  of  the 
institute  until  last  June.  He  did  n^t 
oppose  the  appropriation  itself,  but 
thought  it  should  not  be  turned  over  to 
the  present  management.  He  thought 
the  printing  office  was  of  no  earthly  usg, 
to  the  blind,  and  the  room  occupied 
would  be  sufficient  for  a  dormitory  for 
all  the  men.  He  had  been  in  the  Insti- 
tute six  years,  but  had  not  derived 
much  benefit.  He  had  been  a  teacher 
in  the  institute  at  the  same  time  he 
was  a  pupil,  and  the  state  was  paying 
$300  a  year  for  his  support.  He  could 
not  get  the  money  that  he  was  entitled 
to.  He  had  been  requested,  he  said,  in 
reply  to  Mr.  Barbour,  to  appear  before 
the  board  of  education  for  the  blind, 
but  did  not  appear  on  advice  of  his 
attorney.    Judge    McManus. 

James  Kennedy,  a  pupil  at  the  insti- 
tute and  one  of  the  signers  of  the 
statement,  said  he  had  been  told  by  the 
superintendent  that  if  he  came  to  the 
hearing  his  privileges  would  be  cut  off, 
and  he  expected  that  they  would  be.  He 
bad  been  an  instructor  and  if  any  sal- 
ary was  coming  to  him  he  would  be 
glad  to  receive  it.  He  was  trying  to 
get  the  $200  due  him»  but  had  not  been 
able  to  get  it. 

It  having  appeared  that  Kennedy 
had  been  a  pupil  previously,  and  had 
returned  to  it.  Superintendent  Jones 
asked  him  if  a  Mr.  Boldt  had  not  said 
to  him  that  everything  would  be  pleas- 
ant and  that  he  would  have  a  good 
feome. 


"He  did  not,"  replied  Mr.  Kennedy, 
**he  said  you  were  a  'holy  terror.'  That's 
just  what  he  said." 

"Is  that  th<?  reason  why  you  rer.urnedj 
to  the  institute?"  asked  Mr.  Barbour.     ] 

"Well,   I  thought  I  might  get  along: 
with  him  somehow."  was  the  reply.  Mr. 
Kennedy  opposed  the  appropriation,  if 
it  was  to  be  given  to  the  present  man- 
agement. It  would  be  like  pouring  mon- 
ev  into  the  river. 
*15dward  W.  Northrun  did  not  oppose  i 
the  appropriation,  but  wanted  the  blind 
people  to  be  taught  what  they  wanted 
to   learn.       Some   of   the   young   ladle? 
wanted    to    learn    sjnging    and    piano 
tuning,  but  were  not  allowed. 

Miss  Carter,  one  of  the  pupils  who 
endorsed  the  statement,  but  who  had 
since  left  the  home,  said  there  was 
nothing  taught  the  girls  which  would 
be  of  value  to  theni  outside  of  the  in- 
stitute. As  to  the  printing  office  there 
was  nothing  to  be  got  out  of  it,  and 
there  was  an  every-day  danger  of  in- 
juring their  fingers,  which  were  the 
most  valuable  possessions  of  the  blind. 
There  was  often  trouble  because  of  the 
poor  food.  She  opposed  the  appropria- 
tion because  it  did  not  benefit  the  bhnd. 
This  closed  the  case  for  the  opposition. 

Superintendent  Jones  in  reply  to  the 
complaints  made,  said  there  was  no 
room  for  a  men's  dormitory.  The  store 
and  printing  office  could  not  be  used 
as  a  dormitory  as  they  were  not  large 
enough  combined.  It  would  not  be 
wise  to  have  dormitories  for  both  sexes 
in  the  building.  No  blind  pupils  of 
the  state  had  ever  been  refused  accom- 
modation on  account  of  outside  pupils. 
As  to  the  $200  which  had  not  been  paid 
to  pupils  he  said  that  he  had  been  as 
careful  of  the  interest  of  the  state  as 
for  the  care  of  the  blind.  He  had  con- 
scientiously given  to  the  board  of  edu- 
cation the  facts  in  regard  to  those 
who  nad  not  learned  a  trade  sufficient- 
ly, and  the  state  board  of  education 
for  the  blind  had  acted  as  it  saw  fit  in 
withholding  the  money.  The  troubles 
complained  of  were  very  largely  attrib- 
utable to  the  fact  that  not  all  inmates 
were  amenable  to  discipline,  and  that 
the  state  board  of  charities  was  the 
dumping  ground  for  all  complaints.  He 
began  saying  something  more  about 
that  board,  but  Senator  Pattlson  of  the 
committee  checked  him,  saying  that  the 
committee  would  not  go  into  that  phase 
of  the  question. 

Secretary  Kellogg  of  the  state  board 
of  charities  a«ked  to  make  a  statement 
as  to  the  state  board  of  charities  and 
its  attitude  on  the  question,  but  the 
committee  said  that  it  thought  it  had 
been  developed  what  the  attitude  of 
that  board  was. 


TUESDAY,   MARCH    24,    1903. 

THE  BLIND  INSTITUTE. 


Important  Facts  Left  Out  of  the  Last 

Report — Cost  of  the  Printing 

Department. 


WILL  LEGISLATURE  INVESTIGATE 


To  the  Editor  of  The  Hartford  Times: 

There  were  a  few  matters  concern- 
ing the  manag-ement  of  Conne'cticut 
Institute  and  Industnial  Home  for  the 
Blind  that  were  not  brougtht  out  at 
the  recent  hearing  before  fhe  appro- 
priations committee  of  the  legislature, 
which  I  feel  the  public  and  the  com- 
mittee  ought  to  know. 

While  I  do  not  think  any  one  be- 
grudge® a  moderate  amount  of  money 
to  make  these  unfortunates  comfort- 
able, yet  there  are  many  who  are  dis- 
satisfied with  the  present  management 
and  think  funds  placed  in  their  hands 
would  be  misapplied. 

In  the  kindergarten,  by  tihe  last  re- 
port, wihich  is  auite  meagre  In  details, 
there  were  during  the  two  years 
thirty-six  pupils.  The  report  does  not 
give  the  number  of  teachers  employ- 
ed, fhelr  names,  or  their  salaries. 

In  the  so-callled  Industrial  depart- 
ment, there  have  been,  during  the 
same  period,  thirty-one  state  pupils, 
seven  others,  residents  of  Connecticut, 
and  five  from  Massachusetts.  Here: 
again,  the  number  of  teachers  and 
paid  employees  wlio  are  not  blind  is 
omitted. 

As  a  sample  of  the  management,  I 
would  call  attention  to  the  printing  de- 
partment as  reported  by  Mr.  Jones. 
The  receipts  and  expenses  ,  for  two 
years  were  as  follows: 


ReceiptSy 
Expenses, 

Loss 

Receipts, 
Expenses, 

LlOGSr 


1901. 


1902. 


$3,581.69 
4,282.62 

700.93 

$2,866.60 
8,316.67 

450.07 


,1      ! 


Is   Is   kep<t   up   and   quite   a 
paid    wortotngr    force    employed.  All 

the  blind  do,  or  can  do.  Is,  a  few  girls 
feed  the  press  and  fold  papers.      This 
room    mig-ht   be   used   for     dormitories  I 
find  $375  saved  which  Is  now  paid  for  j 
rooms  across  the  street.  \ 

The  Rev.  Mr.  Jones'©  salary  was  re-  \ 
ported  as  $600,  and  his  board.  I  am 
told  his  family  of  four,  which  indludes 
lilmself,  also  get  their  board,  wQiich,  at^ 
six  dollars  per  week — and  this  Is  not 
a  high  price — would  make  his  compen- 
sfilion,  with  his  salary,  about  $34  per 
week. 

It  is  said  the  five  pupils  from  'Massa- 
chusetts were  taken  out  of  almshouses 
In  that  state,  and  the  report  would  In- 
dicate only  $548.50  was  collected  for 
their  board.  I  hardly  see  how  five 
could  be  cared  for  at  a  cost  of  only  a 
trifle  over  $100  eac-'h,  while  $300  is  claim- 
ed as  too  little  for  the  puPils  of  this 
state. 

It  is  reported  that  Mrs.  Foster,  the 
secretary  of  the  board,  receives  a  sal- 
ary of  $1,800  per  annum,  and  her  du- 
ties are  confined  to  the  two  schools  in 
this  city,  wihere  each  has  a  superinten- 
dent. She  (has  a  room  at  the  capitol 
with  office  conveniences,  and  probably 
manages  affairs  by  telephone.  I  think 
the  taxpayers  would  like  to  know 
what  duties  slhe  performs  to  call  for 
any  such  salary. 

The  management  consists  of  a  board 
of  four,  with  four  officers,  ten  trus- 
tees and  an  advisory  board  of  thirty- 
three,  making  in  all  ah  official  force  of 
fifty-one.  These,  with  the  teac'hers, 
are  considerably  more  In  number  than 
are  pupils  In  both  establlsliments  at 
the   present  time.  Out   of  the  fifty- 

one,  I  venture  to  say  ncit  over  five 
have  ever  visited  t^e  Industrial  de- 
partment and  all  thisy  know  about  it 
has    come   from    others.  The    board 

seems  to  have  money  ta  hire  an  at- 
torney. With  this  help  and>  that  of 
a  lobbyist  on  the  premises,  it  evidently 
expects  to  succeed,      - 

Before  one  dollar  is  appropriated     a 

legislative    committee    should    make    a 

thorough  Investigation  of  the  manage-  | 

menjt.  i 

Respectfully, 

A  FRIEND  OF  THE  BLIND. 


V\:a:^T\\OTcL.CLoW'VLeci\:\Ci,vx\.  To^V. 


#-^  r^  Cmm»  of '-IW  FPIIfilloiiT"" 

T^ijB  case  of  Superintendent  Charles  H. 
Sofe^  of  the  Connecticut  Institute  and 
Industrial  Home  for  the  Blind,  who 
forcibly  ejected  Miss  Mary  Hall  from 
the  institution  while  she  was  inspecting 
^it  as  a  member  of  the  state  board  of 
charities,  is  now  pending-  before  the 
Hartford  police  court.  While  the  inci- 
dent is  a  subject  for  judicial  action  com- 
ments on  the  merits  of  the  case — if  it 
has  any— ^may  well  be  deferred. 

But  the  sensational  ousting  perform- 
ance is  the  upshot  of  a  gray-haired  dis- 
pute between  the  institute  and  the  state 
board  of  charities.    That  dispute  has  its 
roots  in  contradictory  interpretations  of 
the   law.    The    statute    specifically    au- 
;  thorizes  the  state  board  of  charities  tc 
I  inspect  "all  institutions  for  the  care  oi 
support  of   the    dependent   or   criminal 
classes."    It's     about     the     word     "de- 
I)endent"    that    the    controversy    rages 
The  management  of  the  Institute  for  tht 
blind  contends  that  the  inmates  of  th< 
establishment     aren't     dependents.    Oi 
the  other  hand,  ^he  board  of  charitiej 
strenuously   insists    that,    as    the    stati 
pays  a  stipulated  sum  for  the  suppor 
of  each  person  maintained  in  the  insti- 
tution,    the    inmates    are    obviously    i 
dependent  class  and  that  the  right  of  in> 
spection  by  the  board  is  clearly  guar- 
anteed by  law.    Moreover,  the  refusal  03 
the  legislature  to  pass  a  bill  exempting 
the  institute  from  the  list  of  establish- 
ments which  the  board  is  authorized  tc 
visit  is  held  as  supplementary  evidence 
of  the  right  of  inspection  by  the  board. 
Still    further,    kerosene    oil    has    been 
poured  on  the  flames  of  the  dispute  by 
criticisms    which    the    state    board    of 
charities  has  from  time  to  time  passed 
upon   the    administrative   and   financial 
policies  pursued  by  the  institution. 

The  management  has  resolutely  con- 
i  tended  for  its  alleged  statutory  right  to 


prohibit  the  members~of  the Tfate 'beard 
of  charities  from  visiting  the  institu- 
tion, and  the  board  has  been  equally  ag- 
gressive in  insisting-  on  its  legal  author- 
ity to  inspect  the  premises  inside  and 
out.  Last  year  some  sort  of  a  truce  was 
patched  up  and  it  was  understood  that 
under  the  agreement  the  members  of  the 
board  were  to  be  permitted  to  inspect 
the  institution  unopposed  by  the  man- 
agement. But  something  happened  on 
Wednesday. 

Whatever  technics!  right  the  manage- 
ment may  have  or  may  not  have  to  ex- 
clude members  of  the  state  board  of 
charities  from  the  institution  such  a 
policy  of  atteonpted  exclusion  will  be 
considered  by  many  as  disclosing  lack 
of  tact.  It  would  be  more  diplomatic  for 
the  management  to  waive  any  fancied 
technicality,  to  welcome  the  members  of 
the  state  board  and  to  show  them 
through  the  institution  from  cellar  to 
attic.  A  policy  of  frankness  and  cor- 
diality and  confidence  would  produce 
more  satisfactory  results  than  a  policy 
of  hostility  and  eviction.  Hostility  on 
the  part  of  the  management  tends  toj 
create  distrust  and  suspicion  on  the  part 
of  the  board — and  the  friction  is  then 
bound  to  grow  fat  by  what  it  feediMWi'.***! 


Miss  Mary  Hall,  a  member  of  the 
st*ate  board  of  charities,  has  preferred  a 
chargje  of  a^6>l'iuU  against  Rev.  C.  H. 
Jooes,  8upRrin«eoderU  ot  the  Industrial 
Jipstltute  and  Home  for  the  Blind  l^ 
Sartford,  be.'aiiae  Mr.  Jones  reflieea  to 
allow  her  to  pay  aa  official  visit  to  the 
instisudon  as  a  member  of  the  board  of 
pbarities. 


mi 
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ANOTHER  BLIKD  BLUlsDER. 


Miss  Mary  Hall,  a  useful  and  working  ; 
member   of  the    state    board   of   chart-  j 
ties,  was  roughly  handled  yesterday  at  | 
the  Institution  for  the  Blind  in  this  city, 
fgftftsj^j^mally  refused  peinnission  to  in- 
spect the  premises,  and  finally  the  doors  j 
were  locked  against  her;   although  the! 
law  specifically  prescribes  that  institu- : 
tions  which  the  state  aids  shall  be  open  j 
to   the  charity   board.    It   is   impossible] 
to  see  why  this  personal  affront  to  Miss 
Hall  was  not  also  an  insult  to  the  state  i 
whose  laws  were    disregarded.      What 
earthly  harm  could  that  lone  woman  do  i 
^^^jg^nnking  through  the  institution?  The 
natural  inference  is  that  there  is  some- 
thing there  that  it  would  not  do  for  her 
to  see.    What  greater  triumph  could  the  | 
much    criticized    management     achieve 
than  to  have  her  go  through  the  place 
and  find  it  all  right?  It  is  singular  that 
the    School    for    the    Deaf    in    this    city 
makes  no  objection  to  Miss  Hall's  vis- 
its and,  indeed,  welcomes  them  on  the 
assumption  that  every  time  the  institu- 
tion is  inspected,  and  attention  drawn ! 
to  it,  it  will  be  better  known.  She  comes  j 
and    goes    as    she    pleases    among     the 
many  other   charitable   institutions     of 
Connecticut,  but  this  blind  concern  tries 
to  shut  her  out,  and  even  went  so  far 
two  years  ago  as  to  try  to  get  a  law 
pa.ssed   lifting  it  out  from   under  state 
charity  inspection.   This  was  promptly 
squelched   when   it   came   to   be   under- 
stood. It  is  well  known  that  Miss  Hall 
as  a  member  of  the  charity  board  has 
actively    and   frequently   criticized   this, 
blind  institution,  but  there  is  jig  provi-| 
sion  in  the  law  that  the  stnte  board  of 
charities  is  only  to  be  admitted   whenj 
provided   with  whitewash  or  soft  soap. 
Its  business  is  criticism. 
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'  BLIND  INSTITOTE 

DR.     TRACY'S  OPINION    0 
HARTFORD  HOME 

Sympathizes  With  Miss  Ha. 

= *  Wa  s  Con  dem  ned  Duv-' 

hig  His  Term 

The  alleged  assault  upon  Miss  Mar; 
Hall,  a  member  of  the  state  board  o 
charities,  toy  Superintendent  C.  H.  Jones 
of  the  Connecticut  Institute  and  Indus 
trial  Home  for  the  Blind,  in  Hartford 
published  in  Thursday's  Record  was  rea( 
with  considerable  interest  in  Meriden  a^ 
Miss  Hall  is  well  known  here  having 
visted  the  various  insHtutions  in  this 
city  twice  a  year  for  many  years  and  is 
considered  a  very  capable  woman  for  the 
position  she  holds. 

Dr.  Andrew  W.  Tracy,  a  former  mem- 
ber of  the  state  board  of  charities,  was 
associated  vs^ith  Miss  Hall  for  several 
years  and  nobody  knows  her  any  better 
than  he  does.  When  asked  yesterday 
what  he  thinks  of  Superintendent  Jones' 
act,  Dr.  Tracy  said:  "Well,  he  would 
not  have  put  me  out.  Miss  Hall  should 
not  have  left  the  institution  until  she 
was  ready.  Miss  Hall  knows  her  busi- 
ness, and  I  think  better  than  some  of  the 
officials  of  that  institute  do.  That  is  a 
;  state  institution,  because  it  receives 
state  money  and  members  of  the  board 
of  charities  have  a  right  to  inspect  such 
places. 

"The  old  board  appointed  by  Gover- 
nor Morris,  of  which  I  was  a  member 
with  Miss  Hall,  visited  that  institution 
for  the  blind.  We  found  a  very  unsatis- 
factory condition  of  affairs  there,  so 
much  so  that  we  condemned  its  methods 
and  opposed  the  request  for  a  state  ap- 
propriation. This,  of  course,  was  not  ap- 
preciated by  the  officials  of  the  institute. 
Miss  Hall  is  the  only  member  of  the  old 
board  left  and  perhaps  Superintendent 
Jones  has  had  his  orders  not  to  allow  her 
around  the  premises. 


*'Just  think  of  it.  There  were  not  long 
ago  only  eleven  inmates  recorded  at  that 
home  with  sixteen  officers,  instnictors 
and  attendants  employed,  1  uiiderstand 
the  list  of  employes  has  been  reduced  re- 
cently. The  store  of  the  institute  has 
been  closed  as  an  unprofitable  venture 
and  the  broom  making  industry  was  dis- ' 
continued.  The  affairs  of  this  dual  insti- : 
tution  will  be  the  object  of  much  inter- 
est during  the  coming  year.  It  should  j 
be  closed."  , 

Dr.   Tracy  quoted  the  following  from 
the  state  board's  reoort:  ^  ,        I 

"Although  the  sum  of  $15,000  had  beenj 
granted  upon  certain  conditions  by  the| 
general  assembly  of  1899  to  relieve  the{ 
indebtedness  of  the  Connecticut  Institutel 
for  the  Blind,  another  effort  was  made' 
in  the  last  legislature  by  the  officers  ot 
the  institution  to  secure  a  similar  amountj 
for  the  same  purpose.  This  move  wasi 
opposed  by  the  state  board  of  charitie^ 
on  the  ground  that  the  condition  of  thej 
approDriation  of  1899  had  not  been  com-i 
p^nkrlWth  ,that  in  spite  of  liberal  reve-! 
nues  the  institute  continued  to  run  inj 
debt,  and  that  the  results  of  its  work} 
were  not  commensurate  with  the  amounts  i 
of  money  expended.  As  a  consequence,! 
a  careful  investigation  of  its  affairs  was 
I  made  by  experts  for  the  committee  on! 
I  appropriations,  and  it  was  decided  that 
tlie  methods  of  bookeeping  discovered  atj 
the  institute  did  not  ,M^arrant  the  grant-j 
ing  of  any  extra  appropriations.  Under 
the  new  superintendent,  how-ever,  better! 
things  were  hoped  for,  so  the  regular! 
appropriations  for  the  care  and  edueationi 
of  blind  pupils  were  continued." 


V\b^TV\oT<:^>  CoW>(VeQ,\\CL\>Jt-  .  vic^Vi^T  a:wV 


f      SUPT  JONES  IN  COUffr."     i 

j  ,       I 

jCasc  for  Assanlt  ou  Miss  Mary  Hall  | 
I  Adjourned  Till  Saturday.  j 

Charles  H.   Jones,   superintendent  of 
the    Connecticut    Institute    and    Indus  - 
trial   Home   for   the     Blind,     who     on 
j  Wednesday  was  notified   to  appear  in 
i  the  police  court  yesterday  morning  to 
!  answer  to  a  charge  of  assaulting  Miss 
Mary  Hall  of  the  state  board  of  chari- 
ties, when  she  went  to  the  institution 
(Wednesday   to   make    an   official  visit, 
Iwas  not  present  yesterday  Avhen  court 
I  opened.  At  9:15  Mr.  Jones  came  in  ac- 
companied   by    his    lawyer,    Joseph    L. 
Barbour,  and  the  case  was  called  short- 
ly after  they  appeared. 

Mr.  Jones  pleaded  not  guilty  to  the 
complaint  and  Mr,  Barbour  had  a  con- 
ference with  Prosecuting  Attorney 
Freeman  as  to  an  adjournment':  It  was 
agreed  that  the  case  be  continued  to 
Saturday,  Judge  Garvan  fixed  the  bond 
on  the  continuance  at  $100.  Mr,  Barbour 
said  that  Herbert  H.  White  would  go 
bonds  for  Mr,  Jones  and  that  Mr. 
White  had  promised  to  come  to  court  on 
being  notified  that  he  was  wanted,  but 
as  Joseph  P,  Tuttle  was  present  he  had 
asked  him  to  go  bonds  for  Mr.  Jones 
and  Mr.  Tuttle  had  consented,  Mr,  Tut- 
tle qualified  as  bondsman. 

Miss  Hall  was  in  court  early,  ac- 
companied by  Miss  Prances  Ellen  Burr. 
Among  the  others  in  the  courtroom 
were  Rev.  S.  B.  Forbes.  William  H.  Col- 
lins, former  stationmaster  at  Union 
Station,  Charles  J.  Merrill  and  Miss 
Hall's    brother. 

There  was  much  interest  taken  in  the 
case  by  people  of  the  city  and  there 
were  frequent  inquiries  of  reporters  as 
to  Its  outcome.  When  Mr,  Freeman,  af- 
ter the  consultation  with  Mr.  Barbour, 
proposed  an  adjournment  of  the  case, 
Judge  Garvan  asked  if  the  assault  was 
serious.  Mr.  Freeman  answered  in  th€ 
negative  and  said  it  was  more  a  tech; 
i  nical  assault  than  anything  else,  j 
1  "Then  I  will  order  the  adjournmeiw 
I  said  the  judge.  .•^*' 
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A  QUESTION  OF  AUTHORITY. 

For  a  considerable  period  there  has 
been    a   controversy    between    the    su- 
perintendent of  the  Connecticut  insti- 
tute and  industrial  home  for  the-lafcl*B4i 
and  the  state  board   of  charities,  and 
it   culminated   the    other     day    in   the 
ejectment  of  one  of  the  women  mem- 
bers of  the  latter  when  she  undertook 
to    inspect    the    institution.     To    just 
what  an  extent  the  ejection  was  forci- 
ble is  not  clear,  though  it  appears  cer- 
tain that  a  show  of  force  was  made, 
*    •    * 
The   story   of  the   controversy   is    a 
long-  one  and  we  shall  not  weary  our 
readers  with  it  in  detail.     The  nub  of 
it   is  a  belief   on    the   part   of  the   of- 
ficials of  the  institution  that  the  state 
board  of    charities    has    intentionally 
misrepresented  it.     They  claim,  as  we 
understand  it,  that  the  correspondence 
which  has  passed   between  them   will 
demonstrate      that     fact.     The     state 
board  of  charities,  on  the  other  hind 
allege,  as  we  understand  it,  that  t'loy 
are  innocent  of  the  charge  of  mls»*ep- 
resentation,  but  that  the  persistent  re- 
fusal of  the  superintendent  to  perm»t 
thfem  to  make  such  thorough  inspec- 
tions of  that  institution  as  they  do  of 
the  others,  which  receive  aid  from  the 
state,  has  compelled  them  to  regard  it 
with  suspicion.      Had  not  such  a  per- 
sonal  controversy   arisen,    it   is   likelj', 
on    the    one    hand,    that     a     judgment! 
could  be  reached  Of  its  merits,  and,  on 
the  other  hand,   the  dispute  be  tossed 
aside  v/hich  hangs  on  the  meaning  oT. 
the   word   "defendent,"   which   plays  a 
part  in  determining  the  attitude  of  the 
state  board  of  charities  toward  its  cf-i 
ficial   duties.      In   this   regard,    it   is    a| 
quarrel  between  "tis"  and  "taint." 


The  law  of  the  state  provides  that 
the  state  board  of  charities  may  in- 
spect all  almshouses,  homes  for  neg- 
lected or  dependent  children,  orphans, 
hospitals  and  all  institutions  for  thi'' 
care  or  support  of  the  dependent  or 
criminal  classes,  and  that  they  shall 
inspect  all  institutions  in  which  per- 
sons are' detained  by  com^iulsion.  S'lys 
the  Hartford  Times,  which  is  printed 
in  the  city  where  the  institution  is 
located:  "The  state  has  also  recognized 
"The  Connecticut  Institute  and  Indus- 
trial Home  for  the  Blind"  as  a  home 
for  dependent  children  by  appropriat- 
ing $300  a  year  for  each  pupil,  besides 
an  allowance  of  $30  a  year  for  cloth- 
ing; while  attempts  by  the  managers 
to  obtain  some  statement  that  the 
clause  above  quoted  does  not  apply  to 
their  pupils  have  failed.  Other  insti- 
tutions* like  the  American  School  for 
the  Deaf  in  this  city,  are  inspected  un- 
der the  same  authority  and  no  protest 
is  made.  Yet  these  others  are  at  least 
as  worthy  and  as  careful  of  the  pro- 
prieties as  that  in  which  a  member  of 
the  state  board  of  charities  is  said  to 
have  been  assaulted,  Wednesday,  for 
insisting  on  the  right  of  inspection. 
We  take  it  that  the  supeHntendent 
who  thus  interfered  with  an  official  of 
the  state  will  stand  alone  in  defense 
of  what  he  did  and  the  manner  in 
which  he  did  it." 

«  •  « 
We  imagine  that  the  superintendent 
of  the  home  for  the  blind  will  have 
considerable  difficulty  in  substantiating 
his  claim  that  his  is  not  an  institution 
where  a  dependent  class  is  housed  by 
the  charity  of  the  state.  At  the  same 
time  we  suspect  that  had  the  state 
board  of  charities  apTJroached  him  in  a 
more  corxciliatory  mood,  and  thus 
provoked  a  similar  mood  in  him,  that 
we  should  never  have  heard  of  a  con- 
troversy over  the  right  of  the  state 
board  to  inspect  the  premises.  If  we 
are  not  mistaken  also,  the  objection  of 
the  management  of  the  institute  for  the 
blind  has  been  more  to  the  visits  of 
certain  members  of  the  state  board 
than    to    the    act    of    visitation.        This 
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agtiin  emphasizes  the  personal  phase  of 
the  misunflerstandinff,  and  prompts  the 
conclusion  that  what  is  needed  is  more 
tact  and  less  chipping-  of  the  shoulder. 
We  recall  that  there  was  a  strain  be- 
tween the  management  of  the  state's 
prison  at  Wethersfield  and  the  state 
board  of  charities  before  Warden  Gar- 
vin took  charge.  That  has  since  entire- 
ly melted  away  largely  through  the 
good  sense  of  that  ofRcia),  who  wisely 
believes  that  first  the  institution  should 
always  be  in  a  condition  to  be  inspect- 
ed, and  second  that  the  board  of  char- 
ities in  particular  should  be  welcomed 
to  the  task.  We  are  sure  there  should 
be  no  controversy  between  the  institu- 
tion for  the  blind  and  the  state  board 

of  charities. 

*   *   * 

In  this  general  connection.  It  would 
be  well  for  the  state  of  Connecticut  to 
study  the  practice  of  Massachusetts  in 
Its  care  of  these  public  institutions,  and 
to  adopt  the  principle  of  it.  Their  con- 
solidation under  one  head  so  far  as 
management  is  concerned  would  be 
wise,  and  this  would  abolish  the  pres- 
ent jail  system  which  is  the  disgrace 
of  the  Connecticut  system.  These  peri- 
odical controversies  suggest  the  need  of 
a   change   in   directing  method. 


I      The  olds'^narrel  between  the  state  board 
of  ch0LMti|s  and  the  institute  for  tha^^bHftil 
I  has   Hf^*]^  out  in   a   new   way  this  week 
when   ti^e   isuperintendent   of   the  institute 
;  refused  to  admit  a  woman  member  of  the 
board.  The  real  foundation  of  the  quarrel 
is  that  the  board  has  repeatedly  blamed  the 
management  of  the  institution.  The  osten- 
sible ground  is  a  ridiculous  pretense  on  the 
part  of  the  management  that  the  inmates 
for  whose  care  and  tuition  the  state  pays 
i $300  each   year   are  not   "dependent"   and 
1  therefore  do  not  fall   within  the  provision 
of  law   which   authorizes   the   state   board 
I  of  charities  to  inspect  and  report  on  places 
I  in  which  dependent  wards  of  the  state  are 
[placed.     The     institute     is     technically     a 
\  private   undertaking.    It   was    incorporated 
[under  the  general  law  for  corporations  with- 
!  out  a  capital  stock  in  1903,  the  prime  mover 
[Leing  F.  E.  Cleaveland,  a  bling  lawyer.  At 
jthe   same    session  .of   the    Legislature   the 
board     of    education     of    the     blind     w^as 
[created.    Its    charter    was    remarkable.    It 
■provided  for  four  members,  the  governor, 
ithe  chief  justice  of  the  supreme  court  and 
jtwo  others,  one  man  and  one  woman,  and 
!of  these  last  two  one  must  be  a  blind  per- 
ison.  Mr  Cleaveland  was  named  as  the  male 
jnember.  The  board  was  authorized  to  con- 
tract for  the  education  of  blind  persons  with 
institutions  having  £acilities*^9Bss--the  work. 
Mr  Cleaveland  was  at  the  head  of  the  in- 
stitute   already    mentioned    and    whereas 
all  pupils  had  theretofore  been  sent  to  the 
[Perkins  institute  in  Boston  they  were  now 
gradually    diverted   to    the    establishments 
set  going  by  the  Cleaveland  concern.  Again 
and    again    the    institute    obtained    money 
for  buildings   and   for   other   purposes  in- 
cluding the   payment  of  debts   which  had 
Accumulated. 

i  There  was  much  complaint  and  after 
[Several  years  the  requirement  that  one 
(member  of  the  board  should  be  a  blind  per- 
son was  repealed  and  Mr  Cleaveland  ceased 
ito  be  a  member  of  the  board.  Later  o^e 
gave  up  the  active  management  of  the 
nstitute.  But^the  experience  of  years  had 


3red  distrustTbf  the  management,  except 
IS  to  the  kindergarten,  which  -was  judicious-  i 
y  placed  in  charge  of  well-known  Hartford 
vomen.  It  was  in  a  different  building  and 
las  "beyond  question  done  good  work  and 
(nlisted  the  enthusiastic  support  and  lively 
)ersonal  interest  of  some  women  who  M'^ould 
lever  permit  neglect,  or  unbusinesslike 
vays  in  that  part  of  the  work  which  came 
ivithin  their  personal  knowledge  as  the 
cindergarten  has  done.  The  old  institute 
las  never  gained  the  confidence  which  its 
nana^ers  have  insisted  it  deserved.  It  has 
jomietimes  been  hardly  handled  in  the 
Legislature  when  it  went  seeking  more 
noney,  and  especially  when  it  sought  to 
)btain  a  declaration  tliat  it  is  not  subject 
;o  the  inspection  which  the  state  board  of 
charities  has  made  and  attempted  to  make 
Jiis  week.  There  has  been  complaint  that 
t  accomplished  less  than  should  be  ex- 
pected, and  its  reports  have  always  been 
pu2szles.  Very  competent  men  have  pro- 
fessed themselves  unable  to  make  out  what 
they  meant  or  to  understand  the  financial 
statement.  It  is  supposed  to  comply  with 
the  statute,  but  somehow  it  does  not  give 
the  kind  of  information  unually  to  be  ob- 
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THE  HARTFORD  INSTITUTE  FOR 
THE  BLIND. 

A'  very  great  amount  of  feeling  has 
been  raised  over  the  shutting  out  of 
Miss  Mary  Hall,  member  of  the  State 
Board  of  Charities,  from  the  Connecti- 
cut Institute  for  the  blind  in  Hartford. 
Miss  Hall  presented  herself  at  that  in- 
stitution and  asked  admittance  as  a 
state  official,  claiming  that  the  insti- 
tution was  one  within  the  scope  of  her 
duties  as  a  state  visitor,  since  it  re- 
ceived three  hundred  dollars  or  more  a 
year,  per  inmate  from  the  state,  in  sup- 
port of  its  work.  Miss  Hall  was  denied 
admittance  and  was  thurst  forth  by 
the  Superintendent  Mr.  C.  H.  Jones 
with  constructive  assault  and  she  has 
sued  Mr.  Jones  therefor.  The  very  gen- 
eral and  prevailing  opinion  seems  to  be 
that  Miss  Hall  was  entirely  within  her 
rights  and  the  scope  of  her  duty  in 
demanding  admission  to  the  institution 
and  that  she  m,ust  win  her  case  in  the 
end  with  more  or  less  damage  to  the 
institution  concerned.  A  somewhat  en- 
lightening statement  as  to  the  rela- 
tions of  this  institution  to  the  state, 
and  more  particularly  to  the  state 
board  of  charities  of  which  Miss  Hall 
is  a  member,  is  given  by  the  Meriden 
Record  of  the  3d  inst.,  in  the  following 
interview: — 

"Dr.  Andrew  W.  Tracy,  a  former 
member  of  the  state  board  of  charities, 
was  associated  with  Miss  Hall  for  sev- 
eral years  and  nobody  knows  her  any 
better  than  he  does.  When  asked  yes- 
terday what  he  thinks  of  Superinten- 
dent Jone's  act.  Dr.  Tracy  said:  "Well, 
he  would  not  have  put  me  out.  Miss 
Hall  should  not  have  left  the  institu- 
tion until  she  was  ready.  Miss  Hall 
knows  her  business,  and  I  think  bet- 
ter than  some  of  the  officials  of  that 
institute  do.  That  is  a  state  institu- 
tion, because  it  receives  state  money 
and  members  of  the  board  of  chari- 
ties have  a  right  to  inspect  such  places. 

"The  old  board  appointed  by  Gover- 
nor Morris,  of  which  I  was  a  member 
with  Miss  Hall,  visited  that  institution 
for  the  blind.  We  found  a  very  unsat- 
isfactory condition  of  affairs  there,  so 
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much  so  that  we  condemned  its  meth- 
ods and  opposed  the  request  for  a 
state  appropriation.  This,  of  course, 
was  not  appreciated  by  the  officials  o|,j 
tlie  institute.  Miss  Hall  is  the  only! 
member  of  tlie  old  board  left  and  per-  ! 
haps  Superintendent  Jones  has  had  his  i 
orders  not  to  allow  her  around  the  | 
premises.  I 

"Just  think  of  it.  There  were  not  I 
\cmg  ago  only  eleven  inmates  record- 
ed at  that  home  with  sixteen  officers,  I 
instructors  and  attendants  employed.  I ! 
understand  the  list  of  employees  has  I 
been  reduced  recently.  The  store  of  the  | 
institute  has  been  closed  as  an  unpro- 
fitable venture  and  the  broom  making  [ 
industry  was  discontinued.  The  affairs  i 
of  this  dual  institulon  will  be  the  ob-  | 
ject  of  much  interest  during  the  com-  ! 
ing  year.    It  should  be  closed." 


\A^-T \\ c.v_^.  Q.or\xveQ-\ V c\xV . ^^sV 
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A  Superfluous   Moral.  ^ 

The  ousting-  episode  growing  out  of 
he  visit  of  a  member  of  the  state 
oard  of  charities  to  the  Connecticut 
nstitute  and  Industrial  Home  for  the 
ilind  is  used  by  the  valued  Ansonia 
Jentinel   to   point   a  mighty  moral   and 

0  adorn  a  tremendous  tale.  As  fol- 
ows: 

The  recent  incident  at  the  state 
ichool  for  the  blind  should  result  in 
jiaving  the  inspection  of  such  schools  i 
piade  without  advance  notices  being 
sent  in  and  without  any  knowledge 
vhatever  on  the  part  of  the  manage- 
nent  that  any  or  all  members  of  the 
)fflcial  board  of  inspectors  are  to  make 

1  tour  of  the  buildings.  Anyone  can 
nanage  to  have  things  tidy  and  in- 
bates  presentable  if  notified  a  few  days 
!n  advance  that  'company's  comJng,' 
but  it  takes  a  good  manager  to  be 
heady  at  all  times,  in  season  and  out, 
Inspectors  or  no  inspectors." 

j  The  theory  that  the  visits  of  thf 
kate  board  of  charities  to  public  in- 
stitutions should  be  barren  of  advance 
notification  is  sound  but  belated.  Whal 
the  esteemed  Sentinel  vehemently  in- 
ists  should  be  done  has  long  been  done, 
he  practice  for  which  our  contem- 
orary  makes  a  plea  forestalled  the 
lea  by  many  years.  The  law  which 
directs  the  board  to  make  quarterly 
visits  to  certain  classes  of  Institutions 
prescribes  that  "no  previous  notice  of 
such  visits  shall  be  given  to  the  perj- 
sons  in  charge  of  the  institutions 
visited."  That's  as  plain  as  a  pikestaff, 
as  distinct  as  a  flute  in  the  next  block 
.and  as  definite  as  the  multiplicatidi^ 
(table.  The  board  is  forbidden  to  give 
tprevious  notice  of  visits  to  institutions 
whose  inspection  is  compulsory,  and^^we 


anderstand  that  its  members  pursue 
•.he  same  policy  with  reference  to  in- 
jtitutions  whose  inspection  is  optional. 

The  valued  Sentinel  is  trying-  to  re- 
orm  a  situation  that  doesn't  exist.  It 
3  trying  to  institute  a  practice  that's 
Iready  operative.  It  is  setting  up  a 
lan   of   straw   in   order   to    knock    the 


A   DEFENSE  OF  MISS  HALL. 


If 


The  following  communication  is  fur- 
jnished  by  a  well-known  Connecticut  law- 
yer, whose. opinion  on  the  legal  aspect  of 
the  case  would  command  respect  for  his 
■name  alone  if  we  were  at  liberty  to  use  it, 
and  whose  judgment  on  matters  outside 
the  law  is  also  in  good  and  regular 
standing: 

Every   friend  of  Governor  Chamber- 
lain     regrets  that  he  consented  to  be 
■  present  at  a  secret  meeting  of  certain 
members  of  the  state   board  of  chari- 
ties and  the  Institute  for  the  Blind,  and 
to  assist  in  an  attempt  to  deprive  Miss 
,  Hall,  a  fellow  member  of  the  board  of 
charities,  of  the  right  to  visit  the  blind 
institute,   a  right  which  the  la/W  gives 
her,  by  voting  that  she  should  not  be 
;  allowed  to  visit  it.  - 

Their    action    Avas    arbitrary,    illegal, 
and    insulting  to  her. 
I     She   was  not  present;   had  no  notice 
I  of  the  meeting,   and  had  no  knowledge 
j  of   their    action.     It    would    have    been 
j  fair  and  courteous  to  Miss  Hall  if  they 
\  had   informed   her   of   their   secret   ac- 
I  tion,   especially  as  the  other  members 
,  of  the  board  of  charities  were  particu- 
\  lar  to  reserve  to  themselves  the  right 
:  which   they   denied   to   her.     She  could 
1  then  have  stayed  away  from  the  insti- 
j  tution  and  not  exposed  herself  to  per- 
Isonal    violence,    and    she    would    have 
ibeen    saved    from    the    humiliation    of 
I  having  her  clothes  torn  by  an  ex-rev- 
erend superintendent. 
I     A  governor  ought  not  to  go  into  the 
j  witness  box  of  a  police  court  and  as- 
{  sist  in  the.  defense  of  a  man  who  had 
I;  laid  violent  hands  on  a  woman  in  the 
discharge  of  her  official  duties,  and  by 
his   presence    there     secure   an    acquit- 
tal, even  if  he  were  a  party  to  the  se- 
cret and  illegal  agreement,  in  the  carry- 
ing out  of  which  she  was  assaulted. 

Judge  Garvan  in  Ms  opinion  says: 
"The  question  of  Miss  Hall's  right  to 
visit  the  institution  was  not  involved 
in  the  suit."  His  decision  places  her 
in  a  peculiar  and  embarrassing  posi- 
tion. 
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The  statute  clearly  gives  her  the 
rlg-ht  to  visit  the  institution,  yet  the 
judge  decides  that  the  superintendent 
was  justified  in  using*  force  sufficient 
to  prevent  her:  and  under  that 
decision,  if  she  again  attempts 
to  exercise  her  statutory  right,  the  su- 
perintendent has  the  right  to  again 
eject  her.  Until  that  decision,  it  •was 
supposed,  that  it  was  an  assault  to 
prevent  by  force  a  public  officer  from 
performing  his  official  duties,  but  it  is 
well  to  know  the  law. 

"FAIR  PLAY." 


Hi 
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Our  readers  have  been  made  ac- 
iqtr&inted  with  the  fact  that  a  fresh 
phase  of  the  old  controversy  between 
the  Connecticut  Institute  tajid  Indus- 
trial Home  for  the  Blind  and  the  State 
Board  of  Charities  has  braken  out. 
This  time  it  is  charged  that  the  super- 
intendent of  the  school  used  force  to 
eject  a  member  of  the  Board  of  Chari- 
ties when  she  undertook  to  inspect  the 
Institution.  An  arrest  was  made,  as 
we  recollect,  and  a  court  hearing:  is  to 
he  held  on  Monday.  In  this  connection 
the  following  communication  received 
this  morning  is  suggestive : 
!  To  the  Editor  of  The  New  Haven,  Reg- 
ister, Sir: 
At  a  meeting  of  the  board  of  trustees 
of  the  Connecticut  Institute  and  Indus- 
trial'Home  for  the  Blind,  held  Thursday 
afternoon,  June  9th,  the  following  resolu- 
tion was  unanimously  adopted: 

Resolved,  That  this  board,  having  fully 
j  investigated  the  difficulty  between  the 
!  (general  superintendent,  Charles  H.  Jones, 
Of  this  institution,  and  Miss  Hall  of  the 
jlrtate  board  of  charities,  is  convinced  that 
the  said  superintendent  committed  in  the 
lease  ho  act  in  the  nature  ot  an  assault,  ana 
In  view  of  the  agreement  entered  into 
between  the  state  board  of  charities  and 
the  state  board  of  education  for  the 
I  blind,  was  fully  justified  in  the  course 
■  Which  he  pursued;  and  we  hereby  pledge 
him  our  confidence  and  support  in  the 
proceedings  which  have  been  instituted 
against  him. 
I  FRANCES  C.   PALMER, 

Secretary. 
jIHartford,  June  9,  1904. 

*  *  • 
Ordinarily  a  controversy  between  two 
6uch  bodies  might  with  reason  be  ig- 
nored and  allowed  to  settle  itself,  but 
In  this  case  it  is  the  culmination  of  a 
prdtracted  controversy  which  should  be 
sifted  to  bhe  bottom,  in  order  to  deter- 
mine what  the  attitude  of  the  state 
Bhculd  in  the  immediate  future  be  to- 
•wards  both  institutions.  We  take  it 
that  the  hearing  in  court  on  Monday 
iwill  give  both  parties  an  opportunity 
to    present   their    case    in    full,    and   ^^ 


ekculd  become  a  labor  of  love  with  the 
court  and  lawyers  to  see  thai  it  is 
done.  It  is  scarcely  conceivable,  on 
th-i  one  hand,  that  the  school  for  the 
(blind,  which  is  a  useful  institution, 
ehculd,  through  its  dignified  board  of 
trustees,  take  such  action  as  it  did 
yenterday  without  defensible  reasons 
of  which,  of  course,  the  'public  is  ignor- 
ant. It  Jias  declared  in  specific  terms 
that  it  has  conducted  an  independent 
investigation  and  satisfied  itself  that 
Sts  superintendent  did  not  forcibly 
eject  the  representative  of  the  Board 
of  Charities  as  charged.  Even  assum- 
ing that  the  board  of  directors  were  un- 
der moral  obligations  to  stand  by  their 
superintendent  until  the  trial  in  court 
had  been  concluded,  it  is  not  conceiv- 
able that  it  should  have  gone  further 
with  its  resolution  without  the  very 
best  of  reasons.  It  practically  charges 
the  Board  of  Charities  with  bad  faith, 
in  having  broken  some  solemn  agree- 
ment, and  then  pledges  its  confidence 
In  the  superintendent,  which  more 
than  ever  establishes  the  determina-; 
tion  of  that  institution  to  set  itself 
right  in  the  eyes  of  a  community 
which  strangely  enough  has  not  been 
dealt  with  frankly. 

•  •  • 
There  seems  to  us  to  be  very  little 
Question  of  the  legal  right  of  the  Board 
of  Charities  to  inspect  the  school  for 
the  blind  as  it  inspects  other  institu- 
tions which  receive  aid  from  the  state. 
We  are  not  so  sure,  however,  that  the 
law  creaing  the  Board  of  Charities  or- 
iginally contemplated  such  institutions 
as  the  schools  for  the  blind  and  the 
deaf  as  a  part  of  the  property  to  be 
fvlsited  from  time  to  time.  However, 
that  may  be,  we  are  imformed  that  a 
compromise  understanding  was  reached 
Iby  the  trustees  of  the  school'  and  the 
Board  of  Charities  by  which  the  pro- 
perty was  to  be  visited  and  Inspected 
at  pleasure  by  certain  members  of  the 
latter,  but  not  by  certain  other  mem- 
bers including  the  lady  who  Is  said  to 
have  been  forcibly  ejected.  This  com- 
promise agreement  was  made  because 
the  trustees  believed  that  the  objec- 
tionable members  of  the  Board  of  Char- 
ities had  misrepresented  them  and  their 
Institution  from  malicious  motives.  If 
we  are   not  mistaken,    there  is   corres- 
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Iirondence  in  existence  which  groes  deep- 
ly into  the  matter,  and  which,  in  view 
of  the  compromise  agrreement  finally 
made,  tends  to  confirm  our  suspicion 
(that  there  was  'Something  persistently 
objectionable  towards  the  superinten.™, 
dent  of  the  school,  and  that  therefore 
!he  and  his  trustees  were  in  a  measure 
at  least,  justified  in  insisting-  that  the 
Inspection  should  be  made  by  commis- 
Bioners  whose  attitude  had  never  been 
brought  under  suspicion.  We  take  it, 
that  any  superintendent  and  board  of 
(trustees  of  any  Institution  would  insist 
upon  an  uniprejudiced  attitude,  or 
actual  proof  of  mismanagement. 
*  •  * 
Now  the  Interest  which  the  people 
(of  the  state  have  in  this  controversy 
consists  In  their  right  to  know  In  what 
manner  their  representatives  In  office 
conduct  themselves,  and  what  the 
standard  of  management  is  at  the  var- 
ious institutions  which  their  money 
lielps  to  maintain.  Our  own  general 
©pinion  of  the  state  Board  of  Charities 
has  been  a  favorable  one,  first  because 
Its  reports,  have  revealed  a  high  sense 
©f  efficient  inspection  and  an  equally 
•lear  Idea  of  what  changes  are  needed 
In  the  laws  governing  public  and  seml- 
public  institutions,  and  second  because 
its  relations  with  the  other  institutions 
of  the  state  are  extremely  cordial-  Our 
opinion  of  the  school  for  the  blind  has 
been  favorable  on  account  of  the  high 
character  of  its  trustees,  whose  fair- 
ness it  is  not  possible  to  suspect  with- 
out definite  proof.  And  yet  these  two 
bodies  have  come  into  conflict,  not  in 
an  ordinary  manner,  but  In  a  manner 
which  compels  their  appearance  in 
Gourt.  on  a  charge  of  assault  and  bat- 
tery. This  requires  a  thorough  sifting 
of  all  the  evidence.  It  Is  essential  that 
it  should  be  known  once  for  all  where 
the  fault  lies  and  what  the  remedies 
for  the  things  complained  of  are.  In 
the  meantime,  the  public  should  keep 
the  lid  on  its  prejudices.  ;.i 
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An  Official  Decision  Needed. 

Havs  the  members  of  the  state  board 
of  charities  the  statutory  right  to  in- 
spect the  Connecticut  Institute  and  In- 
dustrial Home  for  the  jBHnj^,  or  have 
they  not?  If  an  authoritative  determina- 
tion of  that  disputed  point  can  be  di- 
rectly or  indirectly  secured  as  the  re- 
sult of  Superintendent  Jones's  ejection 
of  Miss  Mary  Hall  from  the  institution 
the  unpleasant  incident  now  pending 
before  the  police  court  will  accomplish 
Imuch  good. 

The  controversy  which  has  at  times  for 
several  years  cropped  out  between  the 
state  board  of  charities  and  the  blind 
institute  is  rooted  and  grounded  in  con- 
tradiclory  interpretations  of  the  stat- 
utes, although  various  other  conditions 
have  operated  as  a  bellows  to  fan  the 
flames  of  the  dispute.  The  law  specifi- 
cally authorizes  the  board  to  inspect 
"all  institutions  for  the  care  or  sup- 
port of  the  dependent  or  criminal 
classes."  The  board  has  contended 
that  the  blind  institute  is  an  establish- 
ment for  the  care  and  support  of  a 
dependent  class  and  that  consequently 
the  members  have  the  *legal  right  to 
j  inspect  it.  The  management  has  held 
!  that  the  inmates  of  the  institution  are 
'  not  a  dependent  class  and  that  there- 
fore the  authority  to  visit  the  premisee 
is  not  vested  in  the  state  board  of  chari- 
ties. Acting  upon  that  interpretation, 
the  management  extends  the  privilege 
of  visitation  to  some  members  of  the 
board  and  denies  it  to  other  members. 

Either  the  members  of  the  board  have 
jthe  statutory  right  to  inspect  the  insti- 
Itution  or  else  they  haven't  the  right. 
If  they  have  the  right,  it's  their  privi- 
lege to  exercise  it.  If  they  haven't  the 
I  right,  it's  the  privilege  of  the  manage- 
Iment  at  its  option  to  deny  the  oppor- 
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tunity  of  Inspection  to  any  or  all  of  the' 
members.  The  two  interpretations  of 
the  law  are  hopelessly  contradictory. 
The  dispute  which  has  grown  out  of 
the  conflicting"  versions  has  reflected  no 
credit  on  the  state.  An  authoritative 
definition  of  just  what  rights  the  state 
board  of  charities  has  in  connection 
with  the  institution  and  just  what 
rights  it  has  not  is  urgently  neededi 
and  greatly  to  be  desired.  Alike  by  thQ 
board  of  charities  and  by  the  manage-- 
ment  of  the  institution  such  an  official 
decision  should  be  sought  and  weU 
corned..  If  the  recent  collision  between 
Superintendent  Jones  and  Miss  Hajj 
should  lead  up  to  such  a  decision  some-i 
thing  would  be  gained,  and  everybody 
jyouli  know  what's  what. 


V-\a,TVVoT-cL,  Clc>vor\.ecA-\<t-vJV .    Q-ov>^t- a_\v.V. 
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Superintendent   Jones ^s    Cs^e. 

j  The  oaee  against  Charles  H.*  Jones, 
[superintendent  of  the  Industrial  Home 
for  the  Blind,  for  assaulting-  Miss  M»ry 
Hall  of  the  state  board  of  charities  on 
;  the  occasion  of  her  official  visit  to 
the  home  a  few  days  ago,  is  expected 
to  come  up  for  a  hearing  in  the  police 
court  this  morning. 


1 
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THE  REAL  POINT  IN  THE  BLIND  CASE. 

j      The  charge  of  assault  made  by  Miss 

Hall    of    the    state    board    of    charities 

I  against    Superintendent    Jones    of    the 

blind  institution  was  largely  technical, 

as  was  stated  at  the  time.    The  man, 

I  paid  out  of  money  contributed  by  the 

:  state,    refused   to   permit  inspection   of 

the  premises  by  a  member  of  the  board 

that  the  state  authorizes  to  superintend 

j  its     benefactions.    The     "assault"     was 

measured  by  the  amount  of  "violence" 

required    to   enable   a   full   grown   man 

to  restrain  a  small  woman..  It  wasn't 

serious. 

But  the  indignity  to  the  state  was 
serious.  The  amazing  letter  written  by 
Mr.  Jones  to  the  state  board  of  chari- 
ties, which  is  published  elsewhere,  will 
be  read  with  humiliation  by  thoughtful 
people.  Instead  of  trying  to  secure  its 
withdrawal,  the  charity  board  should 
have  made  it  public  at  once  on  its  re- 
ceipt and  let  the  people  size  up  the 
situation.  There  is  no  getting  around 
the  fact  that  the  blind  institution  lives 
on  th6  state  appropriation.  Whoever 
is  much  about  the  legislative 
sessions  needs  not  to  be  told  of  that. 
The  people  do  not  begrudge  the  money, 
for  the  blind  are  sufferers  beyond  de- 
scription and  their  condition  is  an  ir- 
resistible appeal  to  pity.  But  the  prop- 
osition is  preposterous  that  the  assisted 
blind  are  not  dependent  and  that  the 
state  has  no  right  to  inspect  the  in- 
stitution.   That  will  not  stand  a  minute. 

If  the  management  want  to  assume 
that  attitude,  they  have  only  to  request 
the  Legislature  to  stop  the  appropri- 
ation. Then  they  can  bar  out  the  whole 
inspecting,  interfering  and  annoying 
board  of  charities,  and  tell  them  they 
have  no  busine.ss  there. 


i) 


A  BLISD  EXPLANATION. 


Admitting  that  it  had  been  misin- 
formed by  its  Hartford  correspondent 
as  to  the  right  of  the  Institute  for  the 
Blind  to  refuse  inspection  by  the  state, 
the  New  Haven  Register  assents  to 
the  position  that  the  state  has  a  right 
"tlirough  its  board  of  charities,  to  in- 
spect the  institution."  It  adds,  as  to 
a  recent  comment  in  these  columns, 
in  which  allusion  was  made  to  the 
"extraordinarily  insolent  defiance  of 
the  authority  of  the  state"  by  the 
superintendent:  "The  language  which 
our  usually  prudent  contemporary 
uses,  besides  being  ill-chosen,  reflects 
the  attitude  of  mind  which  has  mani-' 
festly  actuated  Miss  Hall  in  her  re- 
lations to  the  school  for  the  blind-" 
It  is  worth  while  for  us  to  record  at 
once  the  fact  that  the  expression  used 
by  The  Times  was  not  hasty,  ill- 
considered,  or  due  to  personal  feel- 
ing. It  was  the  simplest  possible 
statement  of  a  fact.  The  state  has 
made  the  Institute  for  the  Blind,  and 
given  it  the  money  on  which  it  sub- 
sists. The  state  has  a  right  to  know 
how  that  money  is  used,  and  whether 
the  philanthropic  purpose  for  which  it 
is  granted  is  honestly  and  judiciojisly 
carried  out.  The  state  has  appointed 
a  board  of  charities  through  which  it 
expects  this  information  to  be  obtain- 
ed. In  these  circumstances  we  be- 
lieve the  phrase  "extraordinarily  in- 
solent defiance"  properly  and  con- 
servatively describes  tjhe  attitude  the 
superintendent  of  the  institute  has 
shown  towards  the  board  and  towards 
the  state  of  Connecticut.  As  to  the 
last,  indeed,  one  is  tempted  to  ask  as 
did  Isaiah:  "Shall  the  clay  say  to  him 
that  lashionetn  it:  What  makest 
thou?"  And  in  the  same  passage  or 
the  prophet  we  find  also  these  words; 
"Woe  unto  him  that  striveth  wlthl 
his  maker!"  I 

Again  we  note  that  the  Register  de- 
clares that  there  is  no  question  in  the 
mind  of  Governor  Chamberlain  of  the 
right  of  the  state  to  inspect,  and  also  i 
"no  disposition  on  the  part  of  the 
school   authorities  to  resist  it."   Surely 


the  Register  cannot  have  read  the  let- 
ter signed  by  the  superintendent  in 
which  he  says  he  has  been  instructed 
by  the  president  to  "refuse  to  receive 
anjr  further  otticial  visits  frorn  the 
state  board  of  charities."  It  Is  true  that 
this  letter  was  subsequently  with- 
drawn, but  in  tne  letter  withdrawing 
the  first  letter  occurs  this  passage: 
"We  do  not  in  the  least  recede  from 
our  position,  which  is  that  we  do  not 
consider  that  this  institution  belongs  to 

j  the  class  supposed  to  come  under 
your   jurisdiction."       It   is    added,  that 

I  the  institute  "is  willing  to  submit  to 
the  visits"  of  the  board  on  certain 
conditions,  that  is,  the  exclusion  oj; 
members  who  had  ventured  to  say 
things  unacceptable  to  the  manage- 
ment. 'How  is  it  possible  to  say  that 
there  is  no  disposition  on  the  part  or 
the   institute   to   resist   inspection? 

B'egides  which,  its  managers  have 
sought  in  the  legislature  to  be  freed 
from  such  inspection,  but  without  suc- 
cess. 


i^ii 


Surprised  at  the  Governor. 

[Bridgeport  Farmer.] 
It  seems  that  Secretary  Kellogg  of  the 
(State  board  of  charities  was  placed  under 
the  same  ban  as  the  lady  member  who- 
was  formally  excluded  from  visiting  the 
Institute  for  the  Blhid.  That  Governor 
Chamberlain  tacitly  or  actively  consented, 
to  an  agreement  of  the  kind  is  remark- 
able. If  the  secretary  of  the  board  is 
not  a  fit  persion  to  be  allowed  to  visit  an 
institution  supported  in  whole  or  in  part 
by  the  state  he  is  not  fit  to  hold  the 
position  of  secretai-y  and  should  be  re- 
moved from  it.  I^  he  is  At  to  hold  the 
office  to  ban  him  is  a  gross  insult. 
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Institute  for  tlie   Blind. 

(Hartford    Times.) 

The  decision  of  Judg-e  Garvan,  thi© 
morning,  that  there  waiS  not,  within 
the  law,  an  tassault  on  Miss  Hall  when, 
as  a  member  of  the  state  hoard  of 
charities,  she  visited  the  Industrial 
Home  for  the  Blind,  is  a  matter  of 
minor  importance. 

What  is  of  consequence  to  the  whole 
etate  is  that  the  man  in  immediate 
charg-e  of  this  institution  should  have 
expressly  declared  that  he  would  not 
tolerate  the  visits  of  a  member  of 
the  state  board  of  charities,  admitting 
at  the  same  time  that  there  might  be 
a  legal  right  of  visitation,  and  impu- 
dently asserting  that  the  blame  for- 
merly placed  on  the  institute  by  the 
board  of  charities  has  been  hostile,  and 
made  without  proper  investigation,  and 
that  the  reports  have  been  "glaringly 
erroneou©."  This  was  accompanied  by 
a  statement  that  the  complaint  did  not 
refer  to  all  members  of  the  board. 

Subsequently  part  of  the  board  is 
said  to  hiave  made  an  agreement  that 
visits  should  be  made  only  by  those 
members  of  whom.  Mr.  Jones  approved, 
and  even  then  only  on  condition  that 
a  member  of  the  board  of  educatior? 
of  the  blind  accompanied  the  member 
or  members  of  the  state  board  of 
charities.  If  this  is  true  it  was  a  pitiful 
surrender  of  the  dignity  of  the  state 
w'hich  furnishes  the  money  on  which 
this  institute  exists. 

The  state's  money  supports  a  pri- 
vate Institution,  which  has  again  and 
again,  after  receiving  generous  ap- 
propriations, plunged  into  debt  and 
come  to  the  legislature  for  more  money 
to  pay  its  obligations.  The  criticism  of 
the  management  has  not  been  con- 
fined to  the  state  board  of  charities. 
It  has  been  heard  in  the  legislature. 
Yet  there  has  never  been  such  an  in- 
vestigation as  the  state  might  well 
conduct  where  it  has  expended  so  much 
money  and  heard  so  much  complaint 
of  its  use.  If  the  superintendent  of  the 
institute  is  dissatisfied  with  what  has 
been  done  by  the  state  he  might  more 
decorously  seek  support  from  private 
persons.  To  set  against  the  beneficence 
of  the  state  his  notion  that  criticism 
by  the  agents  of  the  state  can  rest  on 
nothmg  but  hostility  is  merely  ridicu- 
loue. 

Every  such  place  should  be  under 
thorough  state  inspection.  If  it  is  not 
now  provided  for  by  law  it  should  be 
beyond    any   possibility   of   dispute. 


LETTERS  FROM  THE  PEOPLE. 


"Charity   that   is    Not   Charity." 

To  the  Editor  of  The  Courant:— 

The  writer  knows  two  sisters  whose 
minds  have  been  wrecked  by  that  dread 
disease,  meningitis.    They  can  not  be  edu- 

I  cated  in  the  public  schools.    Inquiry  about 

I  private  schools  showed  that  the  lowest 
price   at   such    establishments   was    $50    a 

'\  month  for  each,  a  price  beyond  the  means 
of  the  family.  The  parents  were  indig- 
nant at  the  suggestion  of  the  State  School 
for  the  Feeble-Minded.  Their  family  had 
never  been  supported  by  public  charity. 
This  unwillingness  to  pauperize  them- 
selves is  a  fine  trait  in  American  charac- 
ter. But  is  education  really  charity?  Is 
it  charity  or  statesmanship  that  gives  us 
our  free  schools?  Are  high  school  pupils 
objects  of  charity  because  more  money 
Is  spent  on  their  education  than  on  pri- 
mary pupils? 

The  management  of  the  Industrial 
School  for  the  Blind  at  Hartford  have  felt 
that  to  stigmatize  it  as  a  charity  would 
drive  away  its  pupils,  as  a  similar  action 
would  the  pupils  of  the  Normal,  When 
one  enters  the  cloud  of  blindness,  it  is  not 
the  fading  Siway  of  light  and  loved  faces 
that  he  fears,  but  becoming  a  burden. 
What  a  relief  to  find  a  place  where  he 
can  again  become  self-supporting  by 
learning    how    to    tune    pianos,    to    make 

!  brooms,  baskets,  mattresses,  to  cane 
chairs,   or  write  on  the  typewriter.    . 

Connecticut  is  the  first  state  to  open 
such  a  school.  The  visits  of  all  persons 
are  welcome  except  those  who  come  offi- 
cially  to   brand   the  school   as   a   charity. 

B. 

"The  Courant"  readily  grants  the  re- 
quest to  publish  the  above  letter,  which 
all  readers  of  this  paper  will  see  does 
not   agree    at   all    with    the   views    ex- 
pressed here,  except  as  to  the  piteous 
condition  of  the  blind.     We  think  that 
condition  must  move  anybody  who  con- 
templates it  to  thoughts  and   deeds  of 
charity.     The  writer  of  this  letter  con-  i 
siders  the  sweet  word  a  disgrace  and! 
talks   of   "branding"   an   institution   as! 
"a   charity."     Would   that   that   brand  j 
was  stamped  on  the  whole  world!    The 
institution   for   the   blind  Is   a  charity, 
must  necessarily  be  a  charity,  and  its  i 
managers    should    take    pride    in    the 
charitable  work  they  aim  to  do,  and  in 
the  fact  that  it  Is  charity.     "School  foi* 
the  Peeble-Minded"   carries  In  Its  title 
a  reflection  on  the  intelligence  of  those 
who  attend, 'but  it  is  a  splendid  insti-  ' 
tution;   and  there  are  successful  busi- 
ness men  to-day  who  got  their  start  in 
life    through    the    patient    and    skillful 
treatment   they    received   as   backward 
!  boys  there.    It  is  an  institution  in  which 


Connecticut  may  well  take  pride,   and 
which  has  added  to  the  reputation   of 
this  charitable  state.     "Charity"  is  not 
the  word  to  "stigmatize"  or  to  "brand" 
anything  with.     It  stands  for  the  sav- 
ing grace  in  human  nature.    When  the 
people  appropriate  $330  a  year  ^or  the 
care  and  clothing  and  education  of  each  ; 
of  the  blind,  they  do  a  charitable  thing;  i 
and  whoever  receives  the  benefits  of  the  i 
$330  profits  by  the  charity  that  prompts  ! 
the     Christian     act.     Moreover,     every 
beneficiary  should  be  taught  gratitude  j 
for  the  aid  the  state  gives. 


SECRET  AGREEMENT 


That     Miss     Hall      Should     Not 

Inspect  Institute  for  the 

Blind. 


8UPT.  JONES  IS  DISCHARGED. 


Governor    Chamberlain    a    Witness    in 

Police  Court  Proceedings — Judge 

Garvan     Held       That      No 

Assault  Was  Com« 

mitted. 


SOME   ILLUMINATING  TESTIMONY 


For  more  than  three  hours  this  morn- 
ing the  continued  case  of  Charles  H, 
Jones,  charged  with  assaulting  Miss 
Mary  Hall,  a  member  of  the  state 
board  of  charities,  at  the  Connecticut 
Institute  and  Industrial  Home  for  the 
Blind,  June  1,  was  on  trial  before  Judge 
Garvan  in  the  police  court.  Governor 
Chamberlain  and  former  Lieutenant- 
Governor  Cady,  both  members  of  the 
state  board  of  education  for  the  blind 
were  present,  and  the  former  testified. 

The   case    was   prosecuted    by    Harri- 


son    B.    Freeman,    jr.,    and    Joseph    L. 
Barbour   represented    Mr.    Jones.      The 
defense    was    that    in    October    last    at 
a  conference  in  the  office  of  Governor 
Chamberlain  it  was  agreed  that  in  the 
future  members  of  the  state  board  of 
charities     would     be  accompanied     on 
visits  to   the  institution  by   a   member 
of  the  state  board  of  education  for  the 
blind,  and  that  Miss  Hall  should  make 
no    more    visits.        By    reason    of    this 
agreement  Mr.  Barbour  contended  that 
his  client  did  right  in  refusing  to  escort 
Miss  Hall  through  the  institution  when 
she  called.       He   insisted   that    no    as- 
I  sault  was  committed. 
I      Judge  Garvan  in  announcing  his  de- 
I  cision  of  "not  guilty"   spokfc  at  Jen'gth 
on   the   merits   of   the   case.        He   said 
he  could  not  find   that   there   was   any- 
criminal  intent  to  commit  an  assault. 

Miss  Hall's  Testimony. 

Miss  Hall,  as  the  first  witness,  testi- 
fied that  she  had  been  a  member  of 
the  state  board  of  charities  for  eleven 
years  and  was  last  appointed  by  Gov- 
ernor McLean.  She  produced  her  cer- 
tificate of  appointment. 

"I  went  to  the  blind  institution  on 
the  afternoon  of  June  1,  leaving  my 
office  at  3:30  in  the  afternoon,"  said 
Miss  Hall.  "I  went  there  in  pursu- 
ance of  the  duties  of  my  office.  In 
the  office  I  saw  a  man  and  inquired 
for  Mr.  Jones.  The  man  went  after 
Mr.  Jones  and  when  he  arrived  I  told 
him  I  was  there  to  be  shown  through 
the  institution.  I  had  been  there  be- 
fore. On  this  particular  day  Mr.  Jones 
told  me  I  couldn't  go  through.  I  shot 
past  him  and  went  into  the  next  room. 
I  Mr.  Jones  followed  me,  seized  me  and 
[attempted  to  put  nie  out.  I  got  away 
from  him  and  managed  to  get  up- 
stairs. Finally  I  reached  the  rear 
porch  and  seated  myself  on  a  barrel. 
During  the  scuffle  my  right  arm  was 
injured  and  my  clothing  was  torn. 
While  sitting  on  the  barrel,  Mr.  Jones, 
who  Avas  in  his  shirt  sleeves,  sent  for 
his  coat  and  also  dispatched  some  one 
to  go  to  the  telephone  and  ask  Dr. 
Davis,  president  of  the  board  of  trus- 
tees of  the  institution,  to  come  down 
at  once." 

Miss  Hall  said  that  she  had,  as  a 
member  of  the  board,  visited  the  re- 
treat for  the  insane,  the  House  of  the 
Good  Shepherd,  almshouse  and  Wat- 
kinson  Farm  school.  She  made  the 
visits  alone.  She  knew  that  some  in- 
mates of  the  blind  institution  had  been 
brought  there  from  the  almshouse, 
and  she  considered  them  dependent. 
Miss  Hall  showed  her  knowledge  of 
the  affairs  of  the  institution  by  stat- 
ing what  sort  of  work  the  inmates 
did.  The  institution,  she  said,  had  re- 
ceived thousands  of  dollars  from  the 
state  in  appropriations. 
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Cross?-examlned  by  Mr.  Barbour, 
counsel  for  Mr.  Jones,  Miss  Hall  said 
she  was  driven  to  the  institution  by 
her  brother,  who  remained  in  the  car- 
riage  while   she  went   inside. 

"Had  a  former  Unmate  of  the  insti- 
tution, named  Arthur  Washing-ton, 
made  complaint  to  you  about,  some 
trouble  there,  thus  occasioning  your 
visit?"  inquired  Mr.  Barbour. 
"No,  sir,"  she  answered. 
"Did  you  know  that  Mr.  JoneS  was 
superintendent   of   tne    institution?" 

"I  know  he  sails  under  that  title.  I 
answer  in  this  way  because  there 
seemed  to  be  several  superintendents 
there." 

"Didi   you    say    that   you     would     go 
abound    the    place    yourself   when    Mr . 
Jones  refused  to  escort  you?" 
"Yes,  sir." 

"Did    Mr-    Jones    say,    'Miss    Hall,    re 
is  understood  between  members  of  the 
(board    and   yourself   that   you   are   not 
to    visit    the    institution?" 
"Yes,    sir," 

"What   did  you   answer?" 
"I  think  I  told  him  that  he  couldn't 
stop  me  from  making  the  visit." 

"Did  you  say  to  Mr,  Jones,  'You're 
a  fool  and  you  are  playing  a  bigger  fool 
part    than    ever   before?" 

"No,  sir.  I  told  Mr.  Jones  that  he 
was  playing  the  same  fool  part  as  he 
had  done  in  the  past." 

"Will  you  swear  that  you  didn't  call 
him  a  fool?" 

"No,  sir.  I-  will  not  swear  that  I 
didn't,   but  I  don't  think   I  did." 

"In  point  of  fact  didn't  you  know 
it  was  agreed  that  you  shouldn't  visit 
the  institution?" 

Mr.  Freeman  objected  to  the  ques- 
tion, Mr.  Barbour  claimed  it  was 
proper  and  Judge  Garvan  admitted  it. 
Miss  Hall  said  she  had  not  heard  of 
any  such  agreement  until  sne  arrived 
at   the   institution. 

"Did    you    dispute    with    Mr.    Jones 
that    any    such    agreement    had 
made?"   asked  Mr.   Barbour. 

"I    certainly    did,    for 
couldn't  be  so." 
''How   do  you   know?" 
]'I  attend  the  board  meetings  " 
Did  you  say  you  Avere  bound  to  o-o 
through  the  place  anyway*^"  "^ 

''1  think  I  did." 

"When  a  ten-minute     recess  was  or- 
dered after  your  words  with  Mr.  Jone*^ 

did  you  say  ^--^i-    -    -         - 

right   to   take 
it?" 

•<w'5-;,.^'vi  ^  ^'"^  ^"^y'  "^^at's  right.'" 

Why  did  you  say  it?" 
"Because  there   was  such  a  disturb- 

"Who  made  it?" 
''Mr.  Jones  entirely." 
"Did  you  say  you  were  going  throu^^h 
the  institution  if  it  took  a  weol^'     ^'  ^ 

of  week"^  '^  ^^^^  ^^^  ^'^^^  ^^"^  ^""^ 


been 


I      knew      ic 


^/f^-7°l^  ^^y  ""^'^^^  a  sneer  that' it  wa^ 
a   recess,    as    all    needed 


^ord  day  instead 


iii^^^  ^^'  -^^"^^  s^y  he  would  put  hi^ 
time  against  yours?" 


'     '''I  think  so." 

"Did  you  tell  him  his  time  wasn't 
worth  anything-  anyway?" 

"Possiblj'-  I  did," 

"Did  he  use  violence?" 

"Yes,  sir.  He  dragg-ed  me  and  hurt 
my  arm.  He  was  so  angry  and  ex- 
hausted from  his  exertions  that  he 
was  quiet  afterward." 

"Did  you  tell  Mr,  Jones  that  he  was 
the  smallest  man  in  town  and  that  he 
was  small  potatoes?" 

"I  said  nothing  about  potatoes," 

"Well,  we  Mali  leave  the  vegetables 
out.  Did  you  say  anything  about  his 
smallness?" 

"I  won't  swear  that  I  didn't." 

"Did  you  tell  him  that  when   fresh  | 
j  eggs  were  sent  in  he  sold  them  to  the 
patients  and  pocked  the  money?" 

"No,   I  told  him  that  I  had  received 
complaint    from    an    inmate      that      he 
chfc-rged  a  patient  for  fresh  eggs." 
j      In   response   to   other   questions   Miss 
Hall  said   she   last  visited   the   institu-  { 
tion   about    a    year   pievious.      She    de-  I 
[  nied    that    she    had    caused    friction    at  | 
1  the  place  or  that  she  had  tried  to  stir  j 
1  up  blind  people  in  the  institution, 
i     Asked  if  she  had  said  that  the  insti- 
tution ought  to  be  wiped  off  the  face 
of  the  earth  she  answered  that  possibly 
she  made   a  statement  something   like 
jit  at   a   legislative  hearing.      She     had 
I  heard  since   that  things  were   running 
more  smoothly  there. 
:     "Guess  you  are  right,"  broke  in  Mr. 
Barbour. 

I  Herbert  ...  White. 

Herbert    H.    White,    treasurer  of   the 
institution,    was    called.        He    testified 
that   the   blind   had  received   $12,000   to 
I  $15,000   a  year  from  the  state,   part  of ' 
i  the   money   going   to   the   kindergarten 
!  on    Asylum    avenue.        The    object    of 
this   testimony   was   to   show   that   de- 
pendent persons  were  cared  for  at  the 
I  institute  and  for  that  reason  members 
of  the  board  of   charities  had  a  right 
to    visit    it.        With    this    witness    the 
;  state  rested. 

Mr.  Jones. 

Mr.  Barbour  called  Mr.  Jones,  who, 
Instead  of  taking  the  regular  oath, 
affirmed  to  speak  the  truth.  He  said 
that  he  was  a  clergyman  and  that  he 
had  been  general  superintendent  of  the 
institute  for  more  than  four  years.  As 
superintendent  he  was   responsible  for 

;  discipline  in  the  institute.       Dr.   G.   P. 

^  Davis,  he  said,  was  president  of  the 
board  of  trustees.  Without  any  ques- 
tioning he  told  of  his  trouble  with 
Miss  Hall.  He  said  that  Miss  Hall 
asked  him  who  there  was  to  show  her 
through  the  institution  and  he  told  her 
there  was  no  one.  He  told  her  that 
there  was  a  distinct  understanding  on 
the  part  of  other  members  of  the  board 
that  she  could  not  visit  the  institution. 


"I  was  authorized  and  directed  by 
Dr.  Davis  not  to  let  Miss  Hall  in," 
said  Mr.  Jones.  "She  'shot'  by  me  as 
she  said  and  I  tried  to  keep  between 
her  and  the  inmates.  She  said, 
'You're  a  fool.  I  knew  you  were  a 
fool  when  I  first  saw  you,  but  you're 
a  bigger  fool  than  I  thought  you  were. 
This  is  in  keeping  with  your  fool  con- 
duct.' " 

In   a   Restraining   Way. 

Mr.  Jones  said  that  he  heard  Miss 
Hall  ask  one'  inmate  what  she  was 
doing.  He  then  warned  them  not  to 
talk.  In  spite  of  his  protests,  lie  ^aid,  j 
Miss  Hall  rushed  by  him.  He  caught 
up  with  her  and  laid  his  hand  on  her 
in  a  restraining  way,  not  roughly.  He 
was  sure  that  he  took  hold  of  her  leit 
arm  instead  of  her  right  arm  as  she 
had  said.  Evidently  to  her  surprise 
and  disappointment  she  found  herself 
on  the  back  porch.  There  she  seated 
herself  on  a  barrel  and  declared  she 
was  going  through  if  she  stayed  al 
week. 

"I  told  her,"  Mr,  Jones  said,  "that  I 
I'd  put  my  time  against  hers."  She 
told  me  that  my  time  didn't  amount  to 
anything,  and  that  I  was  getting  my- 
self in  trouble.  Then  she  called 
'Dave,  Dave,'  to  her  brother,  receiving 
no  response.  Next  she  called  to  some 
boys,  saying  she  wanted  them  to  do 
an  errand  for  her,  but  received  no  re- 
sponse. I  then  sent  for  my  coat  and 
ordered  a  telephone  message  sent  to 
Dr.  Davis.  As  Miss  Hall  went  down- 
stairs she  warned  me  not  to  push  her. 
I  said,  'I  have  no  disposition  to  push 
you.  I  only  want  to  prevent  your  re- 
turning to  the  building,'  I  took  hold  of 
her  left  arm  and  put  my  arm  around 
her  waist  to  restrain  her  from  going 
further.  She  told  me  that  I  had  made 
myself  liable  by  laying  hands  on  her 
twice,  and  that  I  had  done  just  what 
she  wanted  me  to  do.  She  said,  'You're 
the  smallest  potato  specimen  of  a  man 
I  ever  saw.  You're  the  meanest  man 
in  the  city,  and  I  know  about  your  dis- 
honesty.' She  referred  to  the  eggs. 
Then  she  pointed  her  finger  at  me 
and  cried,  'You!  you!  you!  You  pose 
as  a  clergyman.  You'd  better  pose 
as  a  pugilist." 

Mr.  Jones  denied  using  unnecessary 
force.  He  simply  tried  to  protect  the 
institution  and  maintain  its  discipline, 
he  said.  To  have  allowed  Miss  Hall 
to  do  as  she  pleased,  he  thought  would 
have  been  demoralizing  to  the  insti- 
tution. 

Letters. 

At  this  juncture  Mr,  Barbour  said 
he  had  some  letters,  which  he  wished 
to  put  in  evidence,  showing  how  Mr. 
Jones  felt  about  visits  from  the  mem- 
bers of  the  state  board  of  charities, 
and   hov/    finally    the   matter   was    dis- 


posed  of  by  a  provision  that  in  tne 
future  members  of  the  board  would  be 
accompanied  in  future  visits  by  one  or 
more  members  of  the  state  board  of 
education  for  the  blind.  After  some 
argument  between  Mr.  Barbour  and 
Mr.  Freeman  as  to  the  advissability  of 
the  letters,  Mr.  Barbour  was  allowed 
to  read  them.       They  were  as  follows: 

Hartford,  Conn.,   September  25,  1903 
Mr.    Henry     H.    Bridgman,    President     of 
State  Board  of  Charities. 

Dear  Sir:  I  am  instructed  by  Dr.  G. 
Pierrepont  Davis,  president  of  the  board 
of  trustees  of  the  Connecticut  Institute 
and  Industrial  Home  for  the  Blind,  to 
'refuse  to  receive  any  further  official  visits 
from  the  State  Board  of  Charities,  for 
reasons  hereinafter  stated. 

"We  contend  primarily,  that  this  insti- 
tution does  not  belong  to  the  class  sup- 
posed to  ,  come  under  your  inspeetir.n; 
hence  we  are  not  willing-  to  concede  that 
your  board  has  ever  hal  anv  legal  right 
officially  to  visit  and  report  it. 

There  may  be,  however,  an  honest  dif- 
ference of  opinion  in  regard  to  this  mat- 
ter which  canonly  be  settled  by  an  appeal 
to  the  courts;  but  if  the  most  liberal  con- 
struction of  the  law  u.nder  which  you  ex- 
ist could  give  you  any  right,  that  right 
Ihas  been  forfeited  by  the  most  flagrant 
and  persistent  violation  of  both  the  letter 
and  spirit  of  that  law. 

Instead  of  endeavoring  to  aid  the  of- 
ficers in  charge  in  the  noble  work  in 
which  they  are  engaged,  by  calling  their 
attention  i^i  a  proper  manner  to  which 
might  appear  to  you  capably  of  improve- 
ment; instead  of  an  effort  on  your  part 
to  "sustain  and  strengthen  their  rightful 
authority,"  as  the  law  emphatically  re- 
quires you  to  do;  instead  of  charitably 
conceding  that  all  new  philanthropies  are 
liable  to  reveal  mistakes  of  judgment  on 
the  part  of  their  promoters,  at  least  dur- 
ing their  years  of  incipie.ncy,  and  so  al- 
lowing a  reasonable  length  of  time  for 
this  institution  to  prove  its  right  to  ex- 
ist, you  have  from  the  first,  before  both 
the  general  assembly  and  the  public  at 
large,  most  mercilessly  antagonized  our 
work;  undermined,  so  far  as  lay  in  your 
power  to  do  so,  the  authority  of  the  of- 
ficers in  charge,  not  sparing  even  their 
reputation  ;  have  aided  rind  abtted  in- 
subordination by  listening  to  complaints 
made  by  parties  that  without  .iust  cause 
had  become  disaffected  and  vv^ithout  prop- 
er investigation  have  given  publicity  to 
these  complaints,  supporting  them  by  the 
prestige    of   your   own    official   position. 

The  result  of  such  indefensible  action 
on  yonr  nart  has  been  practically  to  rob 
several  bli.nd  people  of  the  advantage  of 
this  institution  and  to  minimise  the  value - 
to  thers;  thus  working  an  almost  irre- 
parable injury  to  the  vrhole  class  for- 
whom  wp  are  laboring. 

In  addition  to  the  foregoing,  your  pub- 
lished "reports"  concerning  our  work 
have  been  largely  so  glaringly  erroneous 
as  to  prejudice  public  opinion  agaijnst  up,, 
and  against  all  the  possibilities  tha.t  have 
thrown  bright  rays  of  hope  across  the 
darkened  nathways  of  the  blind. 

Under  these  circumstances,  and  in  the 
face  of  these  reasons,  which  we  are  pre- 
jV)ared  to  verify,  for  our  own  protection 
land  for  the  protection  of  the  interests  of 
the  beneficiaries  of  the  state  for  whose 
[betterment  we  re  cr^nscientiously  labor- 
in  e.  we  refuse  longer  to  submit  to  any 
lofficial   interference   on   your  part. 
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"We  have  no  desire  to  open  any  public, 
or  nrivate  controversy  in  this  matter,, 
neither.  Fhall  we  shrink  from  it  if  it  be 
forced   upon  ik«!. 

You  will  understand.  Mr.  Bride:mr«n,; 
that  the  "you"  .ind  "your"  used  Un  thisi 
communication  have-  no  personal  ?> plica- 1 
.tion.  but  refer  to  the  board  Avhfch  you^ 
'represent.     Yours  very  respectfully. 

CHARLES   JONES.    Gen'l    Supt. 

Mr.    Bridg-man's    answer   follows: 

Norfolk,    Conn..   26   Sept..   1903. 
Mr.    Charles    H.    Jones,    General    Superm- 
tencTent.   Connecticut  Institute  and  In- 
dustrial Home  for  the  Blind,  Hartford, 
Conn. 
Dear   Sir:    Your    communication    of   the: 
25th  lust,    is  received,   and  will  be,  placed 
before  our  board  at  its  next  meeting,  for, 
such  action  as  it  may  take  in  the  matter.] 
Very  respectfully,  { 

HENRY  H.   BRII>GMAN,         ! 
President  State  Board  of  Charities.     ; 

Mr.  Jones  next  wrote  as  follow  to; 
Mr.  Bridgrnan:  I 

Hartford.   Conu.,  Oct.  22,  1903. 
Mr.    H.     H.     Bridgman.     President    State 
Board  Qt  Charities. 

Dear  Sir:  I  have  just  had  an  interview 
with  our  president.  Dr.  G.  P.  Davis,  and| 
he  requests  me  to  recall  my  letter  to  you' 
of  the  25th  ult.  He  gives  as  his  reasons 
,  for  making  this  request,  that  he  has 
had  assurances  from  your  board  that  in 
the  future  your  treatment  of  this  in^sti- 
tution  shall  be  fair  and  honorable,  and 
that  the  members  of  your  board  who' 
have  vi'sited  us  in  the  past  shall  not  visit  j 
us  officially  Jn  the  future,  but  that  you! 
will  appoint  other  members  for  this  pur- 
pose, who  will  make  their  visits  in  com- 
pany with  one  or  more  members  of  the ; 
state   board   of  education   for  the   blind. 

Considering  your  assurance  and  propo- 1 
sitiou  as  made  in  good  faith,  we  accept  \ 
them,  and  I  hereby  recall  my  letter  above 
mentioned.  i 

We  wish  it  distinctly  understood,  how- 
ever, that  we  do  not  in  the  least  recede 
from  our  position,  which  is  that  we  do 
not  consider  that  this  institutio.n  belongs 
to  the  class  supposed  to  come  under  ypuri 
jurisdiction;  still,  while  an  honest  differ- 
ence of  opinion  upon  this  point  obtains, 
and  the  question  remains  in  dispute,  we 
are  willing  lo  submit  to  the  visits  of  your 
board  upon  the  conditions  previously 
stated.     Yours  respectfuMy, 

CHARLES    H.     JONES, 
General  Superintendent,     i 

The  closing-  letter  read: 

Norfolk,  Conn.,  2Sth  Oct..  1903. 

C.  H.  Jones,  esq.,  General  Superintendent,; 

Connecticut    Institute    and    Industrial 

Home  Blind. 

Dear   Sir:    Your  letters   of   the  25th  and  i 

26th  inst.   are   receiyed.    As  the  matter  is ' 

in  the  hands  of  a  special  committee  of  our 

board  I  have   referred   the  letters   to   this , 

committe.e_  for   attention.    The    committee 

is  composed  of  Dr.    Down   and  Dr.   Kanei 

of  Hartford,  and  Mr.   Charles  A.   Kellogg  i 

of    Waterbury.    Should    you    find    it    more! 

convenient    you    might    communicate    di- , 

rectly    with    some    member    of    this    com- 1 

mittee.   either   personally  or  by   letter. 


Trustin.^  that  this  matter  may  be  set- 
tled to  the  satisfaction  of  all  parties.  I 
■am,   Very  sincerely  yours, 

H.  H.  BRIDGMAN. 
Miss  Charlotte  M.  Hinman  of  No.  58 
Church  street,  a  teacher  in  caning  at 
the  institute  and  Charles  Rhodes,  an 
inmate,  corroborated  Mr.  Jones's  testi- 
mony. Miss  Hinman  said  the  trouble 
preyed  on  one  inmate's  nerves. 

Dr.  Davis  said  he  gave  Mr.  Jones  in- 
structions not  to  pJlow  Miss  Hall  to 
visit  the  institution.  The  agreement 
that  she  should  not  visit  the  institute, 
he  said,  was  made  in  Governor  Cham- 
berlain's office  last  October.  The  un- 
derstanding- was  that  other  members 
o£  the  board  could. 

Mr.   Freeman   asked   Dr.    Davis  if   he 
thought    he    had    the    right    to    prevent 
I  Miss  Hall  from  visiting  the  institution. 
!  Dr.    Davis,  said    that   those   present   at 
:  the    donference    after      readina-      M;r. 
,Joness   first   letter  felt   that   he   had   a 
grievance  and  they  felt  disposed  to  as- 
j  sist  him.     Those  present  at  the  confer- 
[  ence  were    Governor   Chamberlain,    Dr. 
I  Down,    Dr.    Kane,    Mr.    Kellogg,    Mrs. 
!  Emily  Wells  Foster  and  a  Mr.  Steele. 
i     Mrs.    Foster    testified    that    she    was 
j  present   at    the    conference.       Her    un- 
\  derstanding  was  that  any  two  members 
i  of  the  board  of  charities,   except  Miss 
[  Hall  and  Mr.  Kellogg,  the  clerk,  could 
[  visit    the    institute    if    they    were    ac- 
companied by  a  member  of  the   state 
board  of  education. 

The  Governor. 

Governor   Chamberlain   said   the   ob- 
I  ject  of  the  conference  was  to  clear  the 
atmosphere   at   the   institute. 

"We  all  had   one   common   purpose," 
he    said.        "I    think    Mrs.    Foster    has 
explained  what  the  sense  of  the  meet- 
ing was." 
(Miss  Hall  was  recalled  by  Mr.  Free- 
I  man  to   say  that  she     knew     nothing 
about  the  correstpondence  that  passed 
between  Messrs.  Jones  and  Bridgman. 
She  said  he  fact  that  she  was  not  sup- 
posed to  visit  the  institution  was  never 
1  communicated  to  her. 
1     Dr.  Kane  said  he  had  no  recollection 
i  of  the  board  agreeing  as  had  been  tes- 
i  tifid   o.     He   remembered    stating    dig- 
ttinctly   saying' that   he    would    be    as- 
suming  authority  he     did     not     have 
!  were  he  to  say  he  could  visit  an  insti- 
'  tution  and  another  member  could  not. 
j      The  arguments  lasted  about  five  min- 
!  utes  after  which   Judge   Garvan  made 
I  known  his  decision. 
He  said  in  part: 

"This  is  an  unfortunate  matter  for 
the  persons  involved  and  also  for  the 
'  institution.  No  decision  rendered  in 
I  this  court  would  prevent  Miss  Hall 
from  visiting  the  institution.  It  is  for 
jthis  court  to  decide  whether  an  assault 
I  was  committed.  It  seems  as  if  Miss 
iljail  was  no  told  about  the  agreement 
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at  the  conference  it  should  not  go 
against  her.  In  view  of  the  fact  that 
there  was  some  friction  at  the  institu- 
tion, I  think  the  conference  in  the 
governor's  office  was  commendable- 
The  question  before  me  is  was  there 
intent  on  Mr.  Jones's  part.  Taking  a 
broad  view  of  the  matter  I  think  he 
did  what  he  thought  was  best.  I  can- 
not find  that  there  was  criminal  in- 
tent and  I'll  find  Mr.  Jones  not  guilty." 


V\a-V\Vo^A^TC^o\xvy^eQ_Vv.c>\x,\  .  ^o^^Y 
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Get  an  Interpretation. 

The  main  thing  for  regret  about  this 
Jones-Hall  fuss  is  thct  the  matter 
emerges  from  the  police  court  without 
having  any  light  thrown  on  the  vital 
feature  of  the  controversy.  The  situa- 
tion went  through  the  performance  of 
the  king  of  France  who  with  twenty 
thousand  men  went  up  the  hill  and 
then  countermarched  to  the  starting 
point, 

i      Sincerely  we  had  hoped  that,  growing 
'[  out  of  the  alleged  assault,  an  authorita- 
tive definition  of  just  what  rights   the 
state  board  of  charities  has,  or  doesn't 
have,  in  connection  with  the  Connecti- 
'  cut  Institute  and   Industrial   Home  for 
'  the  ^hnd  would  be  established.     Inter- 
'  pretation    bf    the    law    is    needed.    The 
whole  question  hinges  on  the  disputed 
I  point  as  to  whether  the  home,   largely 
supported    by   state    bounty,    is    an    in- 
stitution for   the   care  or  support  of  a 
"dependent"   class.    An  affirmative  an- 
swer involves  the  unquestioned  right  of 
the    members    of    the    state    board    of 
charities    to    inspect    the    institute;     a 
negative  answer  carries  the  right  of  the 
management   to    exclude   any  or   all  of 
the  members. 

This  controversy,  breeding  bitter  feel- 
ings, reproaches  and  recrimination,  has 
acquired  gray-  whiskers.  It  has  lived 
longer  than  it  had  any  moral  license  to 
survive.  Both  parties  to  the  contro- 
versy should  be  anxious  to  secure  a 
conclusive  interpretation  of  the  law. 
Life  is  too  short  to  keep  "up  a  racket 
over  a  technicality.  Why  don't  the 
state  board  of  charities  and  the  m.an- 
agement  of  the  institute  refer  the  legal 
problem  to  the  attorney-general  and  let 
his  decision  end  the  dispute.  Affirma- 
tion by  him  of  the  right  of  the  members 
,  of   the   state   board  of   charities   to    in- 


spect  the  institution  should  induce  the 
management  to  hang  out  a  "Welcome" 
sign  to  them.  Denial  by  him  of  any 
such  right  of  visitation  would  tech- 
nically justify  the  management  in  put- 
ting up  a  "No  Thoroughfare"  warning, 
if  members  of  the  board  should  ring  the] 
front  doorbell. 

Continuance  of  the  present  wrangling 
which  has  for  years  cropped  out 
shouldn't  be  permitted.  The  best  way 
to  end  it  is  to  get  an  authoritative  de- 
termination of  the  rights  of  the  state 
board  of  charities.  'M^s^mm^^^i 
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AN  EUROR  CORRECTE|>. 

The  Hartford  Times  quotes  from  an 
Associated  Press  dispatch  from  Hart- 
ford, which  we  printed  in  Monday's  Is- 
sue of  The  Register,  with  reference  to 
I  the  hearing-  in  the  police  court  over 
the  quarrel  between  Miss  Hall  of  the 
state  hoard  of  charities  and  Dr.  Jones 
of  the  school  for  the  blind,  and  points 
put  an  error,  which  it  "corrects  and 
which  we  are  glad  to  have  corrected. 
The  dispatch  in  question  stated  that 
it  was  developed  during  the  trial  that 
|the  board  of  charities  has  no  legal 
Hght  to  inspect  the  school.  That  it  was 
allowed  to  do  so  was  a  favor  conferred 
upon  certain  members  of  it. 

As  we  said  yesterday  there  is  a  dif- 
ference of  opinion  over  the  legal  rights 
involved,  but  the  Hartford  trial  in  no 
way  concerned  it.  As  the  Times  says: 
"This  is  an  error  which  should  not 
pass ,  without  notice.  Nothing  of  the 
kind  was  proved.  The  nearest  ap- 
proach to  it  was  the  testimony  of  Gov- 
ernor Chamberlain  that  he  attended  a  \ 
bonference  of  some  members  of  the  j 
state  board  of  charities  and  some  I 
members  of  the  board  of  education  of 
the  blind  at  which  it  was  agreed  that 
Miss  Hall  and  Secretary  Kellogg  | 
'should  not  visit  the  industrial  home, 
i  there  even  an  attempt  to  -prove  that 
the  state  board  of  charities  had  not  a 
right  to  visit  the  institution.  Nor  was  j 
there  even  an  attemtp  to  prove  that 
the  board  of  charities  had  any  right  to 
limit  the  action  of  any  member  as  to 
exercising  any  right  given  by  law  as 
to  visitation.  It  did  not  appear  that 
Miss  Hall  was  consulted  or  was  even 
I  aware  of  the  conference  until  after  It 
I  had  been  held.  What  did  appear  was 
that  after  an  extraordinarily  insolent 
i  defiance  of  the  authority  of  the  state 
I  by  the  stiiperintendent  of  a  private  In-, 
stitution  supported  by  the  state,  the 
majority  of  the  state  board  of  chari- 
Ities   pocketed   the   affront   and   tried   to- 
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compromise  with  the  representative  of 
the  institution,   and   that  the  governor 
of   the   state   was   somehow   led    to  ac- 
quiesce in  this  surrender  to  a  demand 
made   in    terms    which    were    in    them- 
selves enoug-h  to  warrant  its  rejection." 
To   a   part   of   this   comment   we   can 
assent,  namely  that  part  which  estab-j 
lishes    the   rig-ht   of   the   state,    throtigrhj 
its    board    of    charities,    to    inspect    thei 
institution.  But  to  that  part,  which  de- 
clares "the  extraordinarily  insolent  de- 
fiance  of   the   authority   of   the   state." 
alleged  to  be  involved  in  the  ejectment ! 
of  Miss  Hall   by   Superintendent  Jones 
we  offer  a  decided  protest.       The  lan- 
guage which  our  usually  prudent  con- 
temporary uses,  besides  being  ill  chos- 
en, reflects  the  attitude  of  mind  which 
has   manifestly   actuated   Miss   Hall   in 
her    relations   with   the    school    for    the  . 
blind.  There  is  no  reason  to  believe  that 
she  has  been  open-minded  and  unpreju- 
diced in  her  determination  to  visit  the 
school  as  often  and  when  she  pleases. 
It    was    not    essential   that    she    should  i 
have  visited  the  school,  since  she  knew  j 
that  her  personal  visits  were  disagree-  ' 
able.    Her  own  sense   of  the   fitness   of 
things  should  have  left   the  inspection  j 
of   that   particular   institution     to     her  j 
associates.       We   confess   that   we     are  I 
surprised  at  the  apparent  wilfulness  of  ! 
her  conduct,  and  as  well  the  prejudicial  1 
view  of  the   Hartford   press,   which     is 
almost   uniformly   clear  and   serene   in  \ 
all    matters    of    public    concern.    If    it 
can  be  said  that  there  was  extraordin- 
ary insolence  displayed  in  defying  the.j 
authority  of  the  state,  there  was  a  like  ! 
use  of  the  same  commodity,  on  the  part 
of  the  state  towards  the  school.  Upon  j 
that  -score    the   contest   broke   even. 

As  for  the  agreement  which  was  en-  j 
tered  into  by  the  state  authorities  and  ! 
the   board    of   trustees    for    the    school, 
it    was    undertaken    to    promote    peace  | 
and    to   avoid    a   scandal,    such   as   has 
come,    which    might   Injure     a     worthy 
charitable    Institution.    The    alternative 
was  a  radical  one.  and  under  th6  cir- 
sumstances    one    to    be    avoided.       The 
governor  realized   It,   and  used  in  con- 
sequence his  influence  to  promote  peace 
and    at    least    artificial    harmony    until 
the   legislature   can   act.       There   is   no 


question  in  his  mind  of  the  rigrht  of 
the  state  to  inspect  the  school  for  the 
blind,  and  there  is  no  disposition  on 
the  part  of  the  school  authorities  to  re- 
sist it.  The  wrhole  trouble  Rrows  out  of 
a  personal  controA^ersy,  which  the 
governor  believes  to  be  of  less  conse- 
quence than  the  welfare  of  the  school. 
Hence  he  used  wise  diplomacy,  which 
would  have  done  its  perfect  work  had 
Miss  Hall  been  told  toy  her  associates 
what  they  had  sugree^  to. 
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LThe  decision  of  the  police  coi|rt  was  j 
I  the  effect  that  Superintendent  Jones 
|of  the  blind  institute  didn't  use  any 
more  Force  on  his  breakfast  bill  of 
fare  than  he  believed  was  good  for' 
his   system. 
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Colonel  bsborn  of  New  Haven  agrreeS 
with  us  that  it's  time  to  have  the  statu- 
tory rights  of  the  state  board  of  chari- 
ties in  connection  with  the  Connecti- 
cut Institute  and  Industrial  Home  for 
the  Blind  clearly  and  authoritatively 
defined.  That's  a  proposition  over,  which 
debate  is  impossible.  3^ 
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!  STATE  SOVEBJEXEGNTY. 

There  are  so  many  phases  of  Interest 
arift  ^ivnportance  connected  with  the  con- 
i^ideration  of  the  relations  of  the  school 
for  the  Is^d  towards  the  state  of  Con- 
necticut, and  the  necessity  is  so  great 
of  nothing-  happening  to  cripple  the 
attitude  of  Connecticut  towards  a  most 
deserving  dependent,  or  semi-depend- 
ent class,  that  we  feel  justified  in  re- 
fturning  to  the  discussion,  this  time  In- 
|vlted  by  comments  passed  by  the  Hart- 
jford  Times  upon  a  recent  editorial  in 
The  Register.  We  may  say  in  passing 
I  that  it  is  a  pleasure  to  discuss  a  ques- 
tion with  a  newspaper  which,  like  our 
contemporary,  presents  confidently  its 
own  opinion  without  showing  disre- 
spect for  the  equally  confident  opinion 
of  another.  A  controversy  conducted  in 
such  a  spirit  is  apt  to  be  enlighten- 
ing. , 

i     Tiiereare  two  phases  to  the  sltua- 
jtlon  which  ought  jpot  to  be  lost  sight 
of  in  passing  upon  the  conduct  and  mc 
tives  of  the  principal  actors  in  it.    Th 
first  is  a  difference ; of  opinion  betwee; 
the  trustees  of  the  school  for  the  blin< 
and  the  members  of  the  state  board  o 
charities,   with  regard  to  whether   th( 
iflchcol  for  the  blind  is  included  by  tht 
[statutes  in  th6  list  of  institutions  to  be 
visited  and  inspected  by  state  officials. 
Whenever     that      question     has     been 
raised  we  have  taken  our  position  by 
the  side  of  those  who  contend  that  it  is 
the  clear  duty  of  the  state  and  the  in- 
tent of  the  law  to  inspect  all  institu- 
tions which  receive  aid  from  the  state 
treasury.     We  conclude,  however,   that 
i^     taking     the   opposite     position   the 
school   trustees    are  acting   upon   legal 
advice  in  which  they  have  confidence, 
it  is  scarcely     conceivable     that   they 
Should  be  content  with  their  own  per- 


sonal  view  of  the  matter.     If  we   ard 
not  mistaken,  moreover,  there  hg,^  been 
mo    formal    determination    of   the    fact, 
rwhether  the  school  Is  exempt  from  state 
supervision     and   Inspection.       Neither 
the  courts   nor   the     general   assembly 
has  settled  the  controversy.     But,  says 
the   Hartford    Times:      "The    state   had 
made  the  Institute  for  the  Blind,  and 
given   it  the  money   on   which   it   sub- 
sists.    The  state  ha^  a  right  to  know' 
how  that  money  is  used,   and  whether 
the  philanthropic  purpose  for  which  it 
is   granted  is   honestly   and  judiciously 
carried  out.     The  state  has  appointed' 
a  board  of  charities  through   which  it 
expects  this  information  to  be, obtain- 
ed.   In  these  circumstances  we  believe 
the  phrase  'extraordinary  insolent  de- 
the  phrase  'extraordinarily  insolent  de- 
scribes the  attitude  th*e  superintendent 
of  the  institute  has  shown  towards  the 
board   and  towards   the  state  of  Con- 
necticut" 

•   •   • 

The  second  pha«e  of  the  controversy 
between    the    school    trustees    and    the 
board  of  charities,   which  we  desire  to 
state  before  commenting  upon  both,  re-j 
lates   to   the   unfortunate     attitude     ofl 
Miss  Hall  of  the  board  and  Dr.   Jones' 
of  the  school  towards  each  other.    Hadj 
their  relations  been  ditferent,  and  more 
In  keeping  with  the  gospel    of    mutual 
forbearance,  it  is  doubtful  if  the  pres- 
ent   unfortunate    correspondence    could 
have  arisen.  It  is  the  belief  of  Superin- 
tendent Jones   that   Miss   Hall  has  de- 
liberately   misrepresented     his    institu- 
tion, and  ascribed  unworthy  motives  to 
its  management.      We  are  very  much 
Inclined  to  the  opinion  that  this  belief 
fiows  from  the  tactless  assertion  of  her 
authority  rather  than   a   disposition  tQ 
make   trouble.   We   reach   this   conclus- 
ion  entirely   from   a   realization   of  the 
actual  good  accomplished  by  Miss  Hall 
in     the     improvement     of     town     poor 
houses,  county  homes  and  in  the  man- 
agement of  the  Good  Will  club  of  Hart- 
ford, achievements  which  entitle  her  to 
every  consideration  at  the  hands  of  the 
public.  It  is,  on  the  other  hand,  the  be- 
lief of  Miss   Hall    that   Superintendent 
Jones  has  deliberately  put  himself  and 
his    institution   In    an   attitude    of   defi- 
ance of  statute  law.  We  are  very  much 
Inclined  to  the  opinion  that  In  this  in- 


Btanoe  her  belief  flows  from  an  equal- 
ly tactless  assertion  on  his  T>art  of 
what  he  and  his  trustees  "believe  to  be 
their  rights,  rather  than  a  deligf!it  in 
a  quarrel.  We  take  thi^  to  be  the 
view,  in  both  Miss  Hall's  and  Dr.  Jones' 
'  •se.  of  those  members  of  the  state 
iboard  of  charities  and  the  board  of 
trustees  of  the  school  for  the  blind 
Hwrho^  in  their  search  for  peace  and  har- 
mony, reached  a  compromise  agree- 
ment by  which  periodical  inspections 
were  to  be  made  without  the  interfer- 
ence of  the  disturbing  elements.  We 
take,  moreover,  the  main  object  ol 
this  agreement  to  have  been  the  wise 
avoidance  of  a  ptublic  scandal,  and  the 
postponement  of  the  settlement  of  the 
real  issue,  until  the  legislature  could 
give  the  law  its  consideration  for  fur- 
ther amendment. 

*   •   • 

In  view  of  these  facts  and  honest 
differences  of  opinion,  we  still  consider 
It  an  extravagant,  If  not  unjust,  use  of 
the  English  language  to  charge  that 
6»perintei»«ent  Jones'  attitude  towards 
J«g»g  Hall  was  "extraordinarily  inso- 
lent defiance."  He  did  not  personally 
determine  what  his  attitude  should  be. 
Tbat  was  thoroughly  discussed  at  a 
meeting,  held,  we  believe,  in  the  execu- 
tive chamber  of  the  state  capltol 
building,  between  the  cooler  heads  of 
both  governing  bodies.  It  was  then 
and  there  agreed  that  the  state  board 
of  charities,  on  its  part,  would  have 
the  inspection  of  the  school  for  the 
blind  made  by  other  members  of  the 
board  than  those  who  were  personal- 
ly objectionable  to  the  school  trustees. 
§rhe  school  trustees,  on  their  part, 
a^pi^d  to  waive  their  contention  that 
the  Institute  for  the  blind  is  not  le- 
gally stifbject  to  state  inspection  by  the 
board  of  charities.  It  was  just  such  a 
simple  and  wise  settlement  of  a  con- 
troversy as  men  frequently  make,  who 
consider  carefully  the  pros  and  cons 
and  decline  to  stand  upon  their  tech- 
nical dignity  when  no  great  principle 
Is  at  stake,  or  at  worst  one  that  can 
better  be  disposed  of  later  and  at  the 
proper  time  without  loss  of  prestige 
and  advantage.  As  for  the  reference 
made  by  the  Times  to  our  suggestion 


that  there  Is  "no  disposition  on  the 
part  of  the  school  authorities!  to  resist" 
state  inspection,  our  reply  is  that  we 
care  nothing  about  the  withdrawn  cor- 
respondence tupon  that  subject.  The 
fact  is  that  the  school  authorities  have 
agreed  to  have  their  institution  visited 
and  inspected  by  the  state  board  of 
charities.  The  real  milk  in  the  cocoa- 
nut  consists  in  the  failure  of  Miss 
Hall's  associates  to  tell  her  about  the 
agreement.    Did  they  lack  the  nerve? 


pE  OF  BLIND     ' 
I  W  COMECTICDT 

^eads  That  of'  Many    States,  Says 
!    Superintendent  Charles  H.  Jones. 


Head  of  the  State  Industrial  Instita- 
tion  Points  Out  Some  Facts  in  Re- 
lation to  a  Recent  Controversy — GPha 
Question  of  Two  Inspections. 


To  the  Editor  of  The  Register,  Sir: 
I  I  thank  you  for  the  able  editorial 
IlWhich  appeared  in  your  issue  of  June 
1 14,  and  I  appreciate  the  fair  and  kind- 
lly  spirit  in  which  it  was  evidently  writ- 
Iten.  But  there  are  some  points  to  which 
J!With  your  permission,  I  would  like  to 
call  the  attention  of  yourself  and  your 
[traders.  Eliminating'  all  personalities, 
!  allow  me  to  discuss  some  of  the  general 
principles  involved  in  this  great  ques- 
tion. 

We  are  charged  with  receiving  money 
from  the  state  and.  then  refusing  to  be 
Inspected  by  state  offlciala. 

Nothing  could  be  further  from  the 
truth.  We  keep  open  doors  from  year's 
end  to  year's  end  to  state  officials  and 
all  other  persons  who  are  inclined  to 
visit  us.  But  we  do  object  to  being 
reported  by  a  board  whose  report  classi- 
fies our  institution  with  those  maintain- 
for  the  insane,  the  idiotic,  the  pauper, 
and  the  criminal  classes.  We  believe 
that  we  have  just  cause  for  our  objec- 
tions. Our  institution  is  purely  edu- 
cational and  is  clgissed  as  such  in  the 
revised  statutes  of-  the  Sftate.  Pupils 
come  here  for  a  certain  time,  the  limit 
of  which  is  fixed  by  law.  That  the 
state  furnishes  financial  aid  is  true, 
but  so  it  does  for  our  Normal  schools 
and  for  our  agricultural  colleges. 
Whether  pupils  learn  to  make  brooms 
or  butter  makes  no  difference;  the  ob- 
ject in  either  case  is  the  same. 

Instead  of  placing  this  institution 
under  the  care  and  control  of  the  state 
board  of  education,  as  is  done  with  the 
Perkins  Institution  for  the  Blind  in 
Massachusetts,  our  legislators,  at  the 
beginning  of  our  work,  with  far-seeing 


wisdom,  "created  a  state  board  of  edu- 
cation for  the  blind,   and  charged  this 
board  with  the     responsibility     of    the 
educational  interests  of  all  the  Wind  m. 
the  state,  both     children     and     adults. 
This  board  receives   and  acts  ^^Pon  all 
applications  for  admission  to  our  insti- 
tution, visits  and  inspects  with  consci- 
entious   faithfulness,    advises   with   the 
superintendent  in   all  matters  relating 
to  finances  or  to  the  interests  of  the 
I  pupils,  and  reports  annually  to  thp  gov- 
ernor as  required  by  law. 
!      To    have    two    state    boards    charged 
with  practically  the  same  duties  ti^.as 
incongruous   as    to   have    two   superin- 
tendents  of   the  same   factory,    or'  two 
principals   of  one  school. 

Every  penny  of  the  money  which 
comes  to  us  from  the  state,  as  well  as 
that  which  comes  to  us  from  other 
sources,  is  accounted  for  to  the  state 
auditors  and  vouchers  furnished  for  all 
expenditures.  Can  the  interests  of  tMe 
state  be  more  carefully  safe-guarded? 
Again  in  the  editorial  I  read  as  fol- 
lows: "As  for  the  contention  of  the 
School  for  the  Blind,  that  it  does  not 
come  under  the  head  of  institutions  to 
be  officially  Inspected  by  the  state 
board  of  charities,  and  that  therefore 
its  willingness  to  receive  the  board  is 
an  act  of  courtesy,  we  cannot  see  that 
it  has  a  leg  to  stand  upon." 

In  addition  to  what  I  have  previous- 
ly said  bearing  upon  this  point,  permit 
me  to  call  your  attention  to  the  general 
statutes  where  the  list  of  institutions 
to  be  visited  by  the  state  board  of 
charities  is  given. 

Sec.  2858.  The  board  may  inspect  all 
almshouses,  homes  for  neglected  or  de- 
pendent children,  asylums,  hospitals,  and 
all  institutions  for  the  care  and  support 
of  the  dependent  and  criminal  classes, 
and  they  shall  inspect  all  institutions  in 
which  persons  are  detained  by  compul- 
sion,   etc. 

Please  note  first  the  two  words 
"may"  and  "shall"  in  the  above  quota- 
tion. In  the  one  case  inspection  is  dis- 
^jretionary;  in  the  other  it  is  manda- 
tory. 

Now  follow  through  the  list  given  and 
tell  me  when  you  reach  the  word  that 
describes  our  institution  and  thereby 
gives  the  state  board  of  charities  even 
discretionary  power  to  inspect  and  re- 
port us.  All  with  whom  I  have  con- 
versed, among  them  several  able  law- 
yers both  in  and  out  of  the  state  of 
Connecticut,  agree  that  the  word  "de- 
pendent" in  the  clause,  "and  all  institu- 
tions for  the  care  or  support  of  the  de- 
pendent or  criminal  classes,"  is  the  only, 
word  that  by  any  possible  interpreta- 
tion can  be  made  to  include  this  insti- 
tution. But  this  institution  is  not  a 
place  for  the  care  or  support  of  depend- 
ent classes.  As  I  have  previously 
stated,  it  is  a  school,  pure  and  simple. 

Every  year  we  refuse  admission  to 
more  or  less  applicants.  Many  of  these 
are  dependent  people,  but 


their  dependence  gyves  them  no 
claim  upon  us,  neither  does  it 
enter  into  the  question  of  their  eligibil- 
ity.  This  question  is  decided  by  their 
pliysical,  mental  and  moral  condition. 
We  inquire,  "Is  the  applicant  one  who 
will  probably,  under  proper  training, 
lea.rn  one  or  more  of  our  industries  so 
that  he  may  become  wholly  or  in  part 
at  least  self-supporting?"  Should  the 
case  appear  somewhat  doubtful,  still, 
we  g-ive  the  applicant  the  benefit  of  the 
doubt  for  one  term  or  longer,  that  no 
one  may  be  able  truthfully  to  say,  "I 
had  no  chance."  If  after  fair  tHal  the 
party  proves  incapable  of  receiving  a 
rea;sona;ble  amount  of  benefit,  he  is  dis- 
missed, even  though  absolutely  depend- 
ent upp^  either  public  or  private  char- 
ity. Kence  we  claim  that  this  institu- 
tion is  not  one  for  the  support  of  de- 
pendent classes,  and  this  claim  being 
allowed,  the  state  board  of  charities  is 
left  "without  a  leg  to  stand  upon"  so 
far  as  a  legal  rlg'ht  to  visit  and  report 
us  is  assumed. 

Mr.  Gardner  Fuller  of  the  School  for 
the  Blind  at  Batavia,  N.  T.,  in  a  very 
interesting  paper  read  before  the  four- 
teenth convention  of  the  American  As- 
sociation of  Instructors  of  the  Blind, 
held  at  Pittsburg,  Pa.,  and  attended  by 
teachers  representing  a  large  propor- 
tion of  all  schools  for  the  blind  in  the 
United  States  and  Canada,  said: 

It  is  sometimes  argued  that  the  fact 
that  the  pupils  receive  board  and  lodg- 
ing at  the  expense  of  the  state  converts 
these  schools  into  eleemosynary  insti- 
tutions. A  moment's  thought  destroys 
all  the  apparent  force  of  the  argument — 
real  force  it  never  had--for  the  purpose  or 
end  in  view  always  establishes  the  char- 
acter of  the  act.  And  the  end  here  is  un- 
questionably to  promote  and  further  the 
purposes  of  the  school  as  such;  in  other 
wards,  the  object  is  educational.  *  *  * 
The  only  practical  and  ai  the  same  time 
economical  way  for  the  state  to  make  pro- 
vision for  the  education  of  its  blind  is  to 
bring  them  together  in  schools  centrally 
located  so  far  as  may  be.  Hence  the  ne- 
cessity for  providing  homes  for  them 
during  the  school  year.  The  food,  the 
shelter,  the  entire  equipment  of  the 
school  have  none  of  the  elements  of  char- 
ity in  them.  They  are  simply  incident! 
in  the  carrying  out  of  the  obligations  OJ 
the   state. 

The  truth  is,  that  all  these  matters  ol 
food,  shelter,  books,  clothing,  salaries 
etc.,  are  but  the  -necessary  concomitants 
of  the  primary  idea  that  these  institu- 
tions are  schools.  Take  away  that  fun- 
damental thought  and  you  take  away  ai 
the  same  time  all  grounds  upon  whicl 
these   provisions  are  made. 

It  is  interesting  to  note  that  at  this 
convention  among  other  resolutions,  the 
following  was  unanimously  passed: 

Whereas,  the  general  tendency  among 
legislators  and  various  bodies  of  our  statt 
governments  is  to  classify  schools  for  th( 
education  and  training  of  the  blind  witl 
charitable  and  reformatory,  institutions 
and 

Whereas,  This  most  unjust  and  unwis( 
classification    seriously    impairs    the    use 


fulness  and  efficiency  of  tnese  schools 
and  in  many  cases  absolutely  nullifies  th« 
purposes  for  which  they  were  founded 
inasmvich  as  many  are  kept  from  ou: 
doors  over  which  Charity"  seems  to  b< 
written,  when  if  the  superscription  wen 
'^School,"  they  would  be  eager  applicant? 
for  admission;  therefore 

Resolved,  That  the  American  Associa- 
tion of  Instructors  of  the  Blind  believed 
it  to  be  both  wise  and  just  that  al| 
schools  established  or  incorporated  b 
the  state  for  the  education  aaid  trainin 
of  the  blind  should  be  considered  a  par 
of  the  educational  system  of  the  state. 

I  do  not  feel  that  it  is  necessary  for^ 
me  to  apologize  for  the  length  of  thi^ 
article.  The  highest  interests  of  the 
blind,  not  only  in  the  present  but  in  th^ 
future,  not  only  in  this  state  but  in  oth- 
er states,  are  invouved  in  the  question 
before  us.  As  I  study  the  problem, 
am  led  to  believe  that  Connecticut  to 
day  stands  at  the  head  of  all  other 
states  for  wise  and  advanced  legislation 
in  behalf  of  the  blind.  Many  other 
states  have  already  acknowledged  their 
indebtedness  to  us  for  benefits  receiv- 
ed, either  from  correspondence  with  us, 
or  from  personal  visits  paid  us  by  in- 
dividuals or  commissions  officially  ap- 
appointed  for  the  purpose. 

Three  different  boards  of  commis- 
sioners appointed  by  the  governor  of 
their  respective  states  have  visited  us 
during  the  past  year.  One  of  these 
commissions  after  going  through  our 
workshops  and  living  apartments  and 
having  made  copious  notes  in  regard  1 
to  our  work,  our  discipline,  our  finances, 
in  fact  all  the  details  of  our  manage-! 
ment,  paid  us  a  very, high  compliment. 
One  of  the  commissioners,  just  at  the 
close  of  the  conference,  which  had 
lasted  between  two  and  three  hours, 
said  to  the  other,  "Having  visited  about 
a  dozen  different  institutions  since  we 
left  home,  I  think  we  can  safely  say 
that  we  have  obtained  more  practical 
information,  that  is,  more  information' 
just  such  as  we  want  from  our  visiL 
here,  than  from  all  the  others  we  have 
visited  combined";  to  which  the  other! 
replied,  "True,  these  people  seem  to  be 
working  upon  just  the  right  lines." 
Thf,n  turning  to  me  he  said,  "The  thing 
that  surprises  me  the  most  is,  how  you 
can  have  accomplished  so  much  with 
so  little  money." 

Many  people  apparently  use  the  terms 
"defective"       and       "dependent"  as 

synonyms,  while  the  fact  is  that  most 
people  are  defective  in  some  respect  or 
another.  The  defects  of  the^blind  or 
deaf  are  simply  more  apparent  than  the 
defects  of  some  other  classes.  But 
the  object  of  all  education,  whether  of 
one  class  or  another,  is  simply  to  enat^le 
all  to  make  the  most  and  best  of  them- 
selves; and  thus,  if  possible,  to  prevent 
any  class  from  becoming  dependent.     . 


The  increased  cost  of  educating  any- 
one class  does  not  in  the  least  change 
the  status  of  that  class. 

CHARLES   H.   JONES, 
General  Superintendent  Connecticut  In- 
I        dustrial  Institution  for  the  Blind. 
!  Hartford,  Conn,,  June  23,  1904. 


Courant  this  morning  says: 

The  recent  affair  there  in  which  Super- 
intendent Jones  forcibly  ejected  Miss  Hall 
of  the  board  from  the  building'  has  evi- 
dently aroused  the  board  to  a  full  sense 
of  its  digrnity  and  the  rig-hts  of  its  mem- 
bers, and  probably  now  there  is  general 
regret  that  the  impudent  letter  original-! 
ly  receive  was  not  at  once  made  public; 
and  treated  as  it  deserved.  The  author-] 
ity  of  the  state  may  not  be  questioned,; 
least  of  all  by  those  who  live  by  its  boun- 
ty. The  action  of  the  board  makes  still 
more  interesting  that  alleged  agreement. 
It  seems  to  have  been  that  the  manage- 
ment agreed  that  they  did  not  want  the 
members  of  the  board  of  charities  about; 
and  even  that  was  a  mistake. 

But  how  about  the  testimony  that 
the  board  did  ag-ree  to  what  the  board 
itself  says  it  did  not?  There  must 
have  been  a  great  misconception  of 
something  to  afford  any  basis  for  that 
declaration  in  court,  under  oath.  Gov- 
ernor Cham/berlain  seems  to  have  got 
his  idea  from  one  or  two  of  those  con- 
nected -vvitli  the  institute,  but  where 
did  they  get  it? 


I 
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HOME  FOR  THE  BLIND. 


^mjrjorta-nt    Btisiness  ,  Traiisa>eteja|j    »t 
Testerday'«  Meeting'      —      Name 

Chaused. 

At  a  special  meeting  of  the  tirusteeis 
of  the  Connecticut  Institute  and  Indus- 
trial Homfe  for  the  Blind  held  yeeterday 
noon  at  the  Capitol,  President  G.  P.  Da- 
vis presiding,  articles  one  and  sev^en  of 
the  articles  of  association  were  amend- 
ed. The  change  in  the  former  drops  thfe 
words  "and  Industrial  Home"  making 
the  n«w  name  "The  Connecticut  In- 
stitute for  the  Blind."  The  chang-e  In 
thfe  seventh  article  drops  the  words 
"but  at  no  time  shall  more  seeing  per- 
sons than  Wind  persons  ("constitute 
said  board"  of  trustees. 

The  present  board  corjsists  of  tt^'n 
members,  five  of  them  bej^g  blind,  ajtid 
while  it  is  not  the  inte^ition  to  drtbip 
any  of  them  from  the  b^ard  it  is  oft<sn 
a  difficult  matter  for  tihem  to  come  Ito 
the  city  to  attend  board  meeting's.  Tlhe 
amendment  will  give  tjie  board  power  to 
[add  enough  local  mejmibers  to  make  '|;it 
easy  to  pbtain  a  qiijorum  tor  the  traiite-; 
action  of  business.  |  j, 


V\^Ta_\^.\V(iw^vv.\^\w,  \^>n.we  t.\:  V.  c\x.^ 


M«;^  in  Interests  of  JtJwH&lind. 

The  bo^a^»®i.*€H*treS!ion  of  Ihe  blind  | 
held  its  annual  meeting  in  the  g-over- 
nor's    office  •  at   the    capitol    yesterday,  I 
Governor   Chamberlain   presiding  and  i 
the  other  members,  Chief  Justice  Tor-  j 
ranee,    Elisha  J.   Steele  of  Torrington 
and  Mrs.   Emily  Wells  Foster    (secre- 
tary)   of  Hartford,  being  present.  Th^  | 
work   of  the   year  was   reviewed  and 
routine  business  was  transacted. 


4 


^'< 


il  ' 


Meeting    of    Blind    Educators. 

The  board  of  education  of  the  blind 
jield  its  annual  meeting  in  the  gover- 
jior's  office  at  the  Capitol  yesterday, 
tS^overnor  Chamberlain  presiding  and  ^ 
the  other  members.  Chief  Justice  Tor- 
rance, Elisha  J.  Steele  of  Torrington 
iand  Mrs.  Emily  Wells  Foster  (secre- 
tary) of  this  city,  being  present.  Tb^ 
work  of  the  year  was  reviewed  and 
routine   business  was  transacted^*'!    | 


i\:a_^-   \\q:nn    V-owA-ow    V ^x\-x\ e t-\ \- ^ ^^" 
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Sit  18 


TRUSTEES    TAKE    IMPORTANT    A-: 
TION  ON  AFFAIRS— EDITOR- 
IAL ON   INSTITUTION. 


H.  S.  Rogers  of  tliis  city  atteiuleJ    a. 
meeting  of  t^ie  trustees  of  the  CoiiRecti- 
ciit    school    for    tlie    Blind    at    Hartfru  | 
Tuesday.     The    meeting    was    a    spe.-ial  j 
one.    By  a  four-iiftlis/  vote  it  was  decided  j 
to  drop"  the  words  and  Industrial  Honv^  i 
from;  the    title    of    the    institution.     It  j 
was  also  voted  to  change  the  charter  so  | 
tliat  there  is  now  no  limit  to  the  num- 
ber of   those   who   liave   sight   who   may 
be    on    the    board    of    directors.      Befoie 
there   could   be   no  greater  number  thin 
there  Mere  blind  persons  on  the  bc^ard. 

The  board  passed  a  resoUition  reque-t- 
ing  tlie  press  of  Connecticut  to  publ'sh 
the  following  editorial  on  tlie  institu- 
tion in  the  Xew  Haven  Keuister's  is-u? 
of    duly    10:' 

'•\Ve"  had  hoped  that  the  controversy 
between  tb.e  state  board  of  charities 
and  the  trustees  of  the  institute  for 
the  blind  had  been  brought  to  a  close, 
and  that  all  that  there  was  left  to  be 
done  was  for.  tlie  general  assen:bly.  at 
the  earliest  opportunity,  to  so  amend 
the  Jaw  as  to  nuike  it  certain  that  the 
latter  institution  is  inchuled  among  the 
institutions  of- the  state  to  be  annua  ly 
visited  and  in^])ecttMl  by  the  board  of 
charities,  or  sacrifice  the  aid  receive! 
from  the  common  treasury.  It  ap- 
pears, however,  that  the  board  of 
charities  has  no  intention  of  dropping 
a    <maircl.    wliich    for    some    re.json  '  or. 


A\  itl)- 


If 


otlier  its   mouibors   seem   t)  e 

out   ro<jrnrd   to  its   llIl.-^<HMl)li;lo^ 

did  not   know    tliat   tliose   of      its   humi!- 

bcrs    ^^■i^ll    \\lion!    >\o    lia\e    a      |)pi-so!i<il 

acqiiaiiitarieo    were    sincere    in      tl;e!r    de- 

I  with    fulj    coiisidciaiinii    for    llie    ■\veif;',re 
'  of    tlie   slate,    w,.   slio'.iUl   be   iiieliii<-l     to 
believe    that    what    the   board   as   a   body 
Maul's  is  a  jcmv. 

"We   er.tered   rebictantly   into   tlie   dis- 
ciissirn  because  Ave  felt  tliat  liann  iiii.uht 
l)e   done  a   most  deserviiio'   class   of   crip- 
ples by  a  imblic  re\ie\v  of  all  of  the  ciiihl- 
isli  facts  ill   tlie  case,  ;ui:l  l)ecaiis(:;  it  ap- 
))eai(Hl    to    us    an    easy   matte)-   to    adjusti 
tl)e    (bfliculty    if    those    conceviu-d    in    it; 
really    wanted    to    adjust    it.      We    at    no: 
tiuu-'  to{dc    tlu"    sliglitest    stock      in      the; 
;^reat  furoiT  iiiade  over  the  fancied  indiii;- i 
iiity  to  the  nnticsty  of  the  state  of  Con-' 
uecticut,  as   if  the' trustees   oi^  tlie  insti-l 
tnte   for   the   blind   Aveve   intent   njion   in- 
sultino'  tlie  government.     We  had  a  feei- 
I  ino-  that  in   reality   that  view   was   being 
used  for  the  purpose  of  concealing  a  de- 
termination   upon    the   part    of   some    one 
to   nnike   trouble   for   the   suj)erintende(it, 
AA'ho   liad   resented   th.e   conuneuts   of   cer- 
tain  members   of   tlie   boaid   of   charities. 
From    A\hat    has    occurred    within    a    few: 
days  A\e  are  almost  driA'en  to  .the  convic-  ! 
tion   that    tlie    attitude    of    the    board    of  i 
cl\arities  tow  ard  the  trustees  of  the  in- 
stitute   for   the   blind    is    of    a   character 
wliicli    calls    possibly    for    the    stienrions 
interference  of  the  goevinor.       The  mas- 
terful   members    of    tlie    board    are    ob- 
versely    inclined   to    keep   up   the   contro- 
versy  until  they   have   "downed"   Su])er- 
intendent    Jones,    without     consideration 
for  the  afflicted  ,who  have  thus  far  come 
in  for  only  maudlin  sympathy.     We  re- 
alize that  these  are  harsh  words,  but  it 
is  impossible  for  us  to  reconcile  the  con- 
duct of  the  board  with  a   sincere   effort 
to  make  the  best  of  a  bad  situation. 

It  is  necessary,  in  order  that  we  may 
not  be  charged,  with  prejudice  in  the 
matter,  to  run  OAcr  again  hastily  tlie 
facts  in  the  case.  Though  it  is  the  con- 
tention of  the  trustees  of  the  school  for 
the  blind  that  their  institution  does  not 
come  under  the  head  of  dependent  in- 
stitutions which  it  is  the  duty  of  the 
board  of  charities  tt)  inspect — a  vicAV  in 
Avhich  we  do  not  share — they  do  not  un- 
dertake to  say  that  such  visitations 
shall  not  be  made.  They  claim  that  cer^^ 
tain  membeis  of  the  board  of  charities 
jhaev  in  the  past  misrepresented  the 
Ischool,  with  deliberation,  and  that  on 
that  account   thev  have  lorbidden   them 


to  visit  the  institution.       Their  ease  inj 
this  connection  hasft)een  fnlly  and  from| 
our    point   of    view    convincingly    stated. 
There  is  still  to  be  settled  -wliether  tht; 
view  of  the  trustees  Avith  regard  to  the 
right   of  the  board  of  charities  to  visit 
the  school  is  well  grounded,  but  tliere  is 
no    disposition    on    their    part    to    forbid 
the    visitation  lof  'unj^^rojudieed    re])resc]i-. 
tatives   of   then$tatf^.    goxcnimont.J      Jti' 
order    that    there    Jiiiglit    be    peace    Gov- 
ernor Cluunberlain' afi'auged  an  interivew 
botvreeu  i-opreseiVtatives  of  the  two  gov- 
eriiitu'iita!   Ixniicls  in  lus  othee,  Avlien,  ac- 
cording to  liini.  whose  word  no  one  will 
liave  the  liardihood  to  question,  a  general 
agrcemoiit  was 'entered  into  tliat  the  ob- 
jecnoiiablo    ine-n'oers    of    the      board      of  jl 
eliJiritics   sitoiiid  not  -\isit  tlie   school  but  | 
that  otlifrs  should.     This  A\as  an  hionor-  [ 
able  peace  and  of  the  kind  that  faithfid  i 
public   serxants   should   Juwe  been  happ^l 
to  prescrx(\  Without  crocodile   tears  overj 
liie  alleued  assault   upon  the   dignity   of  | 
the   state.  ^  ^        ^         i 

At    a    meeting   of    the    state    board    of  'i 
charities,    held    a    few    days    ago. ,  it    was  1 
declared   that   such   an     agreement      was  ! 
Ho\"er   entered   into,   and   that   even   if    it  | 
liad    been    it    would    have    been    without  ' 
authority  of  law.     It  is  declared  that  the 
inspection   of   the    school    is    a   duty    iin-  ; 
posed  upon  the  state  board  of  charities,] 
and  that  no  agreement  can  for  a  moment! 
relieve   one   of   its   members   from  his   or 
her  responsibility  in   tlie  premises.     This 
comes    Avith,   the    force    of    a    bomb    shell  j 
from  a  clear  sky.  if  bomb   shells  can  be 
said  to  come   from   such  a  quarter.     We, 
kiiow    fi'om    the    testimony   given    in    the 
trial  of  Mr.  Jones  for  an'alleged  assault 
ujjon  .Aiiss  :Mary  Hall  that  she  had  never 
been  infoiined  of  the  agreement  by  tliose 
of    her    culknigues.    Avho    entered    into    it, 
but   Ave  could  not  see   hoAv  that  affected  [ 
unj)leisantiy    the    position    of    the    school! 
tru4c-s.     As  a  matter  of  fact  it  did  not. 
It  A\as  tlieii-  jiioral  duty  to  tell  her  Avhat 
in  liicir  judgment  ^^as  best  for  all  of  tlie 
interests    involved,    and    to    sav    without 
fear  thai    tliey   h;ul  agreed   Avitii   t!ie  <iov- 
crnor  tha.t.  until  tiie  law  had  been  an-end-  ', 
ed  and   made  deai-  a.   to  tlie  rcspousibil-  j 
ity   of    the    state    board    of    charilies,    the 
aimiial    \isitat;oiis   of    the   school    for   the 
blind  should  be  cntrnstoil  to  other  iiands  ; 
and  eyes.     That   tlicy  did  not  do  so  Avas  ! 
the    n)istake    of    their    vhole    campaign, 
and   together   with    the  aggressiveness   of 
the  offending  mcnibei'.  lias  done  more  to 
convince  the  public  tliat  the  school  trus- 
tees are  more  sinned  against  than  sinning; 
than  aJiy  thing  eJse.     'l>1\e  attitu.de  of  the  j 


5  hoard  c'r   v\\;>\\iu\^  in  fnct  almo^^t,  if  not 
'!  (juite.  uiai-.c'-.  it  imijussihio  fr.r  it  to  ])!e;ul 
e.\("!usi\('    A\citavo    of   iho    state. 

"W'p  sli:'ll  )iot  fo)-  a  iiioiiieiit  (hvell 
U[)0,'i  tlio  (jiif-stioii  of  veracity  vaiseil 
now    i)\'  tile  stale   board   of  eliavit'es   a'lil 


CQJte^ 


<;o^,e!iior    Chaiviberlain.     A\'e      aie 

^•onteiit    1-0    take    i'.is    word      that   a 

ferem-e    A\as    ]:e;d    and    tliat    tbe    aj^ree-  | 

iiieDt.    'wliicii     it     is    now    declared      Vvas  ' 

ne\-er     made,     \v;'s     in     fact     vaa'le       asid' 

agreed   to.      It   is   anotJier  (ineslioii,   how- 

e\er,    AS'iaai    it    C'nnes    to    tli?    co;i;-ide'a- 

tioii    of    a    state    ])3av(I    wliie'i    doe-;    not 

liesitale    to    make    a>  '  stateaieut    ef      tlrs 

ciiaracter.      It  (•omj)els  en'-  to  (|ne^tion  its 

fiirtker    nsefnlne-^s    to    tlie      state.  '  We 

say      this      -with    reai-'tanee  l)e:-anse      we 

;  cannot    sliut    out.    if      ^\■e      A\ere    iiielined 

I  to.  wdiieji   we  are  not.  tlie  ffct  tlui t     the 

I  state    Ijoa.rd    of    charities,    as    at    ])rese!ic 

con.tpcsed.    has    done    excellent    work    for 

('onn(  cti(ait.    and    that    j\iiss      Had      has 

inipressed    hersi^lf    in      a      j)leasant    way 

i  upon      tk.e     commnnity   of   Hartford.     It 

!  does    seem,    tlioui^h.    a.s    if    in    this    par- 

,  ticulai'   ci'se   th>e   l}oa!(l   wa,s   actnated   by 

1  a,    spirit    Avhich    is   ineeoncilable   with      a 

i  proiier  regard  for  tlie  ])ublic  service.     Its 

;  nnwiliinuness    to    accept      an    aureenient. 

jj  wdiich    at   the    Jea-t    has    tlie      merit      of 

j  avoiding'     unnecessary     trouble,     in     the 

!  course   of   which    a   most   deserving   class 

'  of    dependent's    may    he    inju.red,    and    its 

i'j  deteiniination  to  make  a  mountain     out 

j  of    a    jnole    hill    reaaiding      the      allegel 

i  indigTiity    which    the    state   is    made     to 

j  sutler,    cause    us    to    wondei'    if    some    of 

I  the    meinbers    liave    not    outlived      their 

'  usefulness.     Yxe  do  not  know  tliat  Gov- 

1  ernor   Chamberlain    intends   to   take    any 

■  fuither    steps   in    the    Jimtter,   or   let   the 

'  affair   settle    itself,    but   if   he   should  let 

-.  it  he  known  that  either  the  board  niu'st 

j  act    in    a    sober    and    sane    w^ay    or   take 

the    consefjuences,    he    would   receive    the 

support    of    the    thinking    yjeople    of    the 

state.     The  rope  given   it  has  been   used 

recklessh';    the   governor   should   draw   it 

J  tighter."'   \.-,,,^..  ':    -^^^  ,,     .._.:.-,.....,..... 
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-  At  tlieip  ;iweetf«rW"imrtfdjf^  Tties- 

day  the  trustees  of  the  Connecticut 
State  Institute  and  Industrial  Home  for 
the  Blind  it  was  voted  to  strike  "and 
Industrial"  from  the  title  and  to  re- 
move the  requirement  that  not  m0fe 
seeing  that  blind  persons  constitutQ,  the 
board.  ^  \ 


I 

njui  tint 
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HOME   FOR,  THE   BLIND. 


Name    of    the    Connecticut     "^    ""'"i^tJon 
Has  Been   Chan,£_ 

Teeting-  of  tlie  Iru.-tees 
cut  Institute  and  In- 
fer the  Blind  at  the 
Hartford  President  G.  L-". 
Davis  iaresidlng',  articles  one  and  sev- 
en of  the  articles  of  association  were 
amended.      T^ie    charig-e    in    the    former 


^L   a.  sjj^ciai 
nf    the    cVc-ncc 
dustrial     Home 
Capitol 


the      \\'ordi 


'and      Industrial 


Home"    making-    the    new    name     "The  ^ 
Connecticut   Institution   for  the  Blind."  j 
The     change     in     the     seventh     article  | 
drops  the  words  "but  at  no  time  shall  | 
more    seeing-    persons    than    blind    per- ; 
Fons    constitute    said    board''    of    trus- 1 
tees.     The    present    board     consists    of  j 
,  ran  members,  five  of  them  being  blind,  j 
I  and    while    it    is    not    the    intention    to! 
rJrop  any  of  them  from  the  board  it  is! 
o^Jten    a    difficult    matter    for    them    to^ 
come  to  the  city  to  attend  board  meet-; 
I  ings.     The    amendment    will     give    the 
!   board     power     to     aidd     enough     local 
i  members  to  rnake   it  easy   to   obtain   a 
i    ggorum    for    the    transaction    of    busi- 


HOME  FOR  THE  BLIND. 


H^! 


Name  of  the  Connecticut   Institution 
Been   Changed.  p^  i 

At  a  special  meeting  of  the  trustees  of 
the  Connecticut  Institute  and  Industrial 
Home  for  the  blind  held  at  the  Capitol  inj 
Hartford,  President  G.  P.  Davig  presid- 1 
jng,  articles  one  and  seven  ofi 
the  articles  of  association  were! 
amended.  The  change  in  the  former 
drops  the  words  "and  Industrial  Home"  | 
making  the  new  name  "The  Connecticut; 
Institution  for  the  Blind."  The  change ' 
in  the  seventh  article  drops  the  words ! 
"but  at  no  iime  shall  more  seeing; 
persons  than  blind  persons  constitute  i 
said  board"  of  trustees.  The  present! 
board  consists  of  ten  members,  five  of  | 
them  being  blind,  and  while  It  Is  not  the  j 
intention  to  drop  any  of  them  from  the 
board  it  la  often  a  difficult  matter  for 
them  to  come  to  the  city  to  attend 
board  meetings.  The  amendment  will  \ 
give  the  board  power  to  add  enough  j 
local  members  to  make  it  easy  to  obtain ' 
a  quorum  f GtiU^^t£«nsactiofi  of  biitifie00. 
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WENTY    PAGES. 


Any  eleemosynary  institution  which 
the  state  helps  to  maintain,  which  re- 
fuses in  the  face  of  the  law  to  permit 
the  state  board  of  charities  to  inspect 
Its  premises,  should  have  its  appro- 
priation summarily  refused  also.  That 
{instructive  course  would  show  where 
the  money  comes. from.  There  is  some- 
thing very  wearying  to  the  patience  in 
the  attitude  of  the  blind  management 
I  in  this  matter.  It  is  as  blind  as  any  of 
I  the  state's  beneficiaries. 

'STATE  BOARfl  KICKED 


OUT  BY  JONES 


Officials  Not  Allowed  to  Visit 

Institution   for   the 

Blind 


JONES  CARRYING  OUT 

ORDERS  OF  PREST  DAVIS. 


Turning  Down   of  Charities 

Board  Follows  Snub  to 

Miss  Hall 


Admission   to    the   Connecticut   Insti- 
tute and  Industrial  Home  for  the  Blind, 


No.  334-336  Wethersfield  avenue,  waa 
refused  yesterday  to  the  state  board 
of  charities,  and  the  board  left  there 
without   making:  an   official   inspection. 

The  board  at  its  last  meeting,  hav- 
ing in  view  the  reception  Miss  Mary 
Hall  met  with  when  she  made  an  of- 
ficial visit  to  the  institution  last  sum- 
mer, decided  that  it  would  make  an  of- 
ficial visit  to  the  institution  yesterday 
In  a  body.  Accordingly,  about  noon 
yesterday,  all  the  members,  headed  by 
President  H.  H-  Bridgman,  called  at 
the  institution.  The  members  of  the 
board  are  Henry  H.  Bridgman  of  Nor- 
folk, Dr.  Edwin  A.  Down,  Dr.  Thomas 
F.  Kane  and  Miss  Mary  Hall  of  this 
city;  Miss  Rebecca  G.  Bacon  of  New- 
Haven,  and  the  secretary,  Charles  P. 
Kellogg  of  Waterbury.  They  Avere  ush- 
ered into  the  reception  room  and  were 
met  by  Superintendent  Charles  H. 
Jones,  to  whom  President  Bridgman 
told  the  errand  of  the  board.  It  was  to 
inspect  the  institution,  officially,  under 
the  authenticity  conferred  on  the  board 
by  the  statutes.  They,  therefore,  de- 
manded that  they  be  allowed  to  go 
through  th«^  institution. 

Mr.  Jones  informed  Mr.  Bridgman 
that,  acting  under  written  orders?  from 
the  president  of  the  institution,  Dr-  G. 
Pierrepont  Davis,  he  had  to  decline  to 
permit  them  to  go  through/  the  institu- 
tion, and  ushered  them  out.  The 
members  of  the  board  decided  not  to 
say  anything  about  the  trip  and  their 
repulse,  but  to  consider  the  matter  at 
their  next  meeting,  the  first  Wednes- 
day in  December. 

A  jnember  of  the  board  who  was 
seen  by  a  reporter'  expressed  surprise 
that  the  matter  was  ijnown  and  said 
that  the  board  had  agreed  not  to  say- 
any  thing  about  it.  It  was  an  official 
visit,  he  said,  made  by  the  full  mem- 
bership .of  the  board,  as  other  visits 
were  made  to  public  and  private  insti- 
tutions all  over  the  state  by  various 
members.  Nothing  had  been  done  by 
th3  board  since  the  visit,  he  said,  other 
than  to  decide  to  discuss  the  matter 
at  the  next  meeting. 

The  member  of  the  board  said  that  he 
thought  it  was  time  tu  determine 
whether  any  institution  supported  in 
whole  or  in  part  by  the  state  was  ex- , 


empt  from  the  visits  of  the  state  board 
c4  charities,  when  the  board  was 
charged  explicitly  with  the  inspection 
of  all  institutions  which  had  state  aid 
"and  was  authorized  to  inspect  institu- 
tions of  like  character  in  the  state.  The 
refusal  by  Superintendent  Jones  last 
sunimer  to  permit  Miss  Hall,  represent- 
ing the  board,  to  make  an  official  in- 
spection of  the  institution,  and  the  re- 
buff the  board  met  with  yesterday,  were 
the  only  occasions  as  far  as  he  knew, 
when  the  right  to  enter  and  finspect 
any  instutition  in  the  state  was  ever 
denied  the  boar^v^-|;ji3v^i^,jg^ 
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JONES  BARRED  THE  WAY. 


Superintendent  of  Connecticut     Insti- 
tute and  Industrial  Home  for  the 
Blind   Prevented   an 

Inspection.  4     1 


STATE  BOARD  OF 

ClHARITIES   WAS   SNUBBED. 


'Shortly  after  12  o'clock  Friday,   the 
State  Board  of  Chanties  called  at  the 
Connecticut    Institute    and     Industrial 
Home  for  the  blind,  Nos.  334-336  Weth- 
ersfield  avenue,  to  make  an  official  in- 
spection of  the  building  and  its  occu- 
pants.   President   Henry  H.   Bridgman 
of  Norfolk   was   accompanied     by   tlie 
jfther   members   of   the   board.  ,     These 
ire  Dr.  Edward  A.  Down,  Dr.  Thomas 
■f .   Kane  and   Miss  Mar-"'   Hail  of  this 
•  ity;    Miss   Rebecca  G.    Bacon  of  New  j 
laven,    and   the   secretary,    Charles   P. 
Cellogg    of    Waterbury.    The     visitors 
ntered   the   reception   room   and   were 
aet    by     Superintendent     Charles     H. 
ones     of     the     institute.     '    President 
Sridgman  explained  the  mission  of  the 
loard,  saying  that  the  visitors  desired 
o   officially   inspect    the   establishment 
ly  virtue  of  the  duty  imposed  on  the 
»oard    by    the    statute^.    They    desired 
.ccordin}?Iv      to    be  conducted  through 
he     building.    Superintendent      Jones 
laid  that  in  consequence  of  a  written 
)-rder    from    Dr.    G.    Pierrepont    Davis, 
)resident   of   the     institution    he     was 
compelled    to    deny     them     admission. 
This  morning  he  said  to  a  Times  re- 
porter that  the  board  had  violated  an 
tgreement   made   in   October,    1903,    be- 
;W€en   the  board  and   the  State   board 
3f    Education       for      the     Blind.    The 
agreement,  he  said,  specifted  that  Miss 
Elall  was  not  to  make  an  official  visit. 


It  also  required  that  a  member  of 
Ithe  latter  board  was  to  accompany  the 
^arty  from  the  State  Board  of  Char-- 
ities  Vvhen  an  official  inspection  was 
imade.  Both  of  these  provisions.  Su- 
perintendent Jones  says,  were  violated 
when  the  State  Board  of  Charities 
presented  itself,  Friday  afternoon. 
The  visitors  were  ushered  out. 

Miss  Hall  declined  to  talk  about  the 
matter  this  morningr.  The  board  de- 
cided to  say  nothing:  about  the  trip 
until  after  its  next  meeting,  which 
will  be  in  the  Capitol,  Wednesday,  De- 
cember 7. 

Superintendent  Jones  said  later  to- 
day, that  after  the  ag-reement  to  which 
he  had  referred  had  been  entered  into 
an  official  inspection  of  the  building  had 
been  conducted  and  that  Mrs.  Foster, 
the  secretary  of  the  State  Board  of 
Education  of  the  Blind,  had  accom- 
panied the  members  of  the  other  board 
v/ho  made  the  inspection.  No  official 
Inspection  had  taken  place  this  year. 
Sui^erintendent  Jones  also  said  that 
the  State  board  of  Charities  denies  the 
existence  of  the  agreement  alleged  by 
him  to  have  been  made.  He  stated 
that  the  state  board  of  Education  for 
the  Blind  has  a  record  of  the  agree- 
ment and  that  this  agreement  was 
1  made  in  the  governor's  office  and  that 
Governor  Chamberlain  has  testified 
that  it  was  made.  As  to  Friday's  \'is- 
it  he  says  that  the  relations  were 
pleasant. 

**I  referred,'*  he  said,  "to  the  agree- 
ment and  told  how  sorry  I  was  to  deny 
them.  Everything      was    perfectly 

cordial  and  nice.  We  all  shook  handa 
and  then   they  went  away." 

It  Is  'inderstood  that  the  position  of 
the  State  board  of  Charities  rests  on 
a  denial  of  the  existence  of  any  specific 
agreement  of  the  board  with  the  State 
teoai^d  of  Education  of  the  Blind  along 
the  lines  alleged  by  the  latter.  The 
former  board  Is  also  understood  to 
think  that  it  is  time  to  determine 
whether  any  institution  supported  in 
^hole  or  In  part  by  the  state  is  ex- 
empt from  visits  by  the  State  board 
pf  Charities,  if  the  board  is  required  to 
Inspect  all  institutions  of  the  kind 
^hich  have  state  aid. 


CONTROVERSY  THAT 
BE  ENDED. 


This  intolerable  controversy  between  \ 
the  Connecticut  Institute  for  the  blind! 
and  the  state  board  of  charities  hinges, ! 
apart  from  the  personal  equation  of  the' 
dispute,  on  the  interpretation  of  sec-' 
tion  2,858  of  the  general  statutes.  If 
the  establishment  on  Wethersfield  ave- 
nue'is  an  institution  for  the  care  or 
support  of  a  "dependent"  class,  the 
board  of  charities  is  invested  with  the 
obvious  and  unquestioned  right  of  vis- 
itation   and    inspection. 

One  of  the  first  duties  which  will  con- 
front the  incoming  legislature  ^vili  be 
so  to  amend  and  clarify  the  law  that 
the  functions  and  powers  of  the  board 
of     charities      with    reference     to    the 
institute   for   the    blind   shall   be   plain 
as  a  pikestaff  and  that  opportunity  for 
further  wrangling  shall  be  ended.      The 
law    shduld    be    made    so    clear    tliati 
neither    high-priced    lawyers    nor    un-| 
remunerated    laymen     can     misunder- ' 
stand    or    misinterpret    or    mystify   its 
meaning. 

Emphatically  Thr  Times  believes 
that  an  institution  which  is  largely  de- 
pendent on  the  state's  bounty  and 
which  every  year  draws,  directly  or  in-- 
directly,  a  substantial  sum  from  the 
state  treasury  should  be  under  state 
supervision,  and  that  the  state  board 
I  of  charities  should  have  unchallenged 
■power  of  inspection.  , 
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STATE  BOARD  KICKED 
OUT  BY  JONK, 


Officials  Not  Allowed  to  Visit 
Institution   for   the 
Blind.    , 


JONES  CARRYING  OUT 

ORDERS  OF  PRES'T  DAVIS. 


Turning  Down   of  Charities 

Board  Follows  Snub  to 

Miss  HaJL 


i  Admission  to  the  Connecticut  Insti- 
!  tute  and  Industrial  Home  for  the  Blind, 
No,  334-336  Wethersfield  avenue,  was 
^fused  yesterday  to  the  state  board 
jokcharities,  and  the  board  left  there 
vvimout  making-  an  official  inspection. 
j  Tln^'  board  at  its  last  meeting-,  hav- 
ing in  view  the  reception  Miss  Mary 
jHall  met  with  when  she  made  ah  of- 
Ificial  visit  to  the  institution  last  sum- 
mer, decided  that  it  would  make  an  of- 
ficial visit  to  the  institution  yesterday 
in  a  body.  Accordingly,  about  noon 
yesterday,  all  the  members,  headed  by 


president  H.  H-  Bridgroan,  called  at 
the  institution.  The  members  of  the 
board  are  Henry  H.  Bridgman  of  Nor- 
tfolk,  Dr.  Edwin  A.  Down,  Dr.  Thomas 
F.  Kane  and  Miss»  Mary  Hall  of  this 
city;  Miss  Rebecca  G.  Bacon  of  New 
Haven,  and  the  secretary,  Charles  P. 
Kellog-g-  of  Waterbury.  They  were  ush- 
ered into  the  leception  room  and  were 
met  by  Superintendent  Charles  H. 
Jones,  to  whom  President  Bridg-man 
told  the  errand  of  the  board.  It  was  to  j 
inspect  the  institution,  officially,  under  { 
the  authenticity  conferred  on  the  board  j 
by  the  statutes.  They,  therefore,  de- 
manded that  they  be  allowed  to  go 
through  the  institution. 

Mr.  Jones  informed  Mr.  Bridgman 
that,  acting  under  written  orders  fiom 
the  president  of  the  institution,  Dr-  G. 
JP^repont  Davis,  he  had  to  decline  to 
permit  them  to  go  through  the  institu- 
tion, and  ushered  them  out.  The 
members  of  the  board  decided  not  to 
say  anything  about  the  trip  aiTd  their 
repulse,  but  to  consider  the  matter  at 
their  next  meeting,  the  first  Wednes-  j 
day  in  December.  i 

A    member    of    xhe    board'  who    was  i 
seen   Jjy   a   reporter  expressed   surprise 
that   the   matter  Vvas  Jvnown   and   said  j 
that  the  board  had  agreed  not  to  say  } 
anything  about   it.     It  was   an   official  j 
visit,   he  said,  made  by  the  full  mem-  ' 
bership    of   the    board,    as    other    visits  | 
were  made  to  public  and  private  insti- 
tutions  all    over    the   state   by    various 
members.     Nothing  haji  been"  done  by 
the  board  since  the  visit,  he  said,  other 
than    to    decide    to    discufss    the    matter 
at  the  next  meeting. 

The  member  of  the  board  said  that  he 
thought     it     was     time     to     determine 
whether    any    institution    supported    in 
whole  or  in  part  by  the  state  was  ex- 
empt from  the  visits  of  the  state  board 
o»f    charities,    when    ;the      board      was 
cha.rged   explicitly   with   the   inspection  j 
of  all  institutions  which  had  state  aid  I 
"and  was  authorized   to  inspect  institu-  \ 
tions  of  like  character  in  the  state.  The  I 
refusal    by    Superintendent    Jones    last} 
sunmier    to  permit  Miss  Hall,  repres'.^nt- 
ing   the  board,    to  make  an   officiyl   in- 
spection of  the  institution,  and  the  re- 
buff the  board  met  with  yesterday,  were 
the  only  occasion.^  as  far  as  he  knew, 
when    the    rigJit    to   enter   and   'inspect 
any   instutition    in    the   state   was   ever 
dejiied  the-  Vjoard. 


I 
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^pt.  Jones  Denies  Members  Weix 
^  "Kicked  Out"  of  the  Home.     1 

All  Shook  Hands  on  Departure  With  the  Ex- 
ception of  Mary  Hall. 

Resenting  the  published  statement 
that  the  state  board  of  charities  had 
been  "kiclced  out"  of  the  Connecticut 
Institute  and  Industrial  Home  for  the 
Blind,  when  they  made  an  official 
"visit"  on  Friday,  Charles  H  Jones, 
superintendent  of  the  institution,  last 
night  made  known  to  a  Globe  reporter  • 
his  reasons  for  refusing  admission  to 
the  board 

"The  visit  of  the  state  board  of 
charities,"  said  Supt.  Jones,  "was  in 
direct  violation  of  an  agreement  made 
between  the  Connecticut  state  board 
of  education  for  the  blind  and  the 
state  board  of  charities,  after  a  con- 
ference in  Governor'  Chamberlain's 
ofHce  last  year.  There  is  a  record  of 
the  agi-eement,  signed  by  Governor 
Chamberlain  and  Chief  Justice  Tor- 
!rance,  although  members  of  the  chari- 


ties  board  depy  that  such  an  agree - 
raent  exists,  or  if  it  does  they  have  no 
record  of  it. 

"The  agreement,  in  effect,  is  that 
one  or  more  members  of  the  state 
board  of  charities ,  can  malve  official 
visits  to  the  institution  when  accom- 
panied by  a  member  of  tlie  state  board 
for  the  education  of  the  blind.  The 
agreement  had  a  proviso  that  'the 
members  of  your  board  who  have 
visited  us  in  the  past  shall  not  visit 
us  officially  in  the  future.'  This  has 
Reference  to   Miss   Mary    Hall. 

"The  visit  of  the  board  of  charities 
on  Friday  violated  the  agreement  in; 
two  instances.  In  the  first  place,  that 
body  was  not  accompanied  by  a  mem- ' 
ber  of  the  state  board  of  education 
for  the  blind;  in  the  second  instance, 
Miss  Hall  was  a  member  of  the  party 
that  sought  admission  for  an  official 
inspection. 

""WTien    the    members    made    known' 
their    errs^ad    I    told    President    Bridg-! 
man    of    the    board    that    I    could    not] 
comply  with  the  request,   because  our 
agreement  was  not  being  liveS  up  to. 
In    doing    this    I    also    informed    them 
that  I  was  acting  under- direct  orders, 
from    Dr.    G.    Pierrepont   Davis,    presi-. 
dent    of    our    board    of    trustees.      The 
visitors    made    no    attempt     to     forcQ 
their  way  through  the  institution;    the 
visit    was    a    cordial    one.      The    mem- 
;bers   withdrew    and    every    member    0|f 
the  party,   with  the  exception  of  Miss, 
Hall,    shook    hands    with    me    as    they 
left   the    place.      That's    all    there   was- 
in  the  incident  of  Friday." 

To  sustain  his  contention  that  an 
agreement  on  cflfficial  visits  existed] 
between  the  two  boards  interested  in 
the  dispute  that  dates  back  more 
than  a  year,  Sup*-.  Jones  produces 
copies  of  letters  that  had  passed  be- 
tween President  Bridgman  of  the. 
board  of  charities  and  himself.  The 
second  letter  sent  by  Supt.  Jones  to 
President  Bridgman  bears  date  of 
Oct.   22,   1903,   and 

Accepts   the    Proposition 
made    to    Dr.    Davis   that   members    of 
the    board    shall    jointly    visit    the    in- 
stitution, with  the  exception  that  Miss 
Hall  be  barred.     The  letter  in  full  is: 


^S 


Hartford,  Conn.,  Oct.  22,  1903. 
Mr.  H.  H.  Bridgman,  President  State 
Board  of  Charities. 
Dear  Sir:  I  have  just  had  an  in- 
terview with  your  president,  Dr.  G. 
P.  Davis,  and  he  requests  me  to  re- 
call ray  letter  to  you  of  the  25th  ult. 
He  gives  as  his  reasons  for  making 
this  request  that  he  has  had  assur- 
ances   from    your    board    that    in    the 


future  your  treatment  of  this  insti- 
tution shall  be  fair  and  honorable, 
and  that  the  members  of  your  board 
who  have  visited  us  in  the  past  shall 
not  visit  us  officially  in  the  future,  but 
that  you  will  appoint  other  members 
for  this  purpose,  who  will  make  their 
visits  in  company  with  one  or  more 
members  of  the  state  board  of  edu- 
cation  for   the   blind. 

Considering      your      assurance      and 

proposition  as  made  in  good  faith,  we 

accept   them,    and   I  hereby  recall   my 

letter  above  mentioned. 

I      We    wish    to    distinctly    understand, 

I  however,   that  we   do  not  in  the  least 

I  recede    from    our    position,     which    is 

that  we  do  not  consider  that  this  in- 

I  stitution    belongs    to     the    class    sup- 

I  posed  to  come  under  your  jurisdiction; 

I  still,    while     an    honest     difference    of 

'  opinion    upon    this    point    obtains,    and 

i  the    question    reinains    in    dispute,    we 

{ are    willing    to    submit    to    the    visits 

jOf    your    board    upon    the    conditions 

I  previously  stated. 

K  Yours  respectfully,  -^ 

'  CHARLES  H.  JONES,         ^ 

General   Superintendent. 

To  this  communication  Pr-esident 
Bridgman  made  reply  on  Oct.  28,  1903, 
stating  that  the  matter  in  dispute  had 
been  referred  to  a  committee,  consist- 
ing of  Drs.  Kane  and  Down  of  Hart- 
ford and  Charles  A.  Kellogg  of  Wat- 
erbur:y% 

"To  show  that  an  agreement  exist- 
ed," continued  Supt.  Jones,  "and  that 
the  board  of  charities  was  aware  of  it, 
Drs.   Down   and   Kane  j^ 

Made  an   Official   Visit  ||| 

to  the  institution  last  November,  ac- 
companied by  Mrs.  Foster  of  the  blind 
educational  board.  They  informed 
Mrs.  Foster  of  their  visit  and  asked 
her  to  accompany  them.  Mrs.  Foster 
had  a  previous  engagement,  but  final- 
ly gave  it  up  to  come  to  the  institu- 
tion with  the  members  of  the  charity 
board.  In  fact,  Drs.  Down  and  Kane, 
who  drove  down  here  in  a  carriage, 
waited  outside  until  Mrs.  Fostej-.  who 
came  in  a  trolley  car,  reached  the 
place.  That  act  on  the  part  of  Drs. 
Down  and  Kane  was  substantial  evi- 
dence that  an  agreement  w^as  in 
existence  and  that  the  state  board  of 
charities  was  cognizant  of  its  pro- 
visions. 

"We  are  not  conducting  the  affairs 
of  this  institution  in  the  dark — the 
premises  are  open  to  all  and  no  pre- 
vious announcement  of  a  visit  is 
necessary.  We  stand  ready  to  receive 
the  Official  visits  of  the  state  board 
of  charities  at  any  time — although 
denying  that  the  institution  comes 
under  the  jurisdiction  of  that  board 
i— providing     the      conditions     of     the 
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agreement  made  in  Governor  Cham- 
berlain's office,  and  to  which  the  gov- 
ernor and  chief  justice  are  a  part, 
are  lived  up  to, 

"We  are  doing  a  good  and  noble 
work  here;  our  best  efforts  are  put 
into  it,  and  we've  nothing  to  hold 
back  from  public  scrutiny  or  to  be 
ashamed  of.  It  seems  hard  that  a 
spirit  of  antagonism  exists  from  an 
official  body  that  ought  to  be  exerting 
its  best  influences  to  aid  the  under- 
taking in  every  way.  If  any  one  has 
a  grievance  against  the  institution  of 
its  officers  the  statutes  provide  a 
means  of  relief.  It  is  not  just,  how- 
ever, to 

Have    Personal    Spite 
find  a  channel  for  its  vent  through  an^ 
member  of  a.  state  board." 

In  verification  of  Supt.  Jones'  state- 
ment that  the  institution  w^as  con- 
ducted in  a  proper  ^  manner  the  re- 
porter was  shown  through  the  insti- 
tution. E]very  department  seemed  to 
be  in  fine  condition,  and  on  the  sec-! 
ond  floor  a  remarkably  exhibition  wasj 
in  progress  of  the  work  done  by  thel 
inmates  of  the  institution.  The  an-j 
nual  sale  of  articles  was  in  progress! 
and  on  every  table  were  evidences  ofj 
the  ingenuity  of  the  inmates  under 
the  care  of  Supt.  Jones.  The  assorts 
ment  of  articles  included  fancy  bas-! 
kets  of  most  intricate  weave,  brooms,} 
crochet  work  and  other  knickknacks,] 
all  perfect  in  construction.  The  stock 
had  been  depleted  to  a  great  ex-  • 
tent,  because  niany  of  the  best  pieces] 
had  been  sold,  yesterday  being  the] 
last  day  of  the  sale.  j 


NO    RIGHT    IN    THE    PREMrSES.     i 


President    Davis    Says    Institution     Is  j 
Not    Under    Charities    Jurisdiction,     j 

Dr.  G.  Pierrepont  Davis,  president  of| 
the  board  of  trustees  of  the  Connec- 
ticut Institute  for  the  Blind,  in  anj 
interview  with  a  Globe  reporter,  denied 
the  right  of  the  state  board  of  chari- 
ties to  make  official  visits  to  the  in- 
stitution. He  contended  that  the  in- 
stitute was  solely  under  the  jurisdic- 
tion of  the  state  board  of  education 
for  the  blind.  As  a  matter  of  courtesy] 
however,  and  to  breach  the  difference^ 
existing  between  the  two  boardsg,  an 
agreement  had  been  made  for  the  joint 
official  visitations  of  both  boards,  as 
outlined  in  the  interview  above  with 
Supt.   Jones. 

The  agreement  had  l^een  violated  by 
Friday's  visit,  Dr.  Davis  said,  because 
no  member  of  the  state  board  of  edu-i 
cation  for  the  blind  had  accompanieds 
the  board  of  charities.  Then,  too,  aj 
member  of  the  board  of  charities  who 
was  not  to  again  visit  the  institution] 
officially,  according  to  the  agreement^ 
was  a  member  of  the  visiting  body. 
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For  the  second  time  within  a  few 
months  the  managers  of  the  Connecti- 
cut Institute  for  the  bUjj^  has  refused 
to  allow  inspection  by  the  State  Board 
of  Charities.  The  flrst  time  objection 
was  made  to  the  presence  of  a  lady,  a 
member  of  the  board:  the  second  time 
to  the  whole  board,  headed  by  its  presi- 
dent. Informing  the  superintendent 
that  they  had  come  to  make  an  official 
inspection  of  an  institution  which  re- 
ceives an  appropriation  from  the  legis- 
lature he  told  them  that  by  order  of 
President  Davis  they  could  not  be  al- 
lowed to  inspect.  Under  these  circum- 
stances there  should  be  no  more  State 
appropriations  for  the  support  of  the 
institution. 
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The  six  members  o'ftlie''^'tM1i^<3ror 
of  Charities  called  in  a  body  at  the 
Connecticut  Institute  and  Industrial 
Home  for  the  Blind,  at  Hartford, 
last  Friday,  to  mal^^e  an  official  in- 
spection, and  were  denied  admission 
beyond  tiie  reception  room.  This  was 
done  by  Superintendent  Jones,  under 
a  written  order  from  President  Davis. 
Last  summer.  Miss  Mary  Hull  of  Hart- 
ford, a  member  of  the  Board,  was 
snubbed  in  a  similar  way.  Friday's 
visit  by  the  entire  Board  was  intend- 
ed, among  other  things,  to  put  the 
management  of  the  institution  on  re- 
cord as  to  whether  they  claimed  the 
Tight  to  exclude  the  State  Board  in  its 
entirety  as  they  had  an  individual 
member — the  last-named  case  being 
possibly  in  a  measure  excusable  by 
some  course  of  conduct  on  the  part  of 
the  visitor  which  might  have  given 
them  just  offense.  In  such  a  supposed 
case  the  great  general  public  would 
be  disposed  to  Judge  the  action  of  the 
institution  officers  leniently.  Occa- 
sionally there  are  some  persons  active 
enough  in  the  administration  of  public 
and  private  charity,  who  are  really  'loti 
over-supplied  with  that  excellent  vir-' 
tue  themselves,  like  some  temperance 
teachers  who  are  liable  to  be  exceed- 
ingly intemperate  themselves  in  oth- 
er things  if  not  in  rum  drinking.  But 
there  can  be.  no  possible  excuse,  from 
the  general  public  point  of  view,  for, 
turning  down  the  State  Board  of  Char-j 
ities  in  a  body,  by  the  officers  of  an! 
institution  supported  in  part  by  legis-i 


lative  appropriatioiis — the  same  pow-^ 
er  which  requires  the  Board  by  stat- 
ute to  make  inspections  of  such 
institutions  fronl  time  to  time.  On  the 
jface  of  the  facts  as  reported,  the  ac- 
tion of  the  managers  in  this  matter  is 
I  impolitic  and  insolent.  It  amounts  to 
contempt  of  the  General  Court,  and  if 
!  there  be  no  prescribed  punishment  for 
jit,  it  should  at  least  shut  off  the  :n- 
jstitution  from  obtaining  another  cent 
ifrom  the  State  treasury  until  it  has 
i  properly  purged  iself. 


Ml    IM'TT'^ 
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"  '*    QUESTION  OF  INSPECTION. 

There  is  a  conflict  on  between  the  members  of 
the  state  board  of  charities  and  the  management  of 
the  Industrial  Home  for  the  Tjtjnd  over  the  right 
of  visitation  claimed  by  the  former  to  this  particu- 
lar institution. 

The  members  of  the  state  board  of  charities  as  a 
body,  like  unto  the  storj^  of  one  which  tells  how  the 
men  marched  up  the  hill  and  then  marclicd  down 
Rgain.  walked  into  the  office  of  the  Industrial  home 
and  then  walked  out  again. 

There  was  interchange  of  civilities.  It  is  not  on 
j-ecord  that  the  would-be  visitors  and  their  unwilling 
host,  the  superintendent  of  the  Industrial  horhe,  dis- 
cussed the  weather  or  the  football  game.  This  is 
pretty  good  proof  that  the  call  was  not  a  pronounced 
success  so  far  as  sociability  is  concerned. 

The  chairity  board  members  claim  the  right  of 
visitation.  The  president  of  the  Industrial  Home 
for  the  Blind  denies  the  right  and  maintains  that 
the  charity  board  has  as  much  right  to  inspect  the 
State  Normal  school.  He  instructed  the  superin- 
tendent of  the  home  to  deny  admission  to  the  charit3' 
board  members. 

If  the  visit,  as  the  president  of  the  Industrial  home 
surmises,  was  in  the  nature  of  a  test  case  on  which 
to  base  litigation,  it  was  a  success,  for  a  clear  cut 
'ssue  has  been  established  which  is  easy  of  adjudica- 
tion. 

If  no  such  test  case  was  planned,  the  parties  to 
Che  disagreement  might  submit  their  claims  to  a 
debating  society  for  decision. 


V^;^^N:^ts'y"<L,Go'Y\-Y\ae^\  v'^^vxV  .   A>r  \'>^\x.^f\e. 
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It  is  higii  time  that  the  managfeffl^it^ 
of  the  Connecticut  Institute  and  In- 
dustrial Home  for  the  Blind  either 
acknowledge  its  dependence  on  the 
jst^e  by  recognizijg"  the  authority  of 
[the  State's  Board  of  Charities  or  else 
I  run  its  affairs  independent  of  state  aid. 
I  Miss  Mary  Hall  of  the  board  was  rude- 
|ly  repulsed  when  she  officially  visited 
jthe  institution  last  summer,  and  on 
[Friday  last  all  the  members  of  the 
I  board  of  charities,  headed  by  the  presi- 
dent, called  to  officially  inspect  the  in- 
stitution by  authority  conferred  by  the 
statutes,  and  were  refused  admission. 
When  the  appropriations  are  called  for 
jthis  should  be  borne  in  mind. 


fiirnniT»r™r 


May     Settle     State     Charities-Institute 
for  Blind  Muddle. 

As  the  result'  of  a  meeting  today  of 
the  state  board  of  charities,  at  which 
the  unpleasantness  existing^  between 
that  board  and  the  managers  of  the 
Institute  for  the  Btliid  on  Wethersfield 
avenue,  was  fully  discussed.  Secretary 
Kellogg  of  the  charity  board  was  this 
afternoon  in  consultation  with  Attor- 
ney General  King. 

This  fact  leads  to  the  belief  that  the 
whole  matter  may  be  referred  to  the 
attorney  for  settlement. 

The  question  at  issue  is  whether  the 
state  board  of  charities  has  the  right 
of  inspection  of  this  school,  as  it  has 
for  other  charitable  institutions  to  the 
support  of  which  the  state  contributes. 

Superintendent  Jones,  acting  under 
advice  from  the  managers  of  the  School 
for  the  Blind,  recently  denied  the  right 
of  inspection  to  the  members  of  the 
state  board  and  it  was  -believed  that 
the  visit  was  undertaken  with  a  view 
to  securing  evidence  for  a  trial  in  the 
court^^,  but  today's  conference  indi- 
cated a  Dossibly  different  ending. 


V\a-TV^orA-,Cloxx-VLes-t-\.<t-\^'c.  CovxTa-'<\V. 


LEGAL  ACTION  AGAINST 

THE  BUND  INSTITUTE. 

Boai'd    oC    Cliarities    to    Have     Court 
Define     Its     Po^^ers. 

The  state  board  of  charities,  at  its 
monthly  meeting  in  the  Capitol  yes- 
terday, decided  to  take  leg-al  action 
against  the  management  of  tlie  Connec- 
ticut Institute  and  Industrial  Home  for 
ithe  Blind,  to  determine  whether  the 
management  can  exclude  the  members 
bf  the  board  from  the  privilege  which 
the  board  contends  it  has  of  inspecting 
he  institution  in  common  with  all 
imilar  institutions  in  the  state.  All  the 
nembers  of  the  board  were  recently  re- 
used the  right  to  inspect  the  home  on 
vVethersfield  avenue,  by  Superintendent 
Tones,  acting,  he  said,  by  authority  of 
President  Davis,  and  several  months 
igo  Miss  Mary  Hall  of  the  board  was 
'orcibly  ejected  from  the  home  bj^  the 
mperintendent.  , 

The  board  will  consult  with  Attorney 
peneral  King  as  to  the  proper  steps  to 
|:ake.  The  state  board  of  charities  pro-, 
poses  to  learn  through  the  courts  the 
extent  of  its  powers  as  regards  the  blind 
institution. 

I    Members  of  the  board  reported  the  re- 
iSults  of  visits  to  many  institutions  in 
(the   state,    and   the   annual   report   was 
'considered  and  adopted,  to  be  presented  : 
to  the  governor  before  January  1. 


_^.,  i  i.iitiiimiLitS 


'  The  board  of  education  of  the  blind 
met  at  the  Capitol  yesterday  after- 
noon. Governor  Chamberlain,  Elisha  J. 
Steele  of  Torrington  and  Mrs.  Emily 
rwells  Foster  being  present.  It  was 
the  last  meeting-  with  the  present  gov- 
ernor. 
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EXPENSE  TO  STATE   M 
WAS  $930,64TJ3. 


COST  OF  CHARITABLEAND  COR- 
RECTIONAL INSTITUTIONS. 


AINNLAL     REPORT     OP     THE     STATE 
I  BOARD    OF    CHARITIES. 


State  Home  for  Consumptives  Aclvo- 
eatecl — District  Almslioiises  Rec- 
ommended —  Total  Expenditures 
Greater    Tlian    for    Many    Years. 


The  annual  report  of  the  state  board 
I  of  charities  for  the  year  ended  Septenn- 
ber  30  was  presented  to  Governor 
Chamberlain  yesterday.  The  board  has 
held  the  usual  number  of  regular  and 
special  meetings  and  has  collected  a 
large  amount  of  statistics  regarding 
the  work  of  the  various  beneficent  Jn- 
stitutions  of  the  state,  the  care  of  the 
Itown  poor  all  over  the  state,  etc.  The 
board  has  also  a  collection  of  reports 
and  pamphlets  from  charitable  and  cor- 
rectional institutions  which  are  open 
for  reference.  In  addition  to  visiting 
the  various  state  institutions,  the  board 
has  visited  during  the  year  eleven  pri- 
vate sanitariums  for  inental  and  ner- 
vous diseases  and  tv>enty-two  hospitals, 
jthe  county  homes,  thirty-six  private 
charitable  institutions  for  aged  people 
and    dependent    children    and    the    "so- 


called  almshouse  for  state  paupers  at 
Tariffville."  The  board  visits  ninety- 
nine  institutions  in  addition  to  the  16S 
towns  of  the  state  all  of  which  are  sub- 
ject to  visitation  for  the  purpose  of  in- 
specting the  provisions  for  the  care  of 
the  town  poor.  The  board  wishes  that 
it  had  greater  -executive  power  by 
which  its  recommendations  could  be  en- 
forced. Alterations  and  improvements 
have  been  effected  in  existing  insti- 
tutions and  a  general  survey  for  the 
year  shows  that  most  of  the  stats's 
charitable  and  correctional  institutions 
are  maintained  on  a  high  plane  of  ex- 
cellence. 

Institute    for    the    Blind. 

This  is  said  of  the  Connecticut  In- 
stitute for  the  Blind  in  this  city:  — 

"In  the  fall  of  1903  formal  objection 
was  presented  to  the  state  board  of 
charities  by  the  superintendent  of  the 
Connecticut  Institute  for  the  Blind 
against  the  visits  of  the  board  to  the 
institution.  At  a  conference  which  was 
held  afterward  between  a  committEe 
of  the  board  and  the  state  board  of 
education  of  the  blind,  the  right  of  the 
board  to  visit  the  institute  was  con- 
ceded, but  it  was  arranged,  simply  for 
the  purpose  of  establishing  working 
relations  once  more,  that  the  next  visit 
to  the  institute  should  be  made  by  two 
members  of  that  committee  in  company 
with  a  'meinber  of  the  board  of  educa- 
tion of  the  blind.  No  agreement  was 
made,  however,  which  would  establish 
any  conditions  in  regard  to  future 
visits. 

"In  June,  1904,  one  of  the  members 
of  the  board  attempted  to  go  through 
the  institute  on  a  visit  of  inspection. 
bui  was  forcibly  prevented  by  the    ^u-  i 

perintendent.  The  entire  board  there- 
fore, in  November,  made  a  demand  in 
person  upon  the  superintendent  for  ad- 
mission, but  were  refused  on  the 
ground  of  a  supposed  agreement  by 
which  all  visits  should  be  made  in 
company  with  a  member  of  the  board 
of  education  of  the  blind.  There  exists, 
as  a  result  of  this  action,  the  unique 
and  anomalous  situation  of  a  chari- 
table institution  supported  by  the  state 
refusing  admission  to  the  state  authoii- 
ties  whose  duty .  it  is  to  inspect  and 
leport  upon   it. 

"This  misunderstanding  of  the  situa- 
tion and  the  refusal  of  the  superinten- 
dent to  accept  the  opinions  of  the  Gen- 
eral Assembly  of  190.3  and  of  the  board 
of  education  of  the  blind,  both  of  which 
have  declared  the  right  of  the  state 
board  of  charities  to  visit  the  institute, 
make  it  advisable  that  the  highest  au- 
thority in  the  state  should  determine 
once  for  all  the  board's  statutory  rights 
in  the  matter.  In  the  absence,  there- 
fore, of  any  inspection  by  the  board 
since  the  last  report,  no  stalement  can 
be  made  of  the  condition  of  the  insti- 
tute, nor  of  the  Kindergarten  for  Blind 
Children  on  Asylum  avenue,  which  is 
another  department  of  the  same  institu- 
tion." 


Cost    to    the    State    Last    Year.  j 

There  are  182  institutions  in  the  state  j 
for  the  restraint  and  care  of  the  delin-  ! 
jquent,   defective  and  dependent  classes  \ 
and  the  total  expense  to  the  state  in-  j 
Icurred    during    the    year    in    behalf    of  i 
{such    of   the   institutions    mentioned    as  i 
receive     state    aid.   was     $930,647.33,     o£  ! 
which    amount    $723,152.67    was    expend-  j 
ed    for    maintenance,    supervision,    etc.. 
and.  $207,494.66    was     appropriated,,   for 
building's,  repairs,  and  equipment.  Botn 
of  these  sums  are  the  largest  recorded 
in  the  last  four  years  as  expended  for 
such  purposes,    and   the   total  expendi- 
ture is  the  greatest  known  in  the  last 
twelve  years. 
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I     Th?e  serhi-official  statement  is  made 
that  the  controversy  between  the  state 
board  of  charities  and  the  Connecticut 
Institute  for  the  Blind  will  not  be  set- 
tled  in   the   courts,   and   that  another 
way  may  be  found  to  bring  peace  and 
harmony.    It  would  be  absurd  for  this 
easily-settled   misunderstanding  to   be 
dragged  through  a  court  proceeding.  It 
I  should  be  taken  up  and  settled  by  the 
general  assembly,  and  it  should  be  so 
I  settled  that,  wlflle  the  state  shall  ac- 
quire  definitely  the    right    to    inspect 
this,    or   any   other   piece   of  property, 
to  the   maintenance  of  which  it  con- 
tributes, the  admirably  managed  insti- 
\  tute   for   the   blind    shall   be   separated 
from    those     other    state     institutions, 
which    are    for   the    dependent    classes, 
the  felon,  the  insane  and  the  pauper. 
I  This  is  only  a  fair  thing  to   do  for    a 
{  school,  which    has     demonstrated    its 
!  worthiness.     It   is   not    a    complicated 
;  undertaking.      All  that  is  needed  is  a 
i  little    common     sense,     and    what    the 
President  of  the  United  States  calls  "a 
square  deal."  ,.,,.. 


IUUlUCL3JTVi 


In  the  very  excellent  and  interesting 
report  of  the  State  Board  of  Charities, 
a  summary  of  which  was  printed  in 
The  Standard  on  Thursday,  there  is  a 
reference  to  the  disputed  right  of  the 
board  to  visit  the  Institute  for  the 
Blind  at  Hartford  and  the  opinion  is 
expressed  that  "recent  events  make  it 
advisable  that  the  highest  authority 
in  the  state  should  determine  once  for 
all  the  statutory  rights  of  the  board," 
This  will  appeal  to  the  business  sense 
of  every  citizen  who  has  read  of  the 
regrettable  complications  as  they  have 
been  recorded  in  the  newspapers  of 
the  state.  The  Hartford  Courant  re- 
marks upon  this  matter  to  the  effect 
that  "the  paragraph  in  the  report  of 
the  State  Board  of  Charities  regarding 
the  right  to  visit  institutions  supported 
by  the  state  should  be  read  by  every 
member  of  the  incoming  legislature. 
The  dignity  of  the  state  is  involved." 


I 


\-\^T  V  Vo  V  A- ,  Co\WLeCL\:  V  <2^  Vi^V 


V"orL<5:S 


"S^-Xvvy^-^T  Y     W^X^O^^ 


'  The  board  of  trustees  of  the  Con- 
aecticut  Institute  for  the  Blind  met  at 
the  state  capitol  late  Tuesday  after- 
noon, six  members  attending-.  It  dis- 
cussed parts  of  its  coming  report.  Later 
in  the  afternoon  it  met  in  joint 
session  with  the  advisory  board,  eight 
members  of  which  were  present.  The 
general  subject  was  the  coming  re- 
port. 
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EDirCATlQN    OF    THE  BUND. 

.       r  d 

Friends  of  the  Connecticut  Institti|e 
and  Industrial  Home  for  the  Blind  have 
applied  to  the  legislature  for  a  law  de- 
claring: that  this  as  an  educational  in- 
stution  must  n-ot  be  Inspected  hy  the; 
state   board   of   charities   but   shall    be 

'placed  In  charge  of  the  state  board  of 

I  education. 

I  Few  will  object  to  this  provided  the 
course  be  followed  out  by  the  abolish- 
ment  of  the  other  board  known  as  the 
state  board  of  education  for  the  blind. 

j  This  board  is  the  work  of  Frank  E. 
Cleaveland,  It  has  not  and  never  had 
any  reason'  for  existence.  The  work 
to  be  done,  as  far  as  it  was  needed, 
could  have  been  done  then  and  can  be 
how  through  the  state  board  of  educa- 
tion, or  in  half  a  dozen  other  wavs. 
The  object  of  making  the  board  was  to 
iprovide  a  place  for  Mr,  Cleaveland  and 
facilitate  the  exploitation  of  the  inst- 
tute  for  the  blind,  a  private  corpora-] 
tion,  which  has  since  drawn  great 
sums  of  money  from  the  state.  > 

This  much  is  matter  of  fact,  known 
to  all  who  have  had  real  knowledge  of 
the  matter  from  the  beginning,  but  it 
Is  worth   while   to  recall   some   of   the 

Ipeculiar  provisions  '  of  the  bill  which 
created  the  board.  First  look  at  its 
constitution.    It    was    to    be    composed, 

fof  the  governor  and   the  chief  justice 


ex-officio,  and  of  two  other  members, 
one  a  blind  man  and  one  a  woman.  It 
was  inevitable  that  this  meant  in  prac- 
tice a  board  of  two  members,  the  blind 
man  and  the  woman.  It  was  known 
that  the  chief  justice  at  that  time. 
Judge  Andrews,    was   a  friend   of   Mr. 


Cleaveland.  No  governor  was  likely  W 
go  against  all  the  rest  of  the  board,  if 
only  that  he  was  practically  certain  to 
be  unfamiliar  with  the  subject  and 
loath  to  Interfere  with  the  unanimous 
view  of  the  other  members.  The  pow- 
ers granted  to  the  board  were  extra- 
ordinary. They  included  the  right  to 
take  blind  children  anywhere  within 
the  state  whatever  the  wish  ot  the 
condition  of  their  parents,  and  in  many 
details  they  differed  from  the  forms 
usually  accepted  in  such  cases.  It  is 
j.'ot  too  much  to  say  that  in  most  in- 
stances the  effect  was  to  give  special 
privileges,  although  they  were  fre- 
quently disguised.  The  practical  su- 
premacy of  the  two  active  members  of 
the  board  was  assured,  although  this 
also  was  so  expressed  as  to  avoid  sug- 
gesting the  idea. 

This  board  of  education  of  the  blind 
was  created  in  1,893.  Before  that  time 
Mr.  Cleaveland  had  formed  under  the 
law  for  corporations  without  capital 
stock,  the  Connecticut  Institute  and  In- 
dustrial Home  for  the  Blind.  In  this 
is  technically  included  the  kindergarten 
on  Asylum  avenue,  which  has  been 
and  is  in  charge  of  ladies  of  the  high- 
est qualifications,  and  against  which  no 
complaints  have  Deen  heard.  Its  man- 
agement is  loving  and  honest.  Its  ac- 
counts have  always  been  Intelligible. 
But  the  institute  for  adult  blind  on 
Wethersfleld  avenue  has  always  been  a 
source  of  complaint.  It  has  always 
been  difficult  to  understand  its  finan- 
cial statements.  They  have  been 
clumsy  and  to  those  not  possessing  the 
clue  to  the  several  accounts  almost  un- 
intelligible. It  has  constantly  clamored 
for  money.  It  has  incurred  large, debts 
and  demanded  as  a  right  that  they  be 
paid  by  the  state.  It  has  resented 
any  supervision  and  has  recently  re- 
fused to  admit  members  of  the  state 
board  of  charities  to  make  an  official 
examination. 

1  Now  that  it  Is  apparently  willing  to 
.come  under  the  charge  of  the  board  of 
education,  it  is  a  good  time  to  abolish 
the  board  of  education  of  the  blind  and 
try  the  experiment.  The  former  board 
can   do  everything  that  is   needed   for 


'{KeTJeflffl'*^' '  !he  ■blind  people  of  the 
state  who  should  be  educated,  and  the 
change  will  be  in  the  direction  of  econ- 
omy. 

It  will  also  dispose  of  an  old  source 
of  continuing  trouble. 

It  musX  be  remembered  that  before 
this  institute  was  formed  and  before 
the  board  of  education  of  the  blind  was 
created,  the  state  provided  for  its  blind 
children  by  sending  them  to  the  Per- 
kins Institution  in  Boston,  certainly 
one  of  the  best  in  the  country  and, 
as  some  believe,  the  very  best.  Some 
'bf  the  children  are  still  sent  there,  but 
far  more  are  kept  in  Connecticut.  Small 
children  are  perhaps  .better  off  In  the 
Hartford  kindergarten  than  anywhere 
else,  but  when  it  comes  to  older  ones 
|the  case  is  different.  As  for  the  school 
ifor  adult  blind  on  Wethersfield  ave- 
nue, there  has  never  been  a  time  when 
lit  was  not  a  subject  of  complaint.  It 
has  used  great  sums  of  money,  has  re- 
peatedly exceeded  Its  grants  and  asked 
ito  be  helped  out,  and  has  somehow 
[managed  to  be  always  offensive  to  a 
good  many  people.  Its  utility  has  al- 
ways been  at  least  a  matter  of  ques- 
tion. It  was  strongly  condemned  by 
the  committee  on  state  receipts  and  ex- 
penditures in  its  report  in  1899,  which, 
while  speaking  very  highly  of  the 
kindergarten,  recommended  as  to  the 
adult  school  that  it  receive  no 
further  state  aid  or  state  pupils. 
This  committee  also  recommended 
that  the  board  of  education  of  the 
blind  be  abolished,  but  it  suggested 
[that  the  woman  member  be  retained  as 
Ian  assistant  to  the  state  board  of  edu- 
cation in  providing  for  the  care  and  ed- 
ucation of  the  blind.  It  advised  that 
blind  children  be  received  at  the 
kindergarten  up  to  the.  age  of  twelve, 
ind  upon  reaching  that  age  be  sent  to 

litable  institutions  without  the  state. 

•I^ese  recommendations  are  still  good 
Lnd  fit  in  admirably  with  the  demand 
^f  the  Institute  for  the  Blind  to  be  re- 
lieved of  the  supervision  of  the  state 
board  of  charities. 


V^a-X'cS-Orcl-,  Co-O.T\<2:C.^V<i.U^V.  Covi^Ta-wV. 


T^.:b-rvva^TY    '^,\°io5 


Institute  tor  the  Blind,  I 

Mi\  Higgins  of  Coventry  introduced 
a  bill  providing  that  "the  Gonneoticut  I 
Institute  and  Industrial  Home  for  the] 
Blind,  in  lieu  of  all  other  official  visi-  ■ 
tatJon  by  the  state,  shall  be  visited 
by  the  state  board  of  education  for  IJrie 
blind."  The  measure  was  referred  "to 
the  committee  on  humane  institutions.     I 


"TRUMBriiI.'»    AGAIN. 


:  "Colonel"  Trumbull  of  the  "New  York 
Sunday  Herald"  returns  to  the  matter  of 
the  blind  education  and  this  week  demon- 
strates that  he  is  not  so  well  informed 
about  it  as  he  has  professed  to  be.  He 
jsays  that  he  aiever  sougrht  to  convey  the 
impression  that  the  inmates  of  the  blind 
institution  were  not  dependent,  and  he 
intimates  that  nobody  could  entertain  any 
such  absurd  idea.  But  that  is  exactly 
what  the  literature  ajid  the  talk  of  the 
management  has  been  maintaining  for 
years,  and  is  exactly  what  "The  Cour- 
ant"  will  always  protest  against.  If  i 
"Trumbull"  will  study  the  subject  before  I 
dealing  again  with  it,  he  will  find  that] 
the  point  is  strenuously  made  that  the 
blind  people  are  not  dependent,  but  have 
a  right  to  what  the  state  votes  to  them. 
It  is  common  belief  that  this  absurd  po- 
sition was  taken  as  a  means  of  getting 
rid  of  inspection  by  the  state  board  of 
charities,  but  it  was  taken  and  held  to. 
It  is  absolutely  unjustifiable,  as  wrong 
as  was  the  contention  that  the  paid  ser- 
vice rendered  the  blind  should  be  super- 
vised by  those  drawing  the  salaries. 
"Trumbull"  is  brave,  and  chivalrous  and 
beautiful,  but. 
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THE  RIGHT  TO  VISIT 
BLIND  INSTITUTE. 


HEARING    ON    BILLS   BEARING 
ON  THE  POIMT. 


STAND  OF  STATE  BOARD  OP  CHARI- 
TIES  CONTESTED. 


Friends  of  the  Institute  Claim  the 
Blind  Ax'e  Not  Dependent  and 
Want  the  State  Board  of  Educa- 
tion   to    be    the    Examining-    Body, 

The  much  discussed  question  as  to 
who  shall  or  shall  not  visit  the  Connec- 
ticut Institute  for  the  Blind  in  this  city, 
and  particularly  as  to  whether  the  state 
board  of  cha)  Ities  is  the  proper  inspect- 
ing body,  was  discussed  a  lot  more  yes- 
terday at  the  Capitol,  first  before  the 
committee  on  humane  institutions  and 
next  before  the  education  committee. 

Three  bills  on  the  matter  were  be- 
fore the  first  committee.  One  was 
that:— 

All  private  institutions  receiving'  ap- 
propriations from  the  state  for  pur- 
poses   which    include    the    support      or 


board  of  beneficiaries  of  the  state  m^  I 

be  visited  by  tlie  state  boaid  of  chari- 
ties. 

Another    was    that:—  j 

The    Connecticut    Institute     for     the  j 
Blind,  in  lieu  of  all  other  official  visita-  ' 
tion  by  the  state,  shall  be  visited  by  the 
state  board  of  education  for  (the  blind 
and   the    state   board    of   education. 
A   third  was  that:— 
AH    private    institutions,    except    the 
Connecticut  Institute  for  the  Blind,  re- 
ceivmg  appropriations   from    the    state 
for  the  purposes  which  include  the  sup- 
port  or   board    of   beneficiaries   of   the  i 
state  may  be  visited  by  the  state  board 
of  charities.  The  Connecticut  Institute 
for   the  Blind   shall   be   visited   by   the 
state  board  of  education  for  the  blind. 

All  the  bills  were  introduced  by  Rep- 
resentative Higgins  for  Attorney  Gen- 
eral King.  The  attorney  general  first 
spoke  in  advocacy  that  the  question  be 
settled  by  the  passage  of  some  bill  that 
would  authorize  some  particular  bodv 
to  inspect  the  Institute.  He  offered 
the  following  substitute  measure •- 
ce!vSl°"dirVonv^'^  ^',"^'^^^  institution  re- 

fK^LJ^  \y®   proper   board   or  official    aii- 

any  authority  acting  for  the  state  sha?I 
be^made  subject  to  the  provilionf  of  Seji 

Joseph   L.   Barbour  followed  General 

s^ntld'""^^.^"^^^  ^^"^  ^'-^^^^  he  repre- 
fh^  ^r  ?^  answered,  the  Institute  for 
the  Blind  and  the  etate  board  of  edu- 

emri^n'.'^  ^^'''^'  ?^'^^^^  caused  Gen- 
eral  Jving   to   remark   that   he   himself 

llue^  Mr^'^T^"  T  ^"^"^  adviser  oT  the 
lattei.  Mr.  Barbour  presented  a  sub- 
stitute measure  that  all  official  visits  to 
the  Institute  be  made  by  the  state  board 
of  education  and  the  board  of  education 

be  classed  among  the  institutions  for 
the  care  and  support  of  the  dependent  I 
or  criminal  classes.  "^pcuaeni 

Mr    Barbour  said   his   substitute   bill 

therfjf^l\^''^  7^^^^  Question  as  o 
the  right  of  the  state  board  of  charities 
to  inspect  the  institution.  The  Institute 
does  not  want  its  inmates  classed  with 
almshouse  inmates.  He  claimed  the 
board  of  charities  made  a  forced  con- 
struction of  the  statutes  when  it  claimed 
Its   right   to   visit   the  Institute   on   the 


statute  which  allowed  it  to  inspect'lii- 
stitutions  providing-  for  the  dependent 
and  criminal. 

The  Institute  maintains  tliat  the  blind 
are  not  in  the  dependent  or  criminal 
classes,  said  Mr.  Barbour.  Just  be- 
cause it  gets  money  from  the  state  does 
not  make  them  such.  The  state  ixiakes 
grants  to  the  normal  schools,  but  does 
that  open  the  normal  schools  to  in- 
spection by  the  state  board  of  charities? 
The  Institute  was  to  be  considered  an 
educational  institution,  Mr.  Barbour 
claimed.  All  reference  to  the  blind  in 
the  statutes  is  included  under  the  head 
of  educational  institutions,  he  said.  The 
state  board  of  charities  is  not  men- 
tioned. 

Attorney  General  King-  said  the  state 
board  of  charities  simply  desire  to  do 
their  duty  as  they  interpret  it  from  the 
statutes.  In  his  opnion  the  Institute 
should  be  visited  by  the  board  of  chari- 
ties according  to  the  statutes.  The  In- 
stitute is  a  private  institution  and  can 
refuse  admittance.  Then  the  only  course 
would  be  to  appeal  to  the  courts.  He 
hoped  some  legislation  would  settle  the 
question. 

"The  board  is  not  crazy  to  visit  the 
Institute,  not  after  the  last  reception," 
said  General  King. 

"And  the  Institute  isn't  crazj)-  to  have 
it,"  added  Mr.  Barbour,  causing  a  gen- 
eral smile, 

H.  H.  Bridgman,  head  of  the  board 
of  charities,  said  the  board  was  visiting 
the  institution  on  legal  advice  and  also 
on  the  advice  of  the  attorney-general 
that  it  was  its  duty  to  visit  it.  The 
state  pays  $300  a  year  for  each  pupil, 
not  just  for  education,  but  for  board 
and  clothes.  That  is  not  done  in  normal 
schools.  The  inmates  are  poor,  and  de- 
pendents, and  are  subjects  of  charity. 

Dr.  E.  A.  Down,  member  of  the  board, 
said  the  inmates  of  the  institution  were 
dependent  on  the  state  for  the  $330 
granted  them,  and  what  was  that  but 
being  dependent.  He  said  the  proposed 
bill  of  Mr.  Barbour's  would  keep  the 
board  out  of  the  temporary  home,  state 
school  for  boys,  and  other  institutions. 
If  the  inmates  of  the  institutioil  are  not 
dependent,  why  give  them  any  money. 
The  industrial  school  is  private,  but  the 
board  is  welcomed  there.  It  is  satisfied , 
with  statutes  as  they  stand.  It  is  not 
seeking  trouble,  but  is  doing  its  duty  as 
it  sees  it  and  the  attorney-general  points 
it    out   besides. 

Miss  Marx"  Hall,  member  of  the  board, 
claimed  with  the  others  that  the  board 
was  following  the  course  of  duty.  The 
blind  are  dependent,  said  she.  There  is 
no  class  in  Connecticut  so  dependent. 
She  wondered  as  to  the  feelings  of 
those  inmates  who  are  admitted  from 
almshouses,  taught  they  are  not  de- 
pendent, and  often  go  back  to  the  alms- 
house again.  In  New  York  state,  the 
doctrine  has  been  settled  that  where  the 
money  of  the  state  goes,  there  must  go 
the  visits  of  the  state  board  of  charities 


ISIiss  Hall  said  she  had  ta-lked  witn 
many  lawyers  as  to  the  right  of  the 
board  to  visit  the  institution  and  all 
had  ag-reed  the  board  had  it  under  ex- 
isting statutes.  She  believed  the  chief 
justice  was  of  the  same  opinion.        * 

Miss  Bacon  of  New  Haven,  member 
of  the  board,  endorsed  what  the  others 
had  said.  Secretary  Kellogg-  of  the 
board  spoke  along  the  same  general 
lines,  pointing  out  that  in  so  far  as  it 
feeds,  clothes  and  lodges  inmates  the 
Institute  is  a  charitable  institution.  Jt 
ought  as  such  to  be  visited  by  the  state 
board  of  charities,  said  he. 

Senator  Bailey,  who  was  on  the 
committee  at  the  la.st  session,  said  his 
committee  was  unanimous  at  that  time 
that  the  inspection  should  be  under  the 
state  board  of  education.  He  believed 
this  time  there  is  need  of  legislation  and 
hoped  the  board  of  education  or  the 
board  of  education  for  the  blind  should 
be  the  one  to  investigate. 

E.  J.  Steele  of  the  state  board  of  edu- 
cation of  the  blind  said  the  difficulty  had 
been  discussed  by  his  board  and  on  ad- 
vice of  the  chief  justice  the  bill  before 
the   education   committee   was   introduced. 

Mrs.  F.  G.  Whitmore  touched  on  the 
value  to  the  state  of  any  dependent  per- 
sons being  made  independents.  It  is  wrong 
to  reduce  any  class  to  a  state  below  that 
which  it  thinks  it  should  be  in.  Mrs.  Em- 
ily Wells  Foster,  the  secretary  of  the 
board  of  education  for  the  blind,  appealed 
for  action  that  would  not  class  the  blind 
with   the    dependent   and   criminal. 

The  session  ended  shortly-  after  the 
Legislature  convened,  to  be  practically 
continued  before  the  education  committee 
in  the  afternoon.  The  particular  bill  be- 
fore the  education  committee  was  Senate 
bill  No.  65,  introduced  by  Senator  Peck 
and  providing  that  the  right  to  visit  the 
institute  shall  be  vested  in  the  state 
board  of  education  and  the  institute  shall 
not  be  classed  in  those  caring  for  the  de- 
pendent and  criminal  classes.  Attorney 
Barbour  spoke  for  the  bill,  going  over 
much  of  the  same  ground  he  had  before 
the  other  committee.  He  said  again  that 
the  blind  objected  strongly  to  be 
grouped  among  the  dependent  or  crim- 
inal classes,  and  that  they  believe  the 
right  to  visit  the  institute  should  be 
vested  in  the  state  board  of  education. 
This  bill  would  end  the  controversy 
caused,  he  said,  by  the  insistence  of  the 
board  of  charity  that  the  inmates  were 
to  be  classed  among  the  dependent.  The  i 
question  should  be  settled  by  the  passage 
of  the  bill  in  question.  Mr.  Barbour  said 
that  the  statutes  put  the  education  of  the  i 
blind  under  the  head  of  education,  group- 
ing therefore  i^nstitutions  for  the  educa- 
tion of  the  blind  under  educational  insti- 
tutions of  the  state  and  so  to  be  under 
the  control  of  the  educational  depart- 
ment. Mr.  Barbour  said  he  disputed  en- 
tirely the  rights  of  the  state  board  of 
charities  to  visit  the  institution  and  also 

claimed  that  the  payment  of  $300  each 
by  the  state  does  not  put  the  children 
under  the  head  of  dependents.  He  made 
the  point  again  that  the  state  expendi- 
tures for  normal  schools  do  not  put  such 
institutions  under  the  head  of  those  to  be 
inspected  by  the  state  board  of  charities. 
Inspection  by  tae  state  board  of  charities 
drags  the  institute  down  to  the  level 
of    a   charitable    institution,    lie    said. 

Rev.  J.  H.  Twichell  said  the  object  of 
the  bill  is  to  put  a  blind  boy  on  the  same 


IplanB  as  the  boy  hot  blind,  both  to  be 
I  Connecticut  schoolboys,  not  to  be  in  class- 
',es  by  themselves.  Mr.  Twichell  read  a 
letter  from  Helen  Keller  to  Mrs.  Foster, 
supporting  her  stand  in  the  matter.  Mr. 
Twichell  made  .some  running-  comments 
land  for  one  thing-  said  he  hoped  one  re- 
sult of  the  whole  matter  would  be  that 
the  American  Institute  for  the  Deaf 
would  also  ask  to  be  taken  from  under 
the  Inspection  of  the  state  board  of  char- 
ities. The  institution  has  got  used  to  it, 
that's  all.  he  said:  The  blind  institute  is 
*new    and    hasn't. 

Rev.  Dr.  George  M.  Stone,  member  of 
the  advisory  board  of  the  institute,  said 
a  great  principle,  not  a  technical  point, 
was  under  consideration.  Herbert  H. 
AVhite,  treasurer  of  the  institute,  touched 
on  what  he  called  the  insidious  tempta- 
tion of  pauperism  and  he  thought  it  would 
be  for  the  uplifting  of  the  whole  work  if 
the  inspection  should  be  put  under  the 
board   of   education. 

J.  H.  Buck,  assistant  state's  attorney, 
said  he  had  no  question  as  a  lawyer  that 
the  statutes  did  not  put  the  blind  in  the 
class  of  dependents.  He  said  the  state 
board  of  education  was  a  perfectly  capa- 
ble   body,  for   doing   the    inspection. 

Ex-Lieutenant  Governor  Cady,  a  mem 
ber  of  the  institute  for  eleven  years.  Ma 
.ior  R.  O.  Cheney,  a  member  of  the  advi 
sorj'  board,  and  E.  J.  Steele,  member  o 
the  state  board  of  education  for  the  blind 
all  favored  the  bill,  the  last  named  say 
ing  his  board   was   unanimous   for  it. 

Mi\s.  Foster,  secretary  of  the  stati 
board  of  education  for  the  blind,  weni 
back  to  the  thirteenth  century  in  telling 
of  work  for  the  blind  and  spoke  of  ita 
progres.s.  She  appealed  to  the  committee 
in  behalf  of  the  blind  to  support  the  meas- 
jure. 

I  Ex-Governor  Chamberlain  said  it  was 
I  eminently  proper  the  bill  should  be  passed 
to  settle  the  question.  He  said  he  be- 
lieved the  bill  right  and  what  is  right  the 
state  should  do. 

President  Bridgman  of  the  board  of 
charities  said  he  thought  the,  state  board 
of  charities  had  been  placed  in  a  some- 
what wro-ng  light,  as  if  of  opposing  the 
institute.  The  situation  is,  he  said,  that 
the  board  believed  and  had  the  word  of 
the  attorney  general  that  it  has  the  right 
to  inspect  the  institute,  and  therefore 
!it  was  its  duty  to  do  so.  Secretary  Kel- 
jlogg  spoke  of  the  board's  having  no  paid 
Icounsel,  in  fact,  its  appropfiation  gives  it 
no  money  to  employ  one.  He  expressed 
the  board's  belief  that  the  industrial  de- 
partment of  the  institute  is  a  charitable 
institution  and  as  such  must  be  visited 
by   the   board    of   charities. 

Miss  Hall  said  she  wished  she  could  line 
up  before  the  committee  the  many  blind 
persons  who  had  been  to  see  her  with 
their  troubles  in  recent  years.  They  had 
all'  expressed  the  wish  that  the  state 
board  of  charities  should  inspect  the  in- 
stitute and  they  had  all  acknowledged 
that  they  were  dependent  and  always 
would  be.  The  blind  are  dependent,  she 
said  They  come  from  almshouses  in 
many  cases  to  the  institute,  and  go  back 
from  the  institute  to  the  almshouses.  She 
knew  from  what  the  blind  had  said  them- 
.<elves  that  they  consider  themselves  de- 
pendent. 

Asked  if.:  in  case  the  provision  giving 
under  which  the  board  of  charities  claims 
the  right  to  examine  the  institute  should 
be  eliminated,  at  the  next  Legislature  the 
board  of  charities  would  put  in  a  bill   to 


allow  them  to  visit,  she  said  she  couM 
not  answer.  Her  own  belief  had  always 
been  that  the  institute  should  be  exam- 
ined by  the  state  board  of  charities. 

A.  C.  Andrews  of  Willimantic,  who  is 
blind,  spoke  for  taking  the  control  from 
the  board  of  charities  and  giving  it  to  the 
board    of    edvfcation. 

Attorney  Barbour  summed  Tip  and  it  \ 
was  about  4:30  before  the  hearing  was  I 
x>yer.  I 


^^>A/  ^TV^^^"^.^^"^^^^^^^^"^-    V\gTa^^^- 
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WHO    SHALIi   VISIT  BLIND. 


Several  Bills  Designed     to     Regulate 

Matter.  /■'  | 

i 
The  much   discussed  question  as  to 

v/ho  shall  or  shall  not  visit  the  Con- 
necticut Institute  for  the  Blind  in 
this  city,  particularly  as  to  whether 
the  state  board  of  charities  is  the 
proper  inspecting  body,  was  discussed 
a  lot  more  yesterday  at  the  Capitol 
in  Hartford,  first  before  the  commit- 
tee on  humane  institutions  and  next 
before  the  education  committee. 

Three  bills  on  the  matter  were  be- 
fore the  first  committee.  One  was 
that:   ~ 

All  private  institutions  receiving  ap- 
propriations from  the  state  for  pur- 
jposes  which  include  the  support  or 
board  of  beneficiaiies  of  the  state 
jnay  be  visited  by  the  state  board  of 
pharities. 

I  Another  was  that: 
I  The  Connecticut  Institute  for  the 
Blind,  in  lieu  of  all  other  official  vis- 
itation by  the  state,  shall  be  visited  by 
the  state  board  of  education  for  the 
blmd  and  the  state  board  of  educa- 
tion. 

,  A  third  was  that: 
1  All  private  institutions,  except  the 
Connecticut  Institute  for  the  Blind, 
receiving  appropriations  from  the 
state  for  the  purposes  which  include 
the  support  or  board  of  beneficiaries 
of  the  state  may  be  visited  by  the 
state  board  of  charities.  The  Con- 
necticut Institute  for  the  Blind  shall 
be  visited  by  the  state  board  of  edu- 
cation for  the  blind. 

All  the  bills  were  introduced  by 
Representative  Higgins  for  Attorney 
General  King.  The  attorney  general 
lirst  spoke  in  advocacy  that  the  ques- 
tion be  settled  by  the  passage  of  some 
bill  that  would  authorize  some  partic- 
ular body  to  inspect  the  Institute.  He 
of  ered  the  following  substitute  meas- 
ure:. 


II 


Section    1.     Every   private      institij-^i 
tion  receiving  directly,   or  by  way  of 
contract,    money  -  from    the    state    for 
purposes    including    the    support      or  I 
board    of   beneficiaries    of    the      state,  | 
which  shall  refuse  access  to  the  prop- 
er board  or  official  authorized  by  the  j 
state    to    visit    such    institution,    shall 
forfeit  all   unpaid   money   or     appro-  i 
priations  to  which  it  would  otherwise 
have  been  entitled. 

Sec.  2.  All  contracts  with  any  such 
private  institution  made  by  the  state 
or  by  any  authority  acting  for  the 
state  shall  be  made  subject  to  the 
provisions  of  Section  1.  v 
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THE  BLIND. 


i^;#hole  question  of  who  shall  ex- 
amine' the  institution  for  the  support 
and  education  of  the  blind  will  disap- 
pear if  the  blind  are  sent  to  the  Per- 
kins institute  in  Boston,  as  all  were  a 
few  years  ago,  and  as  part  are  at  pres- 
ent. Or  it  will  disappear  if  the  Insti- 
tute and  Industrial  Home  for  the 
Blind  realizes  that  it  is  a  private  in- 
stitution and  .ceases  to  ask  for  or  re- 
ceive the  state's  money.  It  is  the  only 
private  institution  aided  by  the  state 
wri;ich<.  has  refused  to  permit  the  in- 
spection held  . by  legal  authority  to  be 
authorized — unless  the  ease  of  the 
■Mystic  Oral  school  a  few  years  ago  be 
recalled,  and  that  Is  not'  an  encourag- 
ing comparison.  That  institution  made 
radical  changes,  and  as  far  as  we ,  are. 
aware  'there  is  no  present  trouble  in 
that  quarter. 

There  is  room  to  believe  that  for  the: 
your.'gest  children  there  are  advantages 
in  the  kindergarten  on  Asylum  avenue 
which  cannot  be  had  elsewhere. 

There  remains  the  question  of  the 
education  of  the  adult  blind.  As  to 
this  there  should  be  no  reason  to  carry 
it  on  much  longer.  This  is  so  because 
under  the  remarkable  law  provided  in 
this  whole  matter  of  the  blind  the 
board  of  education  of  the  blind  is  au- 
thorized to  take  any  minor  who  is 
blind  and  compel  the  attendance  of 
such  child  in  an  institution'.  If  it  ex- 
ercises the  right,  which  it  has  now 
possessed  for  eleven  years,  there  willf 
jsoon  be  no  adult  blind  who  need  to  be 
^provided  for,  since  all  will  have  been; 
grained  while  children.  Then  the.  In-I 
pustrial  home  will  have  no  excuse  for: 


existence.    It  Is  iVfifth  hotife  that  the 

)oard  is  also  at  liberty  to  continue  the 

nstructlon  of  any  person  as  long  as  it 

ees  fit,,  the  state  paying-  $330  a  year. 

Turning  to  the  matter  of  expense  it 

ppoars  from  the  reports  of  the  comp- 

oller    that    the    Institute    and    Indus- 

ial  home  has  received  from  the  state 

the  last  eleven -years  something  over 

75,000.     It    is    impossible    to    ascertain 

cm  the  reports  of  the  institution  how 

anj^    pupils    it    has    maintained,    but 

ere  can  be  no  doubt  in*  view  of  the 

ms   paid   to   it   for   building   and    for 

e  extinction  of  debt  that  the  total  is 

good    deal    more    than    would    hav^ 

been  ,  needed  :«.d  the  state  continued 
its  former  policy. 

No  one  would  object  if  all  were  satis- 
fied that  the  additional  outlay  is  nec- 
essary. Probably  no  on'e  -would  object 
if  the  attitude  of  the  management  had 
shown  recognition  of  the  charity  ex- 
hibited or  willingness  to  comply  with 
the  ordinary  conditions  with  which 
the  expenditure  of  state  money  is  sur- 
rounded. 

As  matters  stand  there  is  objection; 
based  on  conviction,  not  sentiment. 
Economy  and  the  dignity  of  the  state 
are  opposed  to  a  continuance  of  pres- 
ent con'ditions. 
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If  the  state  removes  the  care  of  the 
dependent  blind  from  the  supervision 
a^  the  state  hoard  of  charities,  then  it 
should  follow  up  this  action  by  abolish- 
jing  the  charity  board  altogether.  There 
is  no  reason  why  the  duly  authorized 
board  should  be  excluded  from  one 
state-supported  charity  and  left  to  look 
after  any  others.  Be  consistent,  how- 
ever idiotic  it  may  appear  to  those  who 
merely  look  on  and  pay  the  bills. 

The  blind  business  has  been  in  a  fer- 
j-nent  ever  since  it  began.  It  is  the  one 
charity  we  have  that  has  had  to  be  all 
the  time  squaring  itself.  It  has  kicked 
and  chafed  against  supervision,  and 
finally  has  succeeded  in  making  many 
people  believe  it  is  being  persecuted 
and  in  developing  sympathy  on  that 
line.  The  full  history  has  never  'been 
•written,  but  all  the  time  there  has  pro- 
truded this  persistent  determination  to 
escape  from  out  of  the  supervision  of  ] 
the  board  of  charities.  j 

The  dependent  beneficiaries,  for  whom 
the  state  pays  more  per  capita  than  for 
any  other  of  her  wards,  have  been 
systematically  taught  that  they  were 
not  dependent,  but  that  the  state  owes 
them  what  she  gives  and  they  are  only 
getting  their  rights.  This  logic  would 
remove  the  matter  from  the  charity 
list,  and  there  are  those  who  believe 
the  ungrateful  and  ridiculous  doctrine 
had  its  origin  in  that  prospect.  It  is 
whispered  that  the  real  trouble  is  that 
Miss  Hall  of  the  charity  board  "haKS  it 
in  tfor''  the  blind  establishment.  An- 
other whisper  fully  as  loud  as  that  is 
ithat  the  blind  managers  have  secured 
I  from  Governor  Roberts  the  promise  that 
she  shall  not  be  returned  to  that  board. 


If  now  she  is  out  of  the  way.  and  if 
as  asserted  she  is  all  the  trouble,  then 
"Why  the  continued  effort  to  get  out  from 
■under? 

Why  do  not  the  managers  of  the 
School  for  the  Deaf  come  up  and  de- 
mand that  the  stigma  of  charity,  the 
sweetest  word  in  the  dictionary,  be 
removed  from  their  institution?  All 
they  ask  of  the  state  board  of  charities 
is  that  the  visits  shall  be  unannounced, 
so  that  the  every-day  working  of  the 
Institution  shall  be  discovered.  They 
have  nothing  to  conceal,  and  they  have 
no  objection  to  acknowledging  their 
obligation,  financial  and  moral,  to  the 
state  which  pays  for  the  support  of 
their  unfortunate  dependents. 
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(Hartiford  Tunes.) 
whole  question  of  who  shall  ex- 
amine the  institution  for  the  support 
I  and  education  of  the  blind  will  disap- 
I  pear  if  the  blind  are  sent  to  the  Per- 
I  kins  Institute  in  Boston,  as  all  were  a 
few  years  ag-o,  and  as  part  are  at  pres- 
ent. Or  it  will  disapt)ear  if  the  Insti- 
tute and  Industrial  Home  for  the 
Blind  realizes  that  it  is  a  private  in- 
stitution and  ceases  to  ask  for  or  re- 
ceive the  state's  money.  It  is  the  only 
private  institution  aided  by  the  state 
which  has  refused  to  permit  the  in- 
spection held  by  legal  authority  to  be 
authorized— unless  the  case  of  the 
Mystic  Oral  School  a  few  years  ago  be 
recalled,  and  that  is  not  an  encourag- 
ing comparison.  Tha;t  institution  made 
radical  changes,  and  as  far  as  we  are 
aware  there  is  no  present  trouble  in 
that  quarter. 

There  is  room  to  believe  that  for  the 
youngest  children  there  are  advantages 
in  the  kindergarten  on  Asylum  avenue 
which  cannot  be  had  elsewhere. 

There  remains  the  question  of  the 
education  of  the  adult  blind.  As  to 
this  there  should  be  no  reason  to  carry 
it  on  much  longer.  This  is  so  because 
under  the  remarkable  law  provided  in 
this  whole  matter  of  the  blind  the 
board  of  education  of  the  blind  is  au- 
thorized to  take  any  minor  who  is 
blind  and  compel  the  attendance  o»f 
such  child  in  an  institution.  If  it  ex- 
ercises the  right,  which  it  has  now 
possessed  for  eleven  years,  there  will 
soon  be  no  adult  blind  who  need  to  be 
provided  for,  since  all  will  have  been 
trained  while  children.  Then  the  In- 
dustrial Home  will  have  no  excuse  for 
existence.  It  is  worth  notice  that  the 
board  is  also  at  liberty  to  continue  the 
instruction  of  any  person  as  long  as  it 
sees  fit,  the  state  paying  $330  a  year.    . 

Turning  to  the  matter  of  expense  it 
appears  from  the  reports  of  the  comp- 
troller that  the  Institute  and  Indus- 
trial Home  has  received  from  the  state 
in  the  last  eleven  years  something  over 
$275,000.  It  is  impossible  to  ascertain 
from  the  reports  of  the  institution  how 
many  pupils  it  has  maintained,  but 
there  can  be  no  doubt  in  view  of  the 
sums  paid  to  it  for  building  and  for 
the  extinction  of  debt  that  the  total  is 
a  good  deal  more  than  would  have 
been  needed  had  the  state  continued 
its  former  policy. 


No  one  would  object  if  all  were  satis- 
fied that  the  additional  outlay  is  neces- 
sary. Probably  no  one  would  object 
if  the  attitude  ol  the  management  had 
shown  recognition  of  the  charity  ex- 
hibited or  willingness  to  comply  with 
'the  ordinary  conditions  with  which  the 
:  expenditure  of  state  money  is  sur- 
! rounded. 

As  matters  stand  there  is  objection, 

based    on    conviction,     not    sentiment. 

!  Economy  and  the  dignity  of  the  state 

'  are  opposed  to  a  continuance  of  present 

conditions. 
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'     There   are  about   one   hundred   blind 
persons   under  the   supervision   of    the 
Connecticut  State  Board  of  Education 
for   the   Blind,    according    to   the   sixth 
biennial  report  of  the  secretary.   Some 
are  in  attendance  at  the   institute  for 
the  blind  in  this  state,  some  are  at  the 
Massachusetts  school  in  Boston,  while 
others  are  trjnng  the  experiment  of  ct^ 
tablishing  themselves  in   business.   The 
policy  of  the  board  Is  to  find  the  blind 
of  all  ages  and  con(Jitions  and  to  roach  i 
as  many    children     as     possible    when  \ 
Ihey  are  at  an  age  wh'Mi  they  can  be  j 
most  benefitted  by  education. 


M 
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THE  SCHOOIj  for  THE  BlilND. 

;  We  cannot  understand  the  attitude 
^of  the  Hartford  newspapers  towards 
Ithe  s>chool  for  the  blind,  an  institution 
which  does  a  loving  and  useful  work 
among  those  terribly  afflicted,  and 
which  is  properly  aided  by  the  state. 
We  are  naturally  reluctant  to  criticise 
contemporaries  for  whom  we  have 
great  regard,  and  we  do  so  inferenti- 
ally  only,  but  their  record  in  this  con- 
inection  shows  them  to  have  been  more 
[.moved  by  prejudice,  and  an  unwilling- 
ness to  take  the  word  and  judgment  of 
such  men  as  the  Rev.  Joseph  Twichell, 
former  fGovernor  Chamberlain,  Chief 
Justice  Torrance  and  others,  who  have 
been  connected  with  the  school's  man- 
agement, than  by  a  fair  examination 
of  the  facts.  In  order  to  stand  by  the 
I  state  board  of  charities,  both  in  and 
out  of  season,  both  the  Courant  and 
Times  have  persistently  opposed  the 
"school  and  made  unnecessary  and  fruit- 
less trouble  for  its  management. 


The  school  has  petitioned  the  general 
assembly  to  remove  it  from  the  over- 
sight of  the  state  board  of  charities 
to  that  of  the  state  board  of  education. 
Its  reason  for  this  is  that  it  properly 
desires  to  be  classified  with  other  school 
children,  who  are  aided  by  the  state, 
and  to  be  relieved  from  inspection  by 
a  board  which  has  been  persistently 
nagging  in  its  attitude  toward  the 
school.  This  has  been  made  clear  to 
legislature  after  legislature.  The  Cour- 
ant this  morning  says  for  example: 
"The  blind  business  has  been  in  a  fer- 
ment ever  since  it  began.    It  is  the  one 


charity  we  have  that  has  had  to  be  all 
the  thne  squaring  itself.    It  has  kicked 
and    chafed    against    supei*vision,    and 
finally  has  succeeded  in  making  many 
people    believe    it    is    being    persecuted 
and    in    developing   sympathy    on    that 
line.     The  full  history  has  never  been! 
written,  but  all  the  time  there  has  pro-| 
truded  this  persistent  determination  to! 
escape  from  out  of  the  supervision  of| 
the  board  of  charities.     The  dependent 
beneficiaries,  for  whom  the  state  pays 
more  per  capita  than  for  any  other  of 
her   wards,   have    been     systematically 
taught  that  they  were  not  dependent, 
but  that  the  state  owes  them  wliat  she 
gives  and  they  are  only  getting  their 
rights."    The  Times,  last  evening,  saya: 
"The  whole  question  of  who  shall  ex- 
amine  the  institution  for  the  suppor 
and  education  of  the  blind  will  disap- 
pear if  the  blind  are  sent  to  the  Per- 
kins institute  in  Boston,  as  all  were  s 
few  years  ago,  and  as  part  are  at  pres- 
ent.    Or  it  will  disappear  if  the  Insti- 
tute   and    Industrial    Home     for      the 
Blind  reay,^es  that  it  is  a  private  in- 
stitution and  ceases  to  ask  for  or  re- 
ceive the  state's  money.   It  is  the  only 
private  institution  aided  by  the  state 
which   has   refused   to   permit   the   in 
spection  held  by  legal  authority  to  b 

authorized." 

*   *   * 

Neither  of  our  contemporaries  dis 
cusses  the  real  points  at  issue.  They 
appear  for  the  state  board  of  chari- 
ties and  in  particular  for  Miss  Marjj 
Hall,  who  has  been  and  Is  more  re-^ 
sponsible  for  the  strained  relations  be-j 
tween  the  board  and  the  school  than  alJ 
of  her  associates  together.  Had  she  ex-! 
ercised  ordinary  patience  and  judgment 
in  her  official  inquiries  and  acts,  there 
would  have  been  no  controversy,  inj 
our  judgment.  The  school  authoritied 
have  not  chafed  against  supervision.  It] 
has  resisted  the  unfair  and  ill-temperedj 
attitude  of  Miss  HaJl.  They  are  willing 
and  anxious  to  be  supervised,  as  ls| 
proved  by  their  request  to  be  put  underl 
the  state  board  of  education,  where! 
both  the  school  for  the  blind  and  the 
school  for  the  deaf  belong.  As  for  the 
blind  children  being  -dependent  bene  i 
ficiaries,  there  is  no  reason  to  consider! 


that  at  all,  thoug^h  if  the  subject  is  to 
be  brought  up,  the  children  should  be 
told  the  truth,  which  is  that  they  are 
not  dependents  in  the  sense  that  in- 
mates of  prisons  and  insane  asylums 
are.  They  are  wards  of  the  state,  who 
are  aided  in  their  efforts  to  become  self- 
supporting  because  of  the  character  of 
their  affliction.  They  are  wards  in  the 
sense  that  public  school  children  are 
wards,  and  to  suggest  that  the  school  be 
closed  and  its  inmates  be  sent  to  Bos- 
ton, because  one  member  of  the  state 
board  of  charities  will  have  her  way,  is 
brutal  in  its  philosophy.  What  has  been 
clearly  proved  is,  first  that  the  blind 
and  deaf  should  be  put  under  the  care 
of  the  state  board  of  education,  and 
second  that  Governor  Roberts  should 
remove  from  the  board  of  charities  its 
offending  element.  That  would  be  real 
progress.  ^^_ ,««« 


.=_^' 
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m  OR  Bli  1. 

gorous  Protests  to   Discriminating 
Against  Those  With  Impaired 
Faculties  in  State  Education. 


I  am  entirely  deaf  and  have  been 
so  since  early  childhood.  Although 
I  am  an  artist  by  profession,  I  am 
not  a  graduate  from  any  state  in- 
stitution for  the  education  of  the 
deaf.  Nevertheless,  I  protest  vigor- 
ously against  the  terra  "charitabili- 
cy"  being  applied  to  a  system  for 
the  education  of  the  deaf  or  the 
blind  any  more  than  it  is  applied  to 
our  public  school  system.  Education 
is  a  broad  word  and  its  meaning 
does  not  change  in  its  application  to 
the  sightless  or  the  deaf.  If  it  is 
charity  to  educate  the  two  or  three 
hundred  sons  and  daughters  of  the 
state  whose  eyes  are  darkened  to  the 
outside  world,  or  whose  ears  are  al- 
ways silent,  then  it  is  indeed  a  tre- 


mendous  charity  to*  appropriate 
$484,8iator  the  education  of  tlie 
al5, 362  children  who  possess  tlie 
faculties  but  frequently  fail  to  use 
them  appreciatively. 

H.  PHEI^PS  ARMS. 


In  an  interview  with  a  Globe  repre- 
sentative last  night  Mr.  Arms,  who  tor 
some  years  was  a  magazine  editor  and 
is  today  a  literary  scholar  and  capable 
artist,  said: 

"It  IS  not  charity  for  the  state  to 
educate  its  cnildren;  it  is  economy.  It 
is  :he  safest  and  best  investment  in  the 
world.  Every  dollar  it  spends  to  teach 
or  influence  the  children  to  become  good 
citizens  and  successful  business  men 
and  women  returns  in  later  years  from 
these  same  pupils  even  indirect  property  j 
taxes  the  original  expenditure  many- ! 
fold.  Ignoramuses  coula  never  build  the 
great  properties  upon  which  the  state  j 
exists  today.  ! 

"There  are  among  us  those  wHo  are 
bereft  of  the  senses  of  sight  or  hearing, 
but  who,  nevertheless,  are  ambitious 
and  loyal.  I  believe  that  in  most  in- 
stances the  loss  of 

These  Faculties  Make  the  Inflicted 
one  even  more  scholarly  and  earnest 
than  if  the  attention  were  detracted  by 
sound  or  by  sight.  1  fully  believe  that 
nature  generally  compensates  for  these 
apparent  misfortunes  by  maturing  the 
other  faculties  to  their  highest  possibili- 
ties. 

"It  is  the  duty  of  the  state,"  contin- 
ues Mr.  Arms,  "to  educate  its  children 
regardless  of  race  or  creed  or  inoliensive 
inhrmities.  Ic  is,  moreover,  the  duty 
of  the  state  to  extend  these  educational 
facilities  so  that  they  will  be  convenient 
and  not  have  attached  to  them  a  pro- 
hibitive expense.  All  this  is  done  in 
our  public  school  system,  and  there 
should  in  justice  be  departments  for  the 
blind  or  deaf  just  as  well  organized 
As  Those  for  the  Kindergarten. 

Wholly  for  the  sake  of  economy  the 
state^  finding  it  a  great  saving,  gathers 
those  with  the  impaired  faculties  to- 
gether in  a  single  institution,  thus  re- 
ducing the  cost  of  teachers  and  other 
expenses  incidental  to  a  large  number  of 
scattered  departmeUrts ;  the  state  wnen 
it  issues  this  edict:  'Come  with  us  or  ! 
remain  fools  for  life, '  and  forces  the 
blind  or  deaf  to  leave  the  influences  of 
home  and  spend  their  young  lives  in  an 
institution  away  from  parents  dnd 
friends  in  order  to  acquire  the  rudi- 
ments of  knowledge.  j 


''To  call  It  charity  is  not  only  unjusl^ 
but  maliciously  false, "  declares  Mr. ' 
Arms.  "Ttiere  is  not  a  semblance  of 
charity  m  it.  The  meager  amount  the 
state  expends  tor  their  food  and  clothing 
while  they  are  conceding  to  leave  home 
is  greatly 

Overbalanced  by  tlie  Sacrifices 

the  pupils  are  forced  to  mat:e.  And 
again  the  state  does  not  feed  them  be- 
cause of  any  charitable  purpose;  it  feeds 
them  because  it  is  more  economical  than 
any  other  method  they  can  establish;  be- 
cause It  saves  the  state  treasury  a  large 
sum  of  money  that  can  be  expended  on 
political  appropriations  that  amount  to 
nothing  more  than  deplorable  graft. 

"If  there  IS  any  charity  to  it,  it  is 
the  chanty  of  the  afflicted  pupils  to  the 
state.  If,  as  certain  notoriously  bigoted 
newspapers  illogically  claim,  it  is  'char- 
itability,  *  then  let  me  again  add  that  it 
was  indeed  charity  personified  that  al- 
lowed the  state  to  educate  the  prejudiced 
minds  of  these  same  pettyfoggers. 

"In  an  editorial  a  morning  newspaper 
aslsed  disdainfully  a  few  days  ago:  'Why 
do  not  the  managers  ot  the  School  lor 
the  Deaf  come  up  and  demand  that  tha 
stigma  of  charity,  the  sweetest  word  in 
the  dictionary,  be  removed  from  this 
institution?'  An  evening  paper  replies 
with  an  endorsement:  *It  is  sound  sense 
wisely  expressed  and  ought  to  make  an 
impression. '  i  politely  inform  them 
both  that  there  is, and  Has  been  for  some 
weeks,  a  movement  on  foot  to  do  pre- 
cisely what  they  resentfully  suggest, 
viz:  remove  from  the  record  of  a  noble 
educational  institute  tne 

Stigma  of  Charity  and  Degrading 
association    with    the    inmates    ot    the 
almshouses  and  jails. 

"I  only  lately  learned  that  tne  Ameri- 
can ychool  for  the  Deaf  is  so  denominat- 
ed and  today  interviewed  a  number  of 
graduates  of  the  school  (one  of  whom  is 
a  taxpayer  and  head  and  support  of  an 
interesting  family  of  children)  upon  the 
question  at  issue,  and  the  intense  dis- 
gust and  almost  despair  with  which  all 
who  were  interviewed  denounced  the 
idea  of  such  a  school  as  the  American 
School  for  the  Deaf  being  classed  with 
institutions  or  the  dependent  and  crimi- 
nal class,  would  dispose  of  all  specious 
argument.  Charity  is  one  ot  the  sweetest 
words  in  the  dictionary,  it  is  true,  but 
that  depends  in  what  sense  it  is  used. 
•  "There  is  a  movement  on  foot  now 
loobing  to  a  change  in  the  status  ot  the 
American  School  tor  the  Deaf.  This 
school  should  be^  under  the  supervision 
of  the  state  board  of  education,  not  the 
state' board  of    charities.     I    repeat:  the 


deat  children  ot  the  commonwealth,  are 
under  no  obligations,  moral  or  financial, 
tor  their  education  beyond  what  is  ex- 
acted from 

Gracluates  of  tho  Public  Scliools, 

The  furnishing  of  clothing  and  food  tO' 
the  pupils  do  not  make  them  dependents. 
Give  them  a  school  in  their  own  dis- 
trict, near  at  home,  and  they  will  ask 
for  neither  food  nor  clothing,  being  sat- 
isfied with  what  they  are  able  to  get  at 
their  homes  Irom  day  to  day.  In  shorty 
they  could  go  about  getting  their  educa- 
tion precisely  as  the  public  school  chil- 
dren do. 

'•I  ipsist  it  is  a  matter   of    education 
wholly,  and  tnat  there  is  no  charitabili- 
ty  in  it.     As  a  purely  educational    mat- 
ter the    state    is    confronted    with    two 
I  problem^:    appoint    special    instructors! 
(such  as  deal  mutes  require)    in    widely 
j  scaCtered    districts,      or    centralize    tne 
r work,  .  This  latter   as   the    least   costly  [ 
has  been  adopted.     The  per    capita    oosti 
is    greater     than      that    of    the     public i 
schools,  but    that  fact    does   not  in    the' 
remotest  degree  make  the    deaf    pupil  a| 
dependent. 

"Let  me  again  ask:  fairly  and  square- 
ly, does  not  the  above  i)roblem  rest 
wholly  upon  the  state  board  of  educa- 
tion; in  the  name  of  common  sense  and! 
reason,  what  has  a  board  of  charity  to! 
do  with  itv"  ' 

In  an  interview  with  a  Globe  repre- 
sentative Atty.  Barbour  says:  "That  iSj 
aU  there  is  to  it.  I  have  made  my] 
claims  and  upheld  them.  I  do  not  know 
of  anything  more  to  be  added.  The 
man  would  be  set  down  as  a  ravmg 
maniac  who  would  claim  that  the  State! 
Board  of  Charities  should  inspect  the  i 
State  Normal  School,  because  there  were 
children  in  it  who  are,  perhaps,  to  some 
extent,  dependent,  and  because  the 
school  is  a  state  institution.  A  school : 
for  the  education  ot  the  blind  conducted; 
by  the  state  is  an  educational  institu-  i 
tion,  I 

Aud  Must  Be  Considered  Such.  j 

Interviews  with  several  public  officials] 
and  many  lawyers  last  evening  bring  j 
out    these    forcible    sentiments:     "The 

state  compels,  'commits'  pupils  to  the 
institution  lor  the  blind,  to  reduce  ex- 
penses. It  notes  that  some  of  the  chil- 
dren it  has  rounded  up  and  compelled  to 
leave  their  homes  to  be  educated  accord- 
ing to  law,  are  poor,  and  cannot  make  a 
contract  to  pay  for  the  food  the  state  sets 
before  tneir  children,  nor  can  they  pay 
for  the  shoes  or  clothes  they  wear,  or 
pay  the  teachers'  charges.  There  are  also 
among  these  children  so  rounded  up,  chil- 
dren of  wealthy  parents  accustomed  to 
good    food    and    fine    clothing.       It    is 


manifestly  impossible,  so  the  state 
agrees,  to  divide  the  two  classes  of  pU' 
pils,  one  set  to  nave  the  comforts  they 
bad  at  home  and  the  others  to  put  up 
with  a  cYust  or  none  at  all,  as  many 
have  experienced.  The  state  also  says 
it  is  impossible,  as  a  matter  of  public 
policy,  to  have  one  class  of  these  chil- 
dren appear  ™i 

In  Good  Clothes  aiul  Well  Shod, 
while  the  other  class  appears  in  the  reci- 
tation room  in  rags  and  shoeless.  The 
state  has  sense  enough  to  discern  the 
absurdity  of  such  a  proceeding,  so  it 
promptly  and  most  willingly  makes  an 
appropriation  sutlicient  to  provide  for 
all  alike. 

"Now  is  there  a  sane  man  under  the 
sun  that  would  have  the  arrant  nonsense 
as  to  claim  that  the  state  would  be  ius- 
tltied  in  stamping  the  word  'charity'  on 
the  backs  of  these  children  many  of 
whom  are  the  children  of  fathers  who* 
pay  taxes  to  the  state.  Aside  from  or- 
dinary consideration  of  abstract  justice, 
it  would  seem  that  a  feeling  of  pity  and , 
Jjindness  would  dictate  that  everything 
possible  should  be  done  to  elevate  the 
tone  of  our  dealings  with  these  people! 
already  burdened  I 

With  Unspeakable  Deiiriv  ation. 
"Miss  Hall,  a  member  of  the  State 
Board  of  Charities,  claims  In  a  state- 
ment made  before  the  committee  on 
education  at  the  general  assembly  at  its 
recent  sittme:,  that  a  number  of  blind 
persons  had  been  to  her  and  admitted 
they  were  dependent  and  would  always 
De  so  that  the  fact  that  there  are  a  few 
timid,  untaught,  and  weak  dependent 
blind  does  not  justify  the  wholesale  in- 
sinuation that  the  blind  are,  as  a  class, 
dependent.  No  such  position  can  be 
sustained  for  a  moiiient,  if  one  looks 

Over  the  Field  of  Achievement 

by  the  blind,  and  the  same  is  also  true 
of  the  deaf.  All  that  is  asked  is  that 
the  state  accord  these  blind  and  deaf 
school  boys  and  girls  the  same  measure 
ot  respect  and  treatment  it  measures 
out  to  the  seeing  and  hearing  children. 
If  it  costs  more  per  capita,  charge  it  to 
the  account  of  irresistible  fate  and  be 
done  with  it,  and  give  these  children 
the  honor  that  is  their  due,  the  more  so 
that  they  bravely  reach  out  for  inde- 
i  pendence  m  the  face  of  despair  and  utter 
discouragement. ' ' 

While  many  of  our  ablest  men  are 
today  graduates  from  institutions  for 
these  unfortunates,  the  state  ot  Con- 
necticut with  its  oldtime  doggedness 
classes  physical  affliction  with  pauper- 
ism and  criminals,  by  leaving  them  un- 
der the  supervision  of  the  board  of 
charities. 


l:^! 
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In  the  last   few   days  ft  Irtr^e    number  | 
of  the  leaaing  thinkers  in  this  city  Jiay« 
entered  protest 

Agrninst  This  Gluriiitr  Injustice, 

It  develops  through  information  fur- 
nished by  CJiief  Justice  Torrance  that 
tlie  American  School  for  the  Deaf,  the 
most  tnorougn  and  practical  institution 
of  its  kind  in  this  country, is  not  olassi- 
lied  under  the  statutes  as  an  educational 
institution,  but  stands  with  jails  and 
almshouses,  insane  and  imbeeiio  asy- 
lums, despite  the  fact  that  hundreds  of 
able  men  and  women  have  been  graduat- 
ed from  its  conlines  with  honorable  dis- 
tinction. 

Under  the  nrroganco  and  petty  w^raug- 
ling  of  the  bwu'd  of  charity,  which  by  its 
police  court  notoriety  met  popular  dis- 
gust, the  Institute  tor  the  Wllnd  has 
loeen  subjected  to  a  severe  ordeal  through 
which  It  may  at  last  establish  its  right- 
ful position  as  an  important  edueationul 
institution,  under  the 

Supervision  of  Kducatioiinl  Boards.  j 

"It  IS  nonsense  to  be  regarded  asi 
eleemosynarv, ' '  state  the  leading  au- ' 
tnorities  in  interviews  with  The  Globe, 
and  in  the  recent  hearing  the  only  oppo- 
sition to  withdrawing  it  from  the 
clutches  of  this  board  of  charity  emanat- 
ed from  minor  sources  when  compared 
with  the  inlluential  witnesses  on  behalf 
of  the  school. 

]Mrs.  Wliitniore  Speaks  tlio  Truth. 

To  educate  dependent  persons  so  that 
they  are  independent  for  life  is  a  great 
work.  It  is  wrong  to  reduce  any  class 
to  a  state  lower  tiian  it  really  is.  The 
true  way  is  to  uplift  them. 

Mrs.  F.  G.  Whitmore. 

The  Crime  Kests  on  Other  Shoulders. 

It  is  almost  criminal  in  itself  to  class 
the    blind    with    the    lowest     criminal 
types.     It    IB,  indeed,  a  great    injustice 
that  the  state  has  too  long  overlooked. 
Mrs.  Emily  Wells  Foster. 

Kev.  Joseph  T'wichellUns  Firm  Conviction 

A    blind  boy  should  be  on    the    same 

plane  as  a  boy  not  blind,  both  to  be 
Connecticut  schoolboys;  noc  to  be  in 
classes  by  themselves.  1  hope  the  result 
of  the  whole  matter  will  bo  the  taking 
also  of  th«  American  ISohool  for  the  Deaf 
from  the  supervision  of  the  board  of 
charities  and  place  it  under  the  board 
of  education.     Rev.  Joseph  H.  Twichell. 

l>r.  Stoue  Sees  Critical  Situation. 

A  groat  principle,  not  a  technical 
point,  IS  under  consideration.  It  is  a 
serious  educational  question  and  I  De- 
lieve  the  board  of  education  should  di- 
rect it.  Rev.  George  M.  Stone. 


IjlftitOutof  Pauperism.  Today. 

It  should  be  lifted  out  from  all  sug- 
gestion of  pauperism  and  be  placed  onja 
souna  educational  basis. 

Herbert  H.  White. 

Never  lutentled  to  Infer  Dependence. 

'f  he  state  board  of  education  is  a  per- 
fectly capable  body,  and  I  have  no  qaes- 
tion  as  a  lawyer  as  to  the  advisability  of 
placing  the  control  in  their  hands.  Per- 
sonally I  do  not  believe  the  statute  ever 
intended  to  class  the  blind  with  depend- 
ents.    Asst.  State  Atty.  J.  H.  Buck. 

Kx-Gov.  Chamberlain   Knows  it  is  Kigflit. 

I  believe  the  bill  to  place  the  Institute 
for    the  Blind  under  the  supervision    of 
the  board    of    education    Is    right    and 
what  is  right  the  state  should  do. 
Ex-Gov.  Abiram  Chamberlain. 

Among  many  others  who  expressed 
opinions  at  the  recent  hearing  were  ex- 
Lieut. -Gov.  Cady,  Maj.  R.  O.  Cheney, 
Senator  Bailey  and  others  prominent  in 
state  affairs.  The  only  opposition  to  the 
important  step 

In  Breaking   Down   Old  JSducational 

barriers,  ana  developing  with  the  con- 1 
temporary  progressive  movements,  came 
from  the  members  of  the  charity   board 

who  have  been  parties  to  the  assault 
sensations  and  contradictory  arguments 
as  to  who  should  and  should  not  enter 
the  portals  of  the  institution  as  state 
^rivfistiffators. 


Is  it  a  crime  to  be  born  blind? 
The  state  of  Connecticut  must  not 
class  itg  unfortunate  sightless 
among  the  paupers  and  criminals, 
All  such  stigma  should  be  imme- 
diately removed.  The  official  visits 
to  the  Connecticut  Institue  for  the 
Blind  should  be  made  by  the  State 
Board  of  Education  and  the  Board 
of  Education  for  the  Blind.  It  Is 
no  more, to  be  classed  with  the  jails 
and  asylums  than  our  public  schools. 
The  State  Board  of  Charities  today 
insists  in  visiting  the  Connecticut 
Institute  tor  the  Blind  on  the 
ground  that  the  institution  comes 
under  the  provisions  in  the  revised 
statutes  regarding  paupers,  indigent 
and  dependent  or  criminal  classes. 
Search  thf^t  title  from  beginning  to 
end,  and  you  will  not  find  a  direct 
reference  to  the  Institute  for  the 
Blind.       JOSEPH  L.  BAKBOUR. 
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A   Wrong   Comparison.  - 

To  the  Editor  of  The  Hartford  Times: 

Will  the  Hartford  Courant,  Thi 
Hartford  Times,  the  Hartford  Tele- 
gram, the  Hartford  Post  and  the  Globe 
(this  latter  paper,  by  the  way,  misquot- 
ed the  writer  in  its  issue  of  yesterday, 
wherein  he  is  made  to  say,  that  certain 
Hartford  papers  are  big-oted  and  its 
editors  pettifog-gers.  The  writer  en- 
tertains no  such  opinion  of  any  Hart- 
ford paper  or  its  editors,  (though  he 
freely  admits  that  in  the  particular  in- 
stances noted  the  representations  in  the 
Globe  come  preciously  near  hitting  the 
mark) — will  these  five  important  news- 
papers, representing  public  opinion  in 
Hartford,  give  a  clear,  unequivocal  an- 
swer to  the  following  question:  Sup- 
pose a  great  calamity  should  overtake 
the  state  of  Connecticut,  whereby  the 
state  loses  by  death  all  its  children  of 
school  age,  save  a  number  equal  to  the 
few  deaf  and  mute  children  of  the 
state  or  those  who  are  bljftpl.  Among 
those  few  seeing  and  hearing  children 
so  remaining  and  subject  to  education 
are  some  whose  parents  are  wealthy, 
well-to-do  and  moderately  well  situated 
financially,  and  the  rest  are  the  chil- 
dren of  desperately  poor  parents,  par- 
ents who  are  able  to  live  only  on  their 
earnings  from  day  to  day.  The  state, 
for  a  reason  that  is  obvious,  gathers  all 
these  children  together  and  places  them 
in  one  large  institution  for  instruction, 
precisely  as  is  done  in  the  case  of  the 
American  School  for  the  Deaf  or  th« 
School  for  the  Blind.  For  obvious  rea- 
sons also  the  state  throws  away  the 
ragged  clothes  of  the  poorer  boys  and 
clothes  them  better.  For  still  obvloua 
reasons  the  state  insists  that  the  poor 
boys  (although  accustomed  to  eating  a 
mere  apology  for  a  meal  and  sometimes 
none  at  all)  should  eat  at  the  same 
table  with  the  boys  who  are  richer,  if 
not  from  ordinary  decency,  then  from 
simple  convenience  to  those  in  charge 
of  the  dining-room.  For  reasons  that 
also  need  no  explanation,  the  poor 
child  of  a  laboring  man  is  taught  his 


A,  B,  C  by  the  same  instructor  whoi 
instills  that  information  in  the  mind  of 
the  child  of  the  capitalist.  The  poor 
and  the  rich  men's  children  are  taken 
from  home,  both  classes  were  independ- 
ent in  so  far  as  existence  was  con- 
cerned. Query:  Does  the  state's  forci- 
ble act  in  compelling  these  children  to 
be  educated  make  them  dcpii'ndentg?  j 
Does  the  capitalist  pay  his  t;  .  ^s  i-i<at , 
his  son  may  be  classed  as  a  de^j  nxio  i*-? 
Does  the  poor  laboring-  man  wofk,  l  .; 
and  his  relatives  and  friends,  that  his 
child  may  be  classed  as  a  dependent? 
That  child  has  been  shut  out  from 
school  at  home  and  taken  from  his  par- 
ents' bed  and  board  and  made  to  share 
the  comfort  of  others,  and  for  this  can 
he  be  dubbed  a  dependent?  This  is  the 
exact  position  of  the  American  School 
for  the  Deaf  and  the  Connecticut 
School  for  the  Blind.  If  the  term  "de- 
pendent" Is  obviously  wrong*  in  the  j 
case  of  hearing-  and  seeing  children  in 
the  hypothetical  cases  cited,  how  can  i 
it  be  otherwise  than  wrong  in  the  case 
of  the  deaf  and  blind  school  boys  of  the  ] 
state? 

This  question  is  put  plainly.  Let  the' 
answer  be  equally  as  explicit  and  save 
a  lot  of  people  the  mortification  of  see- 
ing: men  vv'ho  pass  for  intelligent  per- 
sons in  the  community  debating  a  ques-  : 
tion  that,  in  the  opinion  of  the  writer, 
needs  no   argument  whatever. 

H.  PHEDPS  ARMS. 

Hartford,  Conn.,  February  27,  1905. 

A  duplicate  of  this  question  has 
been  sent  to  the  newspapers  named 
within. 

Mr.  Arms  is  wrong  in  thinking  that 
the  hypothetical  case  he  puts  Is  parallel 
to  that  of  the  Industrial  Home,  of 
which  we  have  spoken  more  than  once. 
He  should  also  remember  that  as  far 
as  The  TImes  is  concerned  it  has  al- 
ready said  that  the  question,  of  de- 
pendence is  of  no  particular  conse-: 
quence.  We  may  add  that  it  has  the 
appearance  of  having  been  lugged  into 
this  discussion  year  after  year  to  divert 

I  attention  from  aometl^^x^j^.  ^j|e.  The 
word  is  not  used  in  the  statutes  in  an 
offensive  sense,  but  to  describe  an  ex- 
isting condition. 

The  condition  of  the  blind  as  seen  by 
the  secretary  of  the  board  of  education 

»49,f  the  blind  in  1899  is  indicated  by  this 
passage   in   the  report; 

"This  institution  i|  compelled  to  fur- 
nish support  for  nearly  half  of  them 
[its  pupils]  the  entire  year,  besides  car- 
ing for  the  homeless  pupils  during  the 
summer  months  returned  to  us  from 
the  Perkins  Institution." 

If  it  is  of  any  consequence  whether 
the  pupils  are  dependent  or  not,  this 
may  be  worth  attention. 


STUDY  THE   RECORDS! 


The  New,  Haven  Regrister  still  insJfets 
that  it  cannot  understand  the  attitude 
of  the  Hartford  newspapers  towards 
the  school  for  the  bltnd,  and  adds,  in 
as  courteous  a  form  as  such  a  state- 
ment permits,  that  "their  record  in  this 
connection  shows  them  to  have  been 
|:more  moved  by  prejudice,  and  an  un- 
I willingness  to  take  the  word"  of  several 
highly  respected  gentlemeni  whom  it 
mentions  by  name,  "than  by  a  fair  ex- 
amination of  the  facts." 

At  least  two  Hartford  papers  (of 
which  The  Times  is  one)  have  studied 
the  remarkable  problem  of  the  legisla- 
tion for  the  blind  from  the  time  when 
Prank  E.  Cleaveland  obtained  the  crea- 
jtion  of  the  board  of  education  of  the 
blind  and  established  the  Connecticut 
Institute  and  Industrial"  Home  for  the 
Blind.  This  was  done  at  the  outset 
because  of  the  astonishing  character  of 
some  of  the  legislation,  and  later  on 
account  of  the  demands  for  money  for 
the  school  for  the  adult  blind,  known 
as  the  Industrial  Home .  It  was  also 
due  in  part  to  the  persistence  of  stories 
affecting  the  management  of  that  insti- 
tution. 

And  here  we  must  ask  the  Register 
to  distinguish  between  the  school  for 
children  on  Asylum  avenue  and  the 
home  for  adult  blind  on  Wethersfleld 
avenue.  Their  connection  is  an  al- 
most inextricable  tangle,  but  substan- 
tially the  former  is  in  charge  of  several 
ladies  of  the  highest  standing,  who 
could  not  conceive  the  Idea  of  making 
money  out  of  it  for  themselves.  They 
are  profoundly  interested  in  the  work, 
and  have  never  been  able  to  understand 
the  opposition  which  has  existed  con- 
tinuously to  the  rest  of  the  work  and 
to  its  earlier  and  some  of  its  later 
managers.  They  do  not  realize  that  the 
connection  of  all  parts  of  the  system  is 
such  that  they  cannot  expect  the  gen- 
eral public  to  distinguish.  This  Is  suffi- 
ciently realized  by  the  supporters  of 
the  Industrial  Home.  When  they  ap- 
pear before  the  legislature  they  ignore 
tiie  distinction.  What  they  described  at 
the  legislative  hearings  last  week  was 
practically  the  school  on  Asylum  ave- 
nue;  what  they  appeared  to  be  speak- 


Wig  of  was  the  Industrial  Home.  The^ 
thing  was  so  skilfully,  managed  that  byj 
one  mention  of  the  latter  name  at  the; 
close  of  a  long  speech  the  impression 
was  left  that  all  which  had  been  said 
in  behalf  of  the  work  applied  to  that, 
whereas  the  real  appeal  had  been  for 
sympathy  for  the  children. 

Merely  by  way  of  illustration  of  the 
peculiar  conditions  surrounding  the  be- 
ginning of  the  enterprise,  which  the 
Register  may  ascertain  for  itself,  we 
refer  it  to  the  original  act  creating  th« 
state  board  of  education  of  the  blind 
[not  the  amended  version  bound  in  the 
Revised  Statutes]  and  to  the  history 
Df  the  establishment  of  the  "Institute 
md  Industrial  Home  for  the  Blind,"  of 
A'hich  there  is  the  Asylum  avenue 
jranch,  called  the  kindergarten  depart- 
nent,  and  the  Wethersfield  Avenue  In- 
iustrial  Home.  It  will  find,  for  In- 
stance, that  the  board  of  education  of 
the  blind  was  to  consist  of  the  gbver- 
aor  and  chief  justice  ex-offlcio,  and  of 
a,  blind  man  and  a  woman.  This  cur- 
ious provision  was  meant  to  provide 
for  the  appointment  on  the  board  of 
F.  E.  Cleaveland  and  Mrs.  Emily  W. 
Foster.  They  were  appointed,  Mr. 
Cleaveland  being  the  secretary  and 
Mrs.  Foster  the  assistant  secretary. 
But  Mr.  Cleaveland  was  also  the 
head  of  the  private  corporation 
known  as  "The  Connecticut  Institute 
and  Industrial  Home  for  the  Blind," 
and  Mrs.  Foster  was  an  active  factor 
in  the  conduct  of  the  kindergarten. 
Double  relations  of  this  kind  are  al- 
ways confusing  at  the  least.  The 
board  of  education  of  the  blind  was 
given  power  to  take  blind  children 
anywhere  in  the  state  and  compel  their 
attend&nce  at  an  luatitutiou.  It  was 
given  the  power  to  contract  with  an: 
institution  for  th^Ir  training  and  main- 
tenance, and  in  contracting  with  the 
Connecticut  Institute  and  Industrial 
Home  for  the  Blin^  the  active  members 
of  the  board  w^ere  contracting  with  an 
institution  which  they  themselves  prac- 
tically controlled. 

It  must  be  clearly  understood  that 
we  mention  these  things  merely  to  il- 
lustrate the  peculiar  character  of  the 
undertaking  from  Its  inception.  The 
things  mentioned  are  merely  two  or 
three  out  of  a  large  number,  most  of 
which  are  worth  attention,  if  only  that 


no  natural  .j^ason  for  their  peculiarity 
is  discernible.  After  the  Industrial- 
Home  was  somewhat  established,  tlier.e 
were  money  troubles  which  the  mana<» 
gers  never  took  the  trouble  to  makf 
wholly  clear  to  the  public.  These  in- 
clude a  large  number  of  transfers  and 
retransfers  of  real  estate  which  caused 
comment  and  Inquiry.  These  and  other 
things  suggested  loose  business  meth- 
ods, and,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  there 
were  frequent  applications  for  more 
money,  one  being  to  pay  an  indebted- 
ness of  nearly  $15,000. 

In  conclusion  we  note  that  we  at- 
tempt no  more  at  present  than  to  sug- 
gest to  our  New  Haven  contemporary 
that  it  should  not  assume  that  the 
Hartford  papers  have  spoken  in  utter 
ignorance.  It  Is  doubtful  if  any  of  the 
gentlemen  whose  word  it  wishes  these 
papers  to  place  above  their  own,  in- 
formation knows  half  as  much  of  the 
peculiarities  of  the  case  as  the  news- 
papers which  have  followed  it  from  the 
outset.  Let  the  Register  obtain  the 
records  and  study  them  for  itself. 

IMSPECTION  OF 
/  BLIND  INSTITDTl 


Conference   of  the    Legislative     Com- 
mittee and  the  State  Board 
of  Education. 


ira     ^ 


THE    BILLS    NOT     REACHED. 


Why  Inspection  Was  Not  Committed 

to  the  Board  of  Education  at 

the  Session  in 

1895. 


'ffiHHH 


REFUSAL    OF    A  GUARANTEE. 


The  committee  on  education  of  the 
general  assembly  and  the  state  board 
of  education  had  a  conference,  Thurs- 
day afternoon,  on  the  bills  relating  to 


^'j.. 


education.     It  was  intended  to  have  ai 
discussion    on    the    bill    introduced    by  I 
Senator  Peck,  providing-  that  "the  right  | 
to  visit,  inspect  and  report  concerning 
the  Connecticut  Institute    and    Indus- 
trial Home  for  the   Blind  in   this   city 
shall  be  vested  in  the  board  of  educa- 
tion," but  the  conference  was  brought 
to  a  close  before  the  bill  was  reached. 
One  of  the  members  of  the  committee 
was  obliged  to  leave  to  catch  a  train, 
and  as  he  is  specially  interested  in  the 
bill  it  was  thought  best  not  to  discuss 
It  In  his  absence. 

Those  who  are  in  charge  of  the  man- 
agement of  the  Home  for  the  Blind  are 
desirous  of  having  the  institution 
placed  under  the  supervision  of  the 
state  board  of  education.  In  the  ses- 
sion of  1895  a  strong  effort  was  made 
to  vest  the  right  to  visit  and  inspect 
the  home,  and  to  supervise  its  manage- 
ment, in  the  state  board  of  education. 
It  would  have  succeeded  if  the  board  of 
education  had  been  able  to  give  a  satis- 
factory guarantee  that  it  would  provide 
a  position  for  Mr.  Frank  E.  Cleave- 
land,  who  for  years  had  been  prominent 
in  affairs  relating  to  the  care  of  the 
blind.  The  board  could  not  give  the 
guarantee,  nor  would  its  executive  of- 
ficers hold  out  any  promise  that  em- 
ployment would  be  found  for  Mr. 
Cleaveland. 

The  board  then,  as  now,  stood  ready 
to  carry  out  the  wishes  of  the  general 
assembly.  It  had  no  particular  desire 
to  add  to  its  duties  the  supervision  of 
the  Institute  for  the  Blind,  but,  if  the 
general  assembly  desired  it,  It  would 
undertake  to  see  that  the  institution 
w^as  managed  in  a  satisfactory  manner. 
In  this  connection  it  is  stated  that  in 
Massachusetts  there  is  a  disposition  to 
place  the  supervision  of  the  institu- 
tions for  the  blind  in  that  state  under 
the  state  board  of  charities.  The  state 
board  of  education  of  this  state  comes 
in  contact  with  blind  children, 
through  its  agents,  whose  duty  it  is  to 
see  that  children  attend  the  public 
schools.  But  owing  to  the  affliction 
which  the  little  ones,  deprived  of  their 
sight,  suffer,  the  ordinary  regulations 
relating  to  compulsory  attendance  at 
school  cannot  be  applied  to  them. 

There  are  a  number  of  measurev«5  be- 
fore the  general  assembly  in  relation  to 
the  education  of  the  blind.  Dr.  Hig- 
gins,  who  represents  the  town  of  Cov- 
entry, is  responsible  ,for  two.  One  ia 
house  bill  No.  379,  which  provides  for 
the  inspection  of  the  institution  by  the 
board  of  education  and  by  the  board  of 
education  for  the  blind.  The  othe« 
Higgins  bill.  No.  549,  specifically  ex- 
empts the  home  from  inspection  by  the 
state  board  of  charities.  The  bills  pro- 
pose   the    enactment    of    a    law    which 


!  would  at  once  bring  about  a  conflict  oIT 
authority  between  the  state  board  ot 
education  and  the  board  of  education: 
for  the  blind.  The  visiting  agents  of; 
the  former  might  see  in  the  histitution 
conditions      that      justified      criticism, 

:  while  the  representatives  of  the  latter 
might  not   see   anything  in   the   condi- 

!  tions  to  condemn. 

A  question  has  risen  as  to  the  pro- 
priety of  having  the  committee  on  edu- 
cation consider  any  measure  relating  to 
the  blind.  From  1893  to  1903  there  were 
thirty-two  bills,  resolutions  and  peti- 
tions introduced  in  the  general  assem- 
bly at  the  sessions  held  between  those 
years.  These  were  referred  to  com- 
mittees as  follows:  Judiciary,  1;  fi- 
nance, 1;  labor,  1,  but  recorhmitted  to 
the  committee  on  appropriations;  edu- 
cation, 2,  but  both  recommitted,  one  to 
the  committee  on  appropriations  and  the 
other  to  the  committee  on  humane  in- 
stitutions. The  remainder  of  the  thir- 
ty-two measures  were  referred  to  eithel 
the  committee  on  appropriations  or  th( 
committee  on  humane  institutions.  Th< 
appropriations  for  the  institution  ii 
1897,  1901  and  1903  were  made  unde 
separate  bills,  and  were  not  include* 
in  the  appropriation  for  education.  An* 
the  whole  amount  spent  to  aid  the  blin^ 
by  the  state  is  about  $275,000. 


ii^ 
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''VISIT';  NOT  INSPECTION, 

I  The  Hartford  Courant  points  out  that 
the  bill  to  inspect  the  blind  institution 
fs  a  proposition  to  do  something,  but  as 
a  matter  of  fact  accomplishes  nothing-. 
A.  private  institution,  drawing  money, 
from  the  state  treasury,  should  be  un- 
der the  most  rigorous  inspection  of 
state  officials.  "Public  money  is  a 
public  trust."    The  Courant  says: 

It  seems  that  the  much  vaunted  scheme 
'.o  "turn  over  the  care  of  the  blind  to 
:he  state  board  of  education"  is 'nothing: 
5f  the  sort.  It  is  simply  a  bill  authorizing 
:hat  board  to  visit  the  blind  institution. 
[t  does  not  -'ve  the  board  a  particle  of 
^ower  beyond  that  of  enteriuar  and  in- 
ipectinsr  the  premises.  If  the  members 
should  And  everything-  there  was  wrong, 
they  would  not  be  able  to  chanere  a  sinsrle 
aetail.  It  is  a  'Question  whether  they 
^ould  have  -^ny  risrht  to  report  the  fact. 
A.11  the  bill  arives  them  is  the  privilege  of 
['visiting-."  The  control  of  funds,  the  hii- 
Iner  of  employees,  all  the  business  wiii 
continue  in  the  hsnds  of  the  other  board. 
It  is  currently  understood  thaV  the  mem- 
bers of  the  state  board  of  education,  who 
know  "where  they  are  at"  most  of  the 
time,  have  ec'ven  notice  clearly  and  un- 
mistakably that  they  will  not  sit  by  and 
see  that  kind  of  mnmmerv  plaved.  They 
are  ready,  if  the  state  wishes,  to  add  the 
care  of  the  blind  to  their  other  duties, 
but  permission  to  ;s:o  visiting-  is  not  de- 
sired. A  powerless  supervision  is  wcwth- 
less  and  those  supposed  to  exercise  It 
would  tacitly  assume  a  resiponsibility 
which  they  mie:ht  regrret.  They  will  fis:ht 
[Such  a  move.  As  we  have  said  before. 
'Mary  Hall  is  to  walk  the  plank  any  way. 
Why  isn't  that  enouerh? 

The  board  of  education  (under  thia 
bill)  could  doubtless  report  to  gome- 
body  on  what  it  found,  but  it  is  given 
no  authority  beyond  that  of  making  a 
social  call.  ^ 

If  the  purpose  is  to  have  the  Institute 
and  Industrial  Home  for  the  Blind! 
placed  in  charge  of  the  state  board  of! 

!  education,  the  board  of  educatiorj  of  the 
blind  should  be  abolished  and  the 
transfer  of   power   made   efCective   and 

t  genuine. 


:!  I. 
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Don' t  Make  lliem  Feel  Like  Paupci^s, 

Urges  Miv  Cleave- 

land. 

Washington,  D,  C,  Fel>  27,  1905.  | 
An  Open  Lettei'  to  the  Chairman  ancj 

Members  of  the  Comniittee  on' Edti-i 

cation  of  the   General  ,Assembly\p| 

the  State  of  Connecticut: 

I  have  just  listened  to  a  report  of 
the  hearing  before  your  honorable, 
body  on  a  bill  to  relieve  the  InstituV 
tion  for  the  Blind  of  the  State  of  Con- 
necticut from  corning  under  the  juris- 
diction  of  the  State  Board  of  Char- 
ities, and  with  your  permission  I  de- 
sire to  place  before  you  for  your  con- 
sideration an  additional  point  not 
made  before  you  at  the  hearing— ^or  at 
least  not  reported. 

Please  ask  yourselves  the  question] 
"For  what  purpose,  and  to  yvhat  endj 
was  tlje  Institution  for  the^  jpilin,d 
created^?  Was  it  to  be  merely  an  as- 
sylum  to  care  for  and  su]^ort  the  In- 
digent blind;  or  was  it  f  orlhe  purpose^ 
of  so  instructing  ail  of  the  blind  thai 
they  should  have  an"  opportunity  of 
rising  above  the  helpless  conditlpn  in 
which  their  affliction  has  placed  them, 
and  become  self-reliant,  self-respect- 
ing and  self-sustaining  members  of 
society?" 

If  this  is  the  object,  Is  It  not  a  part 
of  their  education  to  Instil  in  their 
minds  the  idea  that  It  Is  possible  for 
thorn  to  realize  their  hopes  and  aspira- 
tions in  this  particular? 

Tfour  children  are  dependent  upon 
you  for  their  support  during  the  pe- 
riod of  their  education.  Do  you  think 
that  it  would  advance  them  continu- 
ally to  remind  them  of  their  depend- 
ence, and  even  to  class  them  with 
jjaupers?  Cannot  the  State,  then,  be 
gracious  enough  to  regard  Its  blind 
wards  in  the  light  of  children  needing 
encouragement?  Is  It  the  part  of 
wisdom  to  break  down  a  proper  pride 
which  Is  one  of  the  essential  parts  of 
their  education,  and  labor  to  defeat 
the  very  object  and  purpose  of  the 
institution,    simply  to   griatify   the   dfe- 


I  sire  on  the  part  of  some  people  of;  tlie 
State  to  compei  these  blind  war(as  to 
i  acknowledge  themselvea  miserable  de^ 
penslents? 

Ag^in,  if  this  institution  is  finally  -tO 
wear  the  badge  of  an  asylum  for  a  ds^ 
pendent  class,  do  you  not  see  that  par-' 
I  ents  having  blind  children  who  should 
reap  the  advantage  of  the  State.,  in^t 
stitution,  might  feel  inclined  to  with- 
hold from  them  the  training  so  neeef7 
sary  for  their  .future  happiness  Mxid 
welfare,  rather. than  send  them  to  an 
Institution  so  stigmatized?  Why  ,n,of, 
then,  follow  the  example  of  Massa,- 
chusetts,  which  has  relieved  its  biind 
wards  from  this  millstone  around  their 
necks  and  given  them  a  chance  ,Jt.c 
hold  up  their  heads  with  the  pupils 
of  the  public  and  normal  schools  oj 
our  land  ? 

Again,  the  legislative  enactment 
which  created  the  State  Board  of. Ed- 
ucation for  the  Blind  and  provided  thf 
per  capita  allowance  for  these  Stat< 
wards,  is  classified  as  an  educationa 
measure,  thus  showing  the  original  in- 
tention of  the  General  Assembly;  anc 
it  only  remains  for  you  to  uphold  tJieli 
manifest  intention. 

The  educated  and  progressive  b^n^ 
everywhere  will  thank  you  and  bleiSi 
you ;  for  taking  such  a  stand  4n  a  eaus< 
which  needs  all  the  encouragement  o 
true  and  generQUs  friend9^.v 

J  have  the  honor,  gen1,iemen^  to  re 
^nairi:,  ,  ■   '.,  ,    ■;:■■., 

Most  sincerely  and  hopefully  jyour^,: 
■  .  F.  E.  CLEAVELAN^^' 


'W^M^*'  ' 


KEW    HAVEN^  -  REGmTEB.- 
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HELEN  KELLER 

APPEALS 

TO  CONNECTICUT 


In  Protest  Against  the 
Classification  of  Blind 
Scholars    as    Paupers. 


'      Considerable    pressure    is    now    being 
brought  upon  the  state  legislature  for 
the   classification  of  blind   scholars  no 
longer  vaider  the  department  of  chari- 
ties, but  under  the  department  of  edu- 
cation.    In  this  connection  The   Regis- 
i  ter    today   prints    two    letters   of    more 
than  ordinary  interest,  one  from  Helen 
I  Keller,  the  other  from  F.  E.  Cleaveland, 
I  secretary  of  the  Columbia  Polytechnic 
I  Institute    for     the    Blind   at    Washing- 
ton. D.  C. 

Miss  Keller,  whose  remarkable  life 
has  attracted  worldwiae  •  attention, 
makes  an  appeal  direct  from  the  heart 
for  legislation  along  progressive  lines. 
She  writes  to  a  Connecticut  friend  as 
I  follows: 

I  "Wrentliam,  Mass. 

"My   Dear   Friend: 

"I   am    pleased     to   have   this  oppor- 
tunity to   write   a  protest   against  the 
[  classification  of  the  Connecticut  Instl- 
1  tute   for  the   Blind    with    penitentiaries 
and  asylums  for  paupers.     I  have  fol- 
lowed witii  deep  interest  the  noble,  dis- 
interested, efflcient  work  of  the  institu- 
,  tion,    and    I    honor     the   courage    with 
I  which  its  directors  have  continued  their 
efforts    in   the   face   of   prejudice,    pov- 


I 


erty   and   indifference.      I   only    regret 

that  I  cannot  come  and,  with  my  own 

voice,  help  you  to  show  the  Connecti- 

I  cut     leg-islature  the     true     educational 

'  character  of  the  institution. 

"It  is  log-ically  right  and  necesssary 
that  the  school  for  the  blind  should  be 
classified  witli  the  educational  institu- 
tions of  the  state.  It  is  not  a  charit- 
able Institution  for  the  care  and  sup- 
port of  a  dependent,  pauper  class,  but 
is  a  school  which  gives  the  blind  the 
education  that  the  state  owes  to  all 
its  children,  it  is  a  school  which  tries 
to  -place  the  blind  on  a  level  with  the 
seeing.  Blind  children  are  not.  or 
ought  not  to  be,  dependent  on  charity 
any  more  than  the  pupils  of  the  neigh- 
boring' public  schools.  It  is  true  that 
the  blind  need  a  great  deal  of  public 
md  private  aid,  but  it  is  equally  true 
)f  their  seeing  fellows.  The  only  dif- 
erence  between  the  two  classes  is  that 
t  takes  more  time  and  effort,  and  so 
osts  more  to  give  the  blind  an  edu- 
ation  and  teach  them  to  work,  for  the 
»lind  must  use  the  sense  of  touch  while 
>ther  people  use  their  eyes.  It  is  to 
ITeet  the  peculiar  limitations  of  the 
3lind  that  special  institutions  are  es- 
■ablished  for  their  instruction. 

"If  the  Connecticut  institution  is  in- 
tended to  educate  the  blind  so  that 
they  may  think  intelligently  and  work 
like  their  fellow  citizens,  it  ought  to  be 
under  tlie  supervision  of  a  state  board 
of  education.  It  is  to  be  presumed  that 
a  board  which  is  interested  in  educa- 
tional matters  is  more  competent  to 
visit,  inspect  and  report  upon  a  school 
for  the  blind  than  the  best  board  of 
charities  in  the  world.  The  blind  child 
demands  an  education  from  the  state 
as  his  right,  and  not  as  a  charity.  A 
State  that  puts  any  branch  of  its  edu- 
cation on  other  than  an  educational 
basis  is  un-American.  Justice  requires 
the  change  of  the  status  of  the  Con- 
necticut school,  and  sentiment  demands 
it.  too.  To  class  the  able-bodied,  ac~ 
liVe  blind  pupils  with  the  feeble- 
minded; the  degenerate,  the  idle,  the 
criminal  and  the  pauper  robs  the  blind 
of  their  sense  of  equality  as  citizens, 
and  adds  to  their  burden  of  darkness 
the  more  intolerable  humiliation  of  in- 
feriority and  dependence.  Thus  the  in- 
telligent blind  who  can  work  come  to 
be  disparaged,  and  lose  the  dignity  of 
self-respect  which  is  the  right  of  their 
manhood  and  womanhood.  I  cannot  sit 
still  while  they  suffer  from  this  glar- 
ing injustice.  I  protest  against  it,  and 
the  directors  of  schools  for  the  blind 
all  over  the  country  must  have  pro- 
tested against  it,  and  public  opinion  has 
echoed  their  protest. 

'Massachusetts  and  18  other  states 
rt'gard  the  work  of  educating  the  blind 
and  the  deaf  as  an  essential  part  of 
ihe  great  educational  system  which 
each  commonwealth  has  built  up,  and 


:©lf  which  each  i^WI^Sy'lroud.  ,1  am', 
jblind    and   deaf   t6o,    and   I  owe   all   I  i 
ihav©.  all  that  I  am,  to  the  g«nerosity,  , 
*:,indness,      patience,      se.f -sacrifice     of  ' 
jothers.    But  I  refuse  to  be  regarded  as  I 
lan  object  of  charity,  and  I  resent  the  I 
linsult  which  the  Hartford  Courant  has 
seen  fit  to  print.    What  strange  blind- 
ness  has   befallen   the  ey^s  of   editor? 
who    do    not    see    that    three    hundred  \ 
dollars  spent  to  educate  a  blind  child' 
Is  precisely  like  three  hundred  dol  ars3 
'spent   to   educate  a   seeing  child,   that 
i  money  appropriated  to  teach  the  blind 
lis  not  different  from  money  spent  for  a 
normal    school,    an    art    school,    a    col- 
llege  of  agriculture. 

I  "There  are  none  of  us  so  blind  as  see- 
ing people  who  will  not  see,  and  I  find 
jthat  the  Hartford  Courant  and  the 
Springfield  Republican  have  more  than 
their  share  of  the  mentally  blind  'who 
try  to  give  advice  about  the  physically 
blind.  But  we  whose  eyes  are  closed; 
to  the  light  of  day  refuse  to  be  led  by  j 
those  who,  having^  their  eyes  open,  yet 
see  not.  The  blind  person  of  spirit, 
whose  lot  it  is  to  live  in  a  just  and  in- 
iteiligent  community,  stands  up,  undis- 
mayed by  his  limitations,  and  says,  *I 
am  a,  man.  I  have  both  mind  and 
jstrength.  J  am  able  and  eager  to  work. 
jTeach  me,  train  me  to  work  as  be- 
comes a  man,  and  the  state  shall  not 
repent  the  dolla.rs  that  my  education 
ha.s  cost  her.' 

"How  I  wish  I  could  be  with  you.  It 
is  a   great   disappointment   to   me   not 
to  be  able  to  speak  in  a  cause  that  is 
so  near  to  me.     But  I  am  with  you  in 
your  work,   and   your  success  will   be 
precious    to    me.      Succeed     you    must 
sooner  or     later,    for  no   one     appeals 
more   strongly    to    the   instinct   of  our 
people  to  help  than  the  brave,  upright 
f blind  man  who  asks  of  his  fellowma^n 
no   boon   of  charity,   but     on'y  a   fair 
chance  to  be  independent  and  self-re- 
ispecting   and   useful    to    his     common- 
wealth. Sincerely  yours, 
\     (Signed),  "HELEN  KELLER." 
'     F.    E.    Cleaveland,    secretary    of    the 
i  Columbia  Polytechnic  Institute  for  the 
i Blind,  of  Washington,  D.  C,  has  sent 
ko  The  Register  the  following  open  let- 
jter   to  the  committee  on  education  of 
ithe  Connecticut   general  assembly:         i 
1      _  "Washington,  D.  C;    Feb.  37.  1905. 
"An  open  letter  to  the  chairman  and 
members  of  the    committee  on  educa- 
tion of  the     general     assembly  of   the 
state   of   Connecticut. 

"I  have  just  listened  to  a  report  of 
the  hearing  before  your  honorable  body 
on  a  bill  to  relieve  the  InsLitaciOn  lor 
the  ^lind  of  the  state  of  Connecticut 
f7"om  coming  under  the  jurisdiction  of 
the  state  board  of  charities,  and  with 
your  permission,  I  desire  to  place  be- 
fore vou  for  your  con^-jiueration,  an  ad- 
ditional point  not  made  before  you  at 
the  hearing— or  at  least  not  reported. 
"Please  ask  yourselves  the   question, 


*For  what  purpose,  and  to  what  end 
was  the  Institution  for  the  Blind  cre- 
ated? Was  it  to  be  merely  an  asylum 
to  care  for  and  support  the  indigent 
blind;  or  was  it  for  the  purpose  of  so 
instrucUng  all  of  the  blind  that  they 
Should  have  an  opportunity  of  rising 
above  th^  helpless  condition  in  which 
their  ajffliction  has  placed  them,  and 
"become  self-reliant,  self-respecting  and 
self-sustaining  members  of  society?' 

"If    thiv^    is    the    object,    is    it    not    a' ! 
part  of  their  education  to  instil  in  their 
minds  the  idea  that  it  is  possible  for  i 
them  to  realize  their  hopes  and  aspir-  j 
ations  in  this  particular?  i 

"Tour  children  are  dependent  upon 
you  for  their  support  during  the  period 
of  their  education.  Do  you  think  that 
it  would  advance  them  continually  to 
remind  them  of  their  dependence,  and 
even  to  class  them  with  paupers?  Can- 
not the  state,  then,  be  gracious  enough 
to  regard  its  blind  wards  in  the  light 
of  children  needing  encouragement?  Is 
it  the  part  of  wisdom  to  break  down  a 
proper  pride  which  is  one  of  the  essen- 
tial Dsrts  of  their  education,  and  labor 
to  defeat  the  very  object  and  purpose 
of  the  institution,  simply  to  gratify  the 
desire  on  the  part  of  some  people  of  the 
state  to  compel  these  blind  wards  to 
acknowledge  themselveg  miserable  de- 
pendents? 

"Again,  if  this  institution  is  finally  to 
wear  the  badge  of  an  asylum  for  a  de- 
pendent class,  do  3^ou  not  see  that  par- 
ents having  blind  children  who  should 
reap  the  advantage,  of  the  state  insti- 
tution might  feel  inclined  to  withhold 
;irom  them  the  training  so  necessary  for 
their  future  happiness  and  welfare, 
rather  than  send  them  to  an  institu- 
tion so  stigmatised?  Why  not,  then, 
follow  the  example  of  Massachusetts, 
which  has  relieved  its  blind  wards  from 
this  millstone  around  their  necks,  and 
given  them  a  chance  to  hold  up  their  | 
heads  with  the  pupils  of  the  public,  and 
norm3,l  schools  of  our  land?  i 

"Again,      the     legislative     enactment' 
which  created  the  state  board  of  edu-  \ 
cation  for   the  blind,   and  provided  for  I 
the  per  capita  allowance  for  these  state 
wards,    is   classified   as   an   educational  [ 
measure,  thus  showing  the  original  in- 
tention of  the  general  assembly;  and  it 
only    remains    for   you    to    uphold    this 
manifest  intention. 

"The  educated  and  progressive  blind! 
everywhere  will  thank  you  and  bless  i 
you  for  taking  such  a  stand  in  a  cause 
which  needs  all  the  encouragement  of 
generous  and  true  friends.  \ 

"I  have  the  honor,  gentlemen,   to  re- 1 

main,  j 

"Most  sincerely  and  hopefully  yours.         | 

"F.  E.  CDBAVjBI^AND."      i 
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Last  nighfc  at  the    Connecticut    Insti- 
tute for  the  Blind  at  1,205  Asylum     av- 
enue,  there  were  42  little    children    pre- 
!  paring    foe    their    struggles    with     the 
I  world  and  courageously  trying  to    over- 
!  oome  the  great  misrortune  that  has    be- ; 
!  fallen  them.     Hartford  has  the   distinc-  j 
I  tion  of  being  the  first  city,  probably    in  ' 
I  the  world,  to  extend  to  sightless    babies 
the  opportunity  to  begin  at  the    earliest 
months  in   life   a    systematic    training, 
!  this  city  being    nationally    creaited    as 
I  opening,  in  a  small  way,  the  first    nur- 
sery for  blind  children    known    in    this 
country. 

It  is  Truly  Pitiable  to  See  These 

little  sightless  ones,  thirsting  for 
knowledge,  and  eagerly  drinking  in  all 
imparted  to  them  by  their  patient  teach- 
ers. They  take  as  rei,dily  to  study  as 
their  more  fortunate  brothers  and  sis- 
ters, and  one  little  child  living  at  tho 
home  kisses  the  green  grass  '•goodj 
night"  every  evening  before  retiring. 
They  have  been  torn,  in  many  cases,  \ 
from  their  nomes,  where  it  has  taken 
some  time  to  convince  their  parents 
that  It  is  necessary  for  their  welfare 
that  they  receive  instruction,  like  chil- 
dren who  are  not  blind,  and  only  the 
parents  know  how  hard  it  has  been 

■To  Part  With  the  Afflicted  Child. 

The  cry  of  the  mother  heart ,  is,  "Oh, 
that  it  might  be  any,  yes,  even  all  the 
others,  rather  than  our  blind  darling. ' ' 

Last  night  at  the  home  on  Asylum  av- 
enue the  children  were  enjoying  them- 
selves as  would  any  children  whose  lot 
in  life  had  been  more  fortunate.  They 
seem  to  be  perfectly  happy  in  their 
home,  after  the  first  parting  from  their 
parents  is  forgotten,  and,  thanns  to  the 
natural  law  governing  children,  they 
soon  become  used  to  their  new  sur- 
roundings. They  seem  especially  fond 
of  music,  and  take  a  great  delight  in 
becoming  proficient  in  both  the  instru- 
mental and  vocal.  The  gymnasium  is 
also  a  source  of  constant  delight  and  is 
very  helpful,  for  it  is  generally  conced- 
ed that  the  health  ana  physical  condi 
tion  of  the  blind  is  liable  to  be  more 
feeble  than  of  their 

Brothers  and  Sisters  Who  Can  See. 

At  the  Department  of  Trades  at  334 
Wethersfield  avenue  the  work  is  carried 
on  among  the  adult  blind.  There  tney 
are  taugnt  many  useful  branches  which 
will  enable  them  to  earn  a  respectable 
livelihood.  About  80  per  cent  of  the 
blind  become  so  after  reaching    the    age 


ot  maturity,  and  for  that  reason  the  de- , 
partment  of  trades  is  ot  the  greatest  im- 1 
portance.  If  a  young  man  or  woman  \ 
becomes  blind  after  reaching  manhood 
or  womanhood,  what  is  the  fate  in  store 
for  them  if  they  have  no  knowledge  ot 
some  , 

Practical  "Way  of  Earning:  a  liivlng. 

At  this  department  everything  seemed, 
to  be  progressing  in  a  most  satisfactory! 
manner,  last  evening.  After  the  thor-  \ 
ough  training  received  at  this  depart- 1 
ment,  the  less  fortunate  ot  God's  chil-' 
dren  need  not  feel  utterly  without  hope, 
for  the  neat  work  aone  by  them  is  in 
demand  in  the  busy  world.  j 

The  history  of  the  small  beginning  | 
from  which  the  present  institution 
grew  came  about  in  a  rather  odd  way. 
To  those  who  have  been  instrumental  in 
bringing  the  good  work  to  its  present 
proportions,  it  nas  always  seemed  that 
the  Father  ot  All  was  pointing  a  way 
to  lead  these  poor 

liittle  Ones  Out  of  Mental  Darkness. 
One  autumn  day  in  1888,  Mrs.  Emily 
Wells  Foster,  secretary  of  the  board  of 
education  for  the  blind  at  the  present 
time,  was  groping  her  way  through  a  | 
dark  passage  of  a  Hartford  tenement 
house.  She  stumbled  over  a  child,  a 
little  Italian  boy  about  seven  years  of 
age.  After  assuming  that  she  had  not 
hurt  him,  she  inquired  into  his  condi- 
tion, and  found  that  he  was  feeble  in 
body  and  somewhat  deformed,  and  that 
his  lite  was  absolutely  devoid  of  inter- 
est and  occupation.  She  at  once  deter- 
mined to  do  something  for  \  his  relief, 
but  was  hrst  obliged  to  learn  enough 
Italian  to  be  able  to  communicate  with 
him.  He  learned  to  take  such  an  inter 
est  in  her  visits,  that  she  soon  took  him 
to  her  home,  first  for  a  day,  then  for 
several  days  at  a  time.  He  soon  learned 
to  take  an  intense  interest  in  the  fields, 
the  birds  and  tne  flowers 

And  Wa»  Wonderfully  Responsive  to  Her 

efforts  to  teach  him.  At  that  time 
tnere  was  no  institute  in  this  city  in 
which  to  place  him,  but  in  11  months 
he  had  so  far  improved  as  to  be  able  to 
enter  the  kindergarten  tor  the  blind, 
connected  with  the  Perkins  institute  of 
Boston.    . 

Mrs.  Foster's  interest  in  this  dear  lit- 
tle fellow  naturally  turned  her  atten- 
tion to  the  blind  of  the  city,  and  she 
soon  made  the  acquaintance  ot  over  50 
blind  people  ot  every  age  and  condition.  I 
She  soon    realized    the    great    injustice  I 


toeing  done  these  people,  after  being 
born  into  the  world  so  severely  handi- 
cappea,  and  with  nothing  being  done 
for  the  improvement  of  their  minds. 
Up  to  this  time  30  children  were  sent 
to  iJoston  by  the  state  of  Connecticut, 
and  when  the  20  had  been  disposed  of, 
no  matter  how  worthy  the  case,  another 
would  not  be  sent  by  the  state  until  one 
of 

Tlxe  Others  Had  Left  the  School. 

It  soon  became  apparent  that  the 
minds  of  many  children  had  been  ne- 
glected until  they  had  become  almost 
imbecile.  Others,  while  not  imbecile, 
had  been  so  neglected  in  regard  to  their 
minds,  as  not  to  be  eligible  to  the  Bos- 
ton institution.  {Still  others,  while  too 
young  to  suffer  from  a  neglected  mind, 
endured  great  pain  and  injury  from 
physical  neglect.  One  of  these  children 
lived  for  a  year  and  a  half  in  the  home 
of  the  kind-hearted  benefactor,  and  the 
great  benefit  derived  from  her  care  of 
him  often  made  her  wish  for  a  modest 
home  where  these  little  tots  could  be 
gatnered  together. 

In  October,  1893,  the  little 

Old  House  at  57  Kenyon  Sti'eet 

was  engaged,  and  on  the  11th  of  No 
vember  of  the  same  year  there  was 
brousht  to  the  nursery  from  a  nearby 
city  the  first  litfcle  child,  about  four 
vears  of  age.  He  had  been  deserted  by 
his  mother,  and  was  an  object  of  com- 
passion. His  mind  was  in  a  confused 
state,  and  he  chattered  all  the  time,  but 
!  with  no  reference  to  anything  in  partic- 
ular. He  merely  repeated  talk  he  had 
heard,  of  whion  profane  expressions 
formed  a  large  part.  It  took  months  to 
get  his  mind  into  such  a  state  that  he 
could  answer  a  question  intelligently, 
ana  there  is  no  doubt  but  that  he  would 
have  suffered  in  after  years  from  an  en- 
feebled intellect  it  he  had  been  neglected 
a  month  longer.  He  is  now  a  bright 
and  interesting  child,  taking  a  deep  in- 
terest in  all  that  pertains  to  the  great 
world  in  which  he  lives. 

Another  dear  little  fellow,  the  son  of 
an  Italian  widow,  with  several  other 
children  depending  upon  her,  was 
brought  here  from  Waterbury.  He  was 
a  handsome  child,  even  reminding  ar- 
tists of  the  beautiful  cherubs  such  as 
are  seen  in  the  Italian  masterpieces 
He  had  a  sweet  voice,  winning  wavs 
and  a  lovely  disposition,  but  nis  poor 
eyes  had  been  neglected, 

While  Suffering  With  Ophthalmia. 
Seven  children  in  all  were  taken    into 
this  little  home,  one  fully  as    pitiful   as 
the  others.     One  of  these  was  a    partio- 


ularly  sad  case,  owing  to  the  aare  ot  the 
boy.  He  was  a  native  of  Litohlleld 
county,  and  at  the  age  of  two  years  he 
iost  his  eyesight  by  an  accident,  and 
three  years  later  it  was  thought  neces- 
sary to  remove  one  eye.  He  had  been 
so  neglected,  that  his  mind  was  almost 
idiotic,  and  he  had  almost  lost  the  pow- 
er or  habit  of  talking.  It  was  impos- 
sible to  take  him  into  the  little  nursery 
at  this  time,  as  with  only  one  person  in 
charge  the  task  was  too  great  to  assume 
charge  of  such  a  neglected  child. 

Another  Child  Had  Been  Beaten 
and  starved  by  his  stepfather,  and  was 
in  a  most  pitiable  condition.  He  was 
"awful  good,"  as  he  expressed  it,  from 
the  beginning,  and  is  now  a  most  prom- 
ising boy.  He  was  brought  from  an 
firistocratic  old  town  in  the  state,  where 
his  parents  resided  in  a  hovel. 

The  home  at  Kenyon  street  became 
so  crowded  that  it  became  necessary  to 
look  tor  larger  quarters,  which  was  no 
easy  task  when  the  lack  of  money  was 
considered.  They  were  tirjally  found  at 
1,205  Asylum  avenue  and  the  terras 
were  made  so  liberal  as  to  time  of  pay- 
ment tnat  It  was  finally  fitted  up,  and 
while  it  has  not  the  facilities  of  an  in- 
stitution D?iilt  for  the  purpose,  it  is 
quite  commodioua. 

"The  boy  of  whom  we  have  already 
spoken,  tor  whom  we  could  make  no 
room  on  account  of  his  condition,  was 
then  brought  to  the  institution,"  said 
one  of  the  instructors  last  evening. 
"He  was  at  this  time  10  years  of  age. 
and  had  been  neglected  to  such  an  ex- 
tent that  he  ate  like  an  animal  instead 
of  a  civilized  child.  Instead  ot  rocking 
all  day  long,  and  taking  no  interest  in 
his  surroundings,  he  now  keens  busy 
with  the  simjDler  kinas  of  kindergarten 
work.  He  also  takes  a  deep  interest  in 
different  objects  in  a  room,  as  any  nor- 
mal child  would  do. " 

One  I>ear  Little  Tot  of  Six  Years 
who  came  from  Meriden,  has  given  great 
pleasure  at  the  institution  this  year. 
On  account  ot  his  blindness,  his  mother 
thought  the  bed  the  safest  place  for 
him,  and  the  consequences  were  that  he 
was  hardly  able  to  stand  alone.  He  was 
pale,  and  his  muscles  were  flabby,  as 
was  to  be  expected  trom  the  treatment 
he  received.  The  vigorous  but  gentle 
treatment  of  the  matron  soon  enabled 
him  to  stand.  In  three  months  he  could 
walk  naturally,  and  .could  also  take  his 
place  in  the  kindergarten,  and  sing  as 
sweetly  as  the  ofcher  little  ones.  The 
color  has  come  int^  his  cheeks.  ■  and  it 
he  awakens  in  the  night  he  is  so  happy 
he  sings,  "Ring,  ring,  happy  bells." 


j  There  Are  Many  others  Who  Have 

come  from  good  homes,  and  have  had 
nothing  harmful  befall  them  with  the 
exception  ot  that  worst  of  all  afflictions, 
loss  of  sight.  In  spite  of  all,  there  is^ 
as  much  genuine  happiness  among  the 
blind  as  among  their  more  fortunate 
!  brothers  and  sisters. 

Those  who  have  graduated  trom  the 
institute  on  Wetherstield  avenue  are 
self-supporting  and  respectable.  They 
take  a  special  interest  in  inusic  and  the 
Hartfora  Conservatory  of  Music  granted 
a  tree  scholarship  to  one  of  the  voung 
men,  he  having  passed  the  same  test  as 
the  seeing  graduates.  Another  of  the 
Connecticut  pupils  is  a  Hartford  man, 
and  he  has  established  himself 

On  Main  Street  in  This  City 

as  a  tuner  and  teacher  of  music.  Many 
are  also  proficient  in  different  trades, 
and  one  young  woman  has  completed 
her  course  in  shampooing  ana  massage, 
and  has  received  a  certificate,  she  hav- 
ing been  under  the  tuition  of  a  profes- 
sional. She  will  soon  open  an  establish- 
ment in  Milford,  Conn. 

It  is  very  interesting  to  see  the  young 
women  at.  work  m  the  printing  ofiice, 
where  folding,  machine  stitching  and 
feeding  the  presses  is  successfully  ac- 
complished.    Broom-making  is  a 

Favorite  Trade  of  the  Adult  Blind. 
There  is  very   little    they      cannot      ac- 
complish if  properly  taught. 

While  blindness  is  not  on  the  in- 
crease, but  rather  on  the  decrease,  the 
I  increasing  population  of  course  causes 
la  greater  number  of  blind  people. 
Much  is  being  done  in  these  days  to 
save  the  sight,  with  the  result  that  in 
proportion  to  the  number  ot  people  the 
number  of  sightless  has  decreased  re- 
markably. 

In  conversing   with    one    of    the    in- 
structors at   the    Connecticut    Institute 
for  the  Blind  last  evening,  it  was  said: 
"At  the  present  time  about  one  in  every 
900  are  blind.  ' ' 

Altogether  too  little  is  known  here  in 
Hartford  of  the  great  work  that  is  be- 
ing done  by  the  institution  in  this  city. 
Self-supporting  men  and  women  are 

Being:  Developed  From  a  Dark  World 

that  until  this  work  was  begun  meant 
life  of  torture. 

A  very  sad  case  of  a  boy  who  had 
reached  the  age  ot  13  years  before  there 
was  any  place  where  he  would  be  re- 
ceived occurred  in  this  city.  This  boy 
was  not  only  blind,  but  unable  to  stand 
erect  without  assistance,  having  never 
walked  except  upon  his  hands  and  feet. 
In  infancy  there  had  evidently  been  a 
lack  of  strength  in  his  legs.       His    par- 


eiits  were  too  much  occuijied  with  the 
vain  attempt  to  obtain  sight  for  him  to 
attena  sufficiently  to  any  other  detect. 
In  their  excessive  tenderness  tliey  treat- 
ed him  still  at  13  years  of  age  liie  a  lit- 
tle child,  and  had  made  no  effort  to  de- 
velop his  mind.  A  great  deal  has  been 
done  for  him,  but  after  a  year  and  a 
halt  of  the  best  care  he  can  scarcely 
walk  on  crutches  without  assistance. 
His  mental  progress  has  been  discour- 
agingly  slow. 

Another  Arrival  at  the  IVursery 

was  an  orphan  colored  girl,  about  12 
years  old,  from  Hartford.  Her  sur- 
roundings had  been  about  as  bad  as  they 
could  he.  It  required  the  combined  au- 
thority of  the  truant  officer,  the  Hu- 
mane society's  agent,  and  the  board  ot 
education  to  get  her  away  from  her 
vicious  relatives.  She  was  not  iltted  toxr 
the  Boston  school. 

Another  interesting  case  is  that  of  a 
little  ffirl  who  was  "brought  to  the  insti- 
tute from  New  Britain.  She  had  been 
two  months  in  bed  with  severe  ophthal- 
mia But  cleanliness  and  good  care 
soon  relieved  her  srreatly,   and 

One  Fair  of  Kyes  Were  Saved 
which  the  occulist  said  must  soon  have 
been  ruined  but  for  the  nursery.  He 
directed,  however,  that  she  be  kept 
here  a  year  in  order  that  the  cure 
might  be  confirmed, 

During  the  last  few  days  The  Globe 
has  investigated  the  conditions  thor- 
oughly. In  Charles  H.  Jones,  superin- 
tendent of  the  trade  school  on  Wethers- 
field  avenue.  Hartford,  has  one  of  the 
most  distinguished  educators  of  youth 
in  this  country,  Mr.  Jones  is  a  clergy- 
man and  conies  from  the  old  abolition 
leaders  from  Massachusetts.  For  40 
years  he  has  been  the  personal  friend, 
and  highly  esteemed,  by  that  patriotic 
colony  in  the  vicinity  of  Boston.  He 
is  a  cousin  of  the  late  John  G.  Whittier, 
and  owns  one  of  the  old-time  residences 
in  Amesbury,   Mass. 

His  daughter.  Miss  Alice  Jones,  be- 
came interested  in  the  eaucation  of  the 
blind  after  leaving  college,  and  as  it 
was  to  be  her  life  work, 

She  Influenced  Her  Father  to  Take  ' 
up  the  work  in  Hartford.  Although 
Mr.  Jones  had  other  imneliing  inter- 
ests, he  came  to  this  city,  as  his  daugh- 
ter's solicitation,  about  tour  years  ago, 
and  gave  his  services,  receiving  for  the 
first  year  about  $600,  and  relinquishing 
an  income  of  about  1 1,800.  Beoently 
Rev.  Mr.  Jones  influential  Boston 
friends  have  been  endeavoring  to  per- 
suade him  to  return  to  his  home,  and 
he  had  had  a  very  flattering    otter    from 


I  the  Quakdr  Friends    society    to    become 
I  head  master  of  an    educational    institu- 
tion conducted  by  that  state  in  the  Holy 
Land. 

I  When  asked  last  evening  if  he  intend- 
'  ed  to  remain  in  Hartford,  Rev.  Mr. 
I  Jones  said:  "As  a  minister  of  the  gos- 
pel, i  believe  it  Is  my  duty  to  stay 
I  where  I  am  most  needed, 
!  And  I  Shall  Remain  in  Chargre  of  the  Work 
i-as  long  as  1  think  my  services  are  do- 
I  ing  any  good.  ' ' 

In  speaking  of  the  trade  school,  Mr. 
[Jones  says:  "During  the  last  two  years 
I  we  had  46  different  blind  people  in  at- 
j tendance;  38  men  and  18  women.  Of 
these  39  were  state  pupils.  At  the  pres- 
ent time  we  number  y.'J,  21  being  state 
jpupils.  Oi  tiie  remaining  11,  three  are 
from  Massachusetts,  their  board  being 
I  paid  by  their  friends,  and  eight  are  em- 
ployes of  the  institution.  In  employ- 
jing  help  preference  is  always  given  to 
!any  of  our  gr>?duates  who  are  capable 
and  de  serving.  " 
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m.  THM  €AKE  FOK  THE  BLIND. 

We  had  occasion  the  other  day  to 
express  surprise  at  the  attitude  ,of  the 
Hai-tford  newspapers  toward  the  insti- 
tutioii  for  the  blind,  which  the  state 
atds  with  a  libei-al  appropriation.  We 
did  so  with  more  than  ordinary  reluct- 
ance because  the  fact  is,  on  the  whole, 
well  established,  that,  though  as  hu- 
man as  all  mortal  institutions,  our 
contemporaries  there  are  to  be  hon- 
orably classified  among  the  really  im- 
potent agencies  of  Kew^  E'ngland  in 
this  section  of  tli3  country.  Even  so, 
however,  their  attitude  toward  the  in- 
»titution,  which  cares  for  the  blind  for 
the  purpose  of  educating  them  to  be- 
come self-supporting  continue  to  be 
remarkable,  in  that  they  insist  upon 
pleading  from  a  prejudice,  which  is  or 
Is  not  w^ell  founded,  instead  of  calmly 
and  dispassionately  discussing  what  is 
best  now  to  be  done  for  its  further  as- 
sistance, whether  mistakes  of  judg- 
ment have  or  ha^•o  not  heevi  made  in 
the  past. 


The  TmiRs  of  that  city  politely  re- 
sents and  calls  upon  us  to  inquire  into 
the  history  of  the  legislation  which 
marked  the  beginning  of  the  enter-  i 
prise  of  earing  for  the  blind.  We  take 
the  following  extract  from  its  reply  to 
our  comments  as  an  illustration  of  the 
attitude  to  which  we  object,  and  to 
which  objection  has  been  made  by 
well-known  and  eminent  citizens  of 
Hartford,  who  are  as  well  qualified  to 
pass  judgment  upon  the  general  insti- 
tution as  either  the  Times  or  The  Reg-! 
ister.      It    says:       'And    here    we   must 


ask    The    Regislei-    to    distinguish    be 
tween  the  school  for  children  on  Asy 
lum   avenue  and   the    home   for  adult 
blind   on  WIethersfleld  avenue.      Their 
connection  is    an    almost    inextricable 
tangle,  but  substantially  the  former  is 
in  charge  of  several  ladies  of  the  high- 
est standing,   who  could  not   conceive 
the   idea   of  making   money    out   of   i'; 
lor  themselves.     They  are  profoundly 
interested  in  the  work,  and  have  nev- 
er been  able  to  understand  the  oppo- 
sition which   has   existed   continuously 
to  the  rest  of  the  work  and  to  its  ear- 
lier  and   some   of   its   later   managers. 
They   do  not  realize   that  the   connec- 
tion of  all  parts  of  the  sy.stem  is  such 
that  they   cannot   expect   the     general 
public    to     distinguish.     This     is    suf- 
ficiently realized  by  the  supporters    of 
the  Industrial  Home.     When  they  ap- 
pear before  the  legislature  they  ignore 
the  distinction.     "What  they  described 
at  the    legislative   hearings    last   week 
was  practically  the  school  on  Asylum 
avenue;    what     they    appeared    to    be 
speaking  of  was  the  Industrial  home. 
The   thing  was  so    skilfully    managed 
that    by    one    mention    of    the     latter 
name  at  the  close  of  a  long  speech  the 
impression  was  left  that  all  which  had 
been  said  in  behalf  of  the   work   ap- 
plied to  that,  whereas  the  real  appeal 
had  been   for  sympathy  for   the   chil- 
dren." 

*    *    * 

Naturally  we  do  not  pFopose  to  dis- 
cuss the  rather  unpleasant  intimatiju 
that  the  officers  of  the  school  for  the 
blind,  who,  as  we  have  already  said, 
are  among  the  most  trusted  men  cf 
the  state,  deliberately  so  planned  their 
advocacy  of  the  bill,  removing  the  over- 
sight of  the  blind  from  the  state  board 
of  charities  to  the  state  board  of  edu- 
cation, as  to  confuse  the  committee  on 
humane  institutions  in  the  Avay  de- 
aoribed.  If  it  were  true,  there  would 
be  a  pressing  reason  for  reorganizing 
the  official  board  of  management,  but 
not  a  reason  for  abandoning  the  educa- 
tion of  the  blind.  But.  as  ia  matter  rf 
fact,  there  is  no  other  ground  for  ii.- 
timatlng  this  cunning  and  disreputable 
conduct  than  the  suspicion  that  those 
OOncerned    are     desperate     enough,    in 


this  proper  desire  to  be  rid  of  the  irfi-" 
tating-  attitude  of  certain  members  of 
the.  board  of  charities,   to  do  anything 
to    win.      This    we    do    not   believe   our 
contemporary  actually  believes,  though 
we   are   unable     to   attach     any   other 
meaning-  to  its  cautious   words.     They 
either. mean  that,  or   they  come  under 
i  the  head  of  special  pleading.     A.nd  in 
I  this    connection    we    may   add    that    it 
would  be  as  much  in  the  order  of  things 
for  us  to  intimate  that  the  real  object 
of  the  state  board  of  charities  is  not  to 
;  so   establish   the  relationship     between 
the  state  and  the  school  for  the  blind 
i  as  to  do  the  most  that  can  be  done  for 
\  the  blind,  in  preparing  them  to  become 
self-supporting,   but     to   wreak  a  per- 
\  sonal  vengeance   upon  certain   persons 
i  connected     officially   with      the    school. 
That  would  not  be  a  fair  and  sane  view 
I  to  take  of  the  controversy,  and  it  would 
!  so  misrepresent  the  questions  involved, 
which  are  of  paramount  importance  to 
those   concerned,    that   there    would   be 
a   liability     of  the  state     crying:       "A 
plague  on  both  your  houses,"  bringing 
all   things     to    an   abrupt     end   in    Ihe 
manner  suggested  by  that  familiar  de- 
fiance     li  is   an  old,   but  not     a  very 
resj»ectable     tradition    among   lawj?; 
that    when    one    of    them,    say    the 
fendant,  has  no  case  it  becomes  goo" 
professional     business     to     abuse     the 
counsel    for    the    plaintiff.      This    hi    a 
sense     appears    to    be   the   attitude   of 
those  who  have  for  years  been  deter- 
mined   to    "down"    the     school   for    the 
blind. 


We  frankly  admit  that  we  are  not 
so  familiar  as  perhaps  we  should  be 
with  the  original  legislation  which 
I  did  things  complained  of  by  our  con- 
j  temporary,  and  we  hope  we  shall  not 
jappear  irreverent  when  we  say  that  we 
do  not  care  a  button  about  it.  We  have 
no  interest  in  the  past  as  connected 
with  these  organized  efforts  to  educate 
the  blind  of  the  state  in  the  same  spirit 
as  the  clear  visioned  children  and 
adults  of  the  state  are  educated.  We 
are  altogether  concerned  with  the  pres- 
ent and  future  of  these  efforts,  and 
while  we  admit  that  in  all  likelihood  an 
improvement  can  be  made  in  the  laws 
which     now    protect   the     schools   and 


homes   for    the   blind,    as   ^\'o\\    ;is    jiei- 
haps  in  the  organization  of   the  insti- 
tutions   themselves,    we    are   convinced 
that  the  likelihood  of  that  being  done 
by  the  advice  and  counsel  of  the  state 
Jt)oard  of  charities  is  not  so  great  as  it 
would  be  by  the  advice  and  counsel  of 
the   state  board   of   education.     If   the 
resolution,    under   which    the    proposed 
transfer   is   to  be   made,   is  not  strong 
enough  to  secure  a  thorough  investiga- 
tion   and    oversight    of    the    school    by 
the  latter  board,  as  is  alleged,  the  com- 
mittee  is  fully  capable  of   making  the  , 
correction   before   the    bill   is   reported.  \ 
In   the     meantime     nothing     should  be  ! 
done    to   weaken    in   any   way  the   en-  ! 
thusiasm  of  the  state  in  its  assistance 
of    the   blind.     That    is   of  far   greater  , 
<-f  nsequence  than  anything  else,  and  it 
is  not  too  much  to  say  that  that  spirit  j 
is  endangered  by  a  controversy,  which  | 
largely  dodges  the  real  point  at  issue, 
and     continually     revives      unpleasaxit 
memories.    We  regret  exceedingly  that 
the     controversy   was     ever   provoked, 
and   we   shall   be    gratified   when    it   is 
settled    and    disposed    of.      Whether    it 
would  ever     have  been     provoked  had  ! 
there   been   no   personal    grievances    to  ' 
air  is  another  question,  which  can  also  j 
be   ignored,    in   view    of    the   possibility  \ 
of  the  main  question  being  settled  once 
for   all.     Let   Connecticut  look  out  for 
its  blind  ^vards. 
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THE   BLIND   INSTITUTIONS. 


I  Biennial    Reports    of    the    State- Aid 
I  .   S^stablisliments. 

j  The  biennial  report  of  the  board  of 
Oducation  for  the  blind,  enclosing  the 
reports  of  the  superintendent  of  the 
Connecticut  school  and  of  the  general 
superintendent  of  the  department  of 
trades,  is  published.  Mrs.  Foster,  the 
secretary,  says  that  the  board  has  about 
100  blind  people  under  its  charge.  The 
cases  are  mentioned  of  several  gradu- 

'  ates  who  are  supporting  themselves. 
Six  persons  have  completed  their  trade 
course  and  these  and  others  with  them 
have  been  "allowed"  $2,250  as  capital 
with  which  to  go  into  business.  Sev- 
eral are  doing  well  in  music.  The  re- 
port refers  to  the  policy  of  the  state  as 
"generous,"  although  it  has  hitherto 
been  pronounced  only  a  recognition  of 
the  rights  of  the  pupils.  During  the 
past  two  years  137  cases  of  blind  per- 
sons have  been  visited. 

The  kindergarten  reports  show  42  in 
the  school.  Much  larger  quarters  are 
needed  and  a  building  fund  has  been 
started.  Fifty  acres  of  land,  six  or  sev- 
en cows  and  a  horse  or  two  are  de- 
sired. 

The  trade  school  reports  a  decided 
improvement  in  the  abolition  of  the  dor- 
mitory on  the  opposite  side  of  Wethet-s- 
field  avenue  from  the  shop,  so  that  no 
longer  are  beneficiaries  of  the  institu- 
tion subjected  to  the  risk  of  being 
struck  by  trolley  cars.  This  is  a  change 
which  Miss  Mary  Hall  of  the  wicked 
state  board  of  charities  advocated  some 
time  ago.  During  the  past  two  years 
the  trade  school  has  manufactured  35,- 
556  brooms,  234  mattresses  and  1,860 
chairs.  The  report  calls  attentioh  to 
the  need  of  a  shop  where  occupation 
can  be  given  to  those,  blind  or  seeing, 
who  are  competent  to  obtain  by  their 
labor  a  comfortable  support  but  who 
lack  the  business  abHity  essential  to 
success. 

Full  financial  tables  complete  the 
document. 
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THURSDAY   MORNING,    MAR.   9,   1905. 

State  Board  of  Charities.  J 

Governor  Roberts  sent  in  the  follow- 
ing nominations  of  members  of  the 
state  board  of  charities  for  four  years 
from  July  1:  Miss  Rebecca  G.  Bacon  of 
New  Haven,  Martha  H.  C.  Mitchell  of 
I  Norwich  and  Dr.  Edwin  A.  Down  of 
Hartford.  This  drops  Miss  Mary  Hall 
of  this  city  from  the  board. 

MARY    HAIiL. 


We  have  had  no  expectation  that  Mary 
Hall's  official  head  would  stay  put.  and 
it  wa^s  no  surprise  yesterday  to  have  the 
axe  fall—and  the  head,  too.  We  venture 
the  prediction  that  she  can  get  along 
without  working  ofRcially  for  the  state 
better  than  the  state  can  get  along  with- 
out her  official  services.  We  qualify  all 
this  with  the  word  "official,"  because  in 
the  larger  sense  she  will  all  her  life  be 
working  for  the  state.  She  is  a  sort  of 
petticoated  Henry  L.  Goodwin,  always 
battling  for  what  she  believes  to  be  right, 
making  herself  hated  by  those  who  resent 
her  interference,  uncomfortable  herself 
at  the  thought  that  wrong  is  going  on, 
and  ready  any  minute  to  take  hold  and 
try  to  right  it.  We  venture  to  say  that 
there  is  not  a  mismanaged  state-aid  in- 
stitution in  Connecticut  where  her  pres- 
ence isn't  hateful,  and  that  all  along  the 
line  of  grafters  and  shirks  Governor  Rob- 
erts will  earn  thanks  for  her  decapitation. 
She  is  "hard  to  get  along  with,"  cranks 
devoting  themselves  to  her  hobby  always 
are.  But,  in  spite  of  tlie  knocks  she  gets 
(and  will  get),  she  belongs  among  the 
comparatively  few  wlio  will  leave  the 
world  better  for  what  she  has  done  in  it. 
Nobody  can  measure  the  good  she  has 
done  to  this  community  in  her  work  at 
the  Good  Will  Club— how  many  wander- 
ing boys  have  been  made  strong,  upright 
men,  how  many  homes  have  been  bright- 
ened, and  how  much  the  standard  of  cit- 
izenship has  been  elevated  by  her  mod- 
est, unassuming  but  persistent  efforts  to 
help  those  for  whom  at  her  request  the 
club   was    started. 


I  i 


!  The  disposal  of  the  blind  institutions 
continues  to  cause  worry.  It  is 
whispered  that  in  the  whole  bunch  of 
educational  and  humane  institutions 
committeemen  only  one  favors  continu-- 
ing  the  blind  under  the  supervision  cf 
the  state  board  of  charities.  Institu- 
tions where  all  expenses  are  paid, 
where  beneficiaries  are  clothed  at  pub- 
lic expense,  and  where  capital  is  pro- 
vided for  those  who  go  into  business 
after  graduation  are  not  to  be  consid- 
ered as  doing  a  charitable  work  here- 
I  after.  The  state  board  of  education 
stands  ready  to  take  the  business  in 
hand,  provided  its  duties  are  some- 
thing more  than  social  and  it  can  con- 
trol what  it  "visits."  This,  however, 
is  stoutly  objected  to.  The  details  of 
management  must  not  be  taken  from 
the  state  board  of  education  for  the 
blind.     There  it  stands  today. 


I  I 


Something  may  be  judged  as  to  the- 
Rvalue  of  any  official,    municipal,   state 
or  national,  from  the  opinions  express- 
ed as  to  him  or  her  by  the  reputable 
newspapers  of  tlie  town  in  whicli   he 
or   she      lives  and   is    personally    best 
known.      Miss  Marj^  Hall,   of  the  State 
Board  of  Charities,  has  been  dropped 
from  that  board  by  Governor  Roberts. 
Miss  Hall  is  the  member  of  the  board 
who  precipitated  the  trouble  Avith  the 
Hartford  Institution  for  the   Blind  by 
insisting'   upon,  her   right   to   visit   and 
inspect  that  institution.      Setting  aside 
I  all  hTiir-splitting  over  the  question  of 
whether   the     Hartford    asylum   is    "a 
foharity"  or  not, a  very  large  proportion 
%f  the  people  of  the  state  undoubtedly 
jagreed  with  Miss  Hall,  in  the  opinion 
[that    she    as    a    representative  of  the 
[State  board  of  charities  had  a  right  to 
[ask  admittance  to  the  asylum.     There 
seems  to  have  been,  in  the  dropping  of 
jMiss  Hall, an  evasive  way  out  of  an  un- 
pleasant situation,  unless  her  success- 
or  shall    develop   a   like    opinion   Avith 
iher  and  shall  proceed  to  follow  in  her 
footsteps.        Regarding  Miss  Hall  and 
her  official  work  the  Hartford  Times  of 
Wednesdaj^  evening  last,  says: 

"Miss  Marj''  Hall  retires  from  the 
state  board  of  charities,  the  governor 
sending  io  the  senate  another  name 
for  the  position.  The  Times  believes 
that  her  reappointment  would  not 
have  been  a  mistake.  She  has  not  only 
rendered  valuable  service  to  the  state, 
but  has  been  fearless  and  straightfor- 
ward in  the  discharge  of  her  duties  as 
a  member  of  the  board.  The  faith- 
fulness and  honesty  which  have  al- 
ways characterized  her  career  as  a 
public  servant  in  charity  work  will  be 
missed — a  loss  to  the  state.  The  re- ■ 
appointment  of  Mrs.  Bacon  of  New; 
Haven  and  Dr.  Downs  of  this  city, 
would  seem  to  indicate  that  a  special 
'drive'  was  made  to  retire  Miss  Hall."  v 


The  Hartford  Courant  of  Thursday 
morning-  is  even  more  outspoken  and 
compliments  Miss  Hall  on  her  good 
work  in  many  lines,  her  devotion  to 
duty  and  the  fact  that  she  is  hated  by 
all  mismanaged  state  aid  institutions. 
There  is  no  avoiding  the  conclusion 
that  the  Hartford  people,  represented 
by  the  Times  and  Courant,  do  not  take 
at  all  kindly  to  the  removal  of  Miss 
i^6iall.     The  Courant  says: 

"We  have  had  no  expectation   that 
Mary   Hall's   official   head   would   stay 
put,  and  it  was  no  surprise  yesterday 
to  have  the  axe  fall — and  the  head, too. 
We  venture   the     prediction     that   she 
can   get  along  without  working   offic- 
ially for  the  state  better  than  the  state: 
can  get  along  without  her  official  ser- 
vices.       ^Ye  qualify  all  this  with  the 
word    'official.'    because    in   the   larger 
sense  she  will  all  her  life  be  working 
for  the  state.      She  is  a  sort  of  petti- 
coated  Heni-y  L.  Goodwin,  always  bat-i 
tling  for  what  she  believes  to  be  right,' 
making  herself  hated  by  those  who  re- 
sent  her     interference,    uncomfortable 
herself  at  the  thought  that  wrong  is' 
going  on. and  ready  any  minute  to  take 
hold  and  try  to  right  it.     T\"e  venture 
to  say  that  there  is  not  a  mismanaged 
state     aid     institution     in    Connecticut 
where  her  presence  isn't  hateful,  and 
that  all  along  the  line  of  grafters  and 
shucks     Governor     Roberts     will     earn 
thanks  for  her  decapitation.        She  is 
'hard  to  get  along  with,'  cranks  devot- 
ing  themselves    to    her   hobby   always 
are.      But,   in  spite  of  the  knocks  she 
gets  (and  will  get),  she  belongs  among 
the  comparatively  few  who  will  leave 
the  world  better  for  what  she  has  done 
in  it.     Nobody  can  nieasure  the  good 
she  has  done  to  this  community  in  her 
work    at    the    Good     Will     club — how 
many  wandering  boys  have  been  made 
strong,  upright  men,  how  many  homes 
have  been  brightened,  and  how  much 
the   standard    of   citizenship   has   been 
elevated  by  her     modest,     unassuming 
but  perisistent  efforts  to  help  those  for 
whom   at    her    request     the     club    was 
started." 

No  governor  can  suit  everybody  by 
his  appointments,  but  it  does  make 
some  difference  in  any  particular  case, 
what  sort  of  people  are  pleased  gen- 
erally and  what  sort  are  not. 
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WOeifOe  BLIND 


T. 


Biennial  Report  Shows  Great 

Proigress  Being  Made 

in  Institute. 


School  and  Department  of  Trades 

Submit  Some  Interesting 

Statistics. 


Sketch   of   Career  of  Chales  H.  Jones, 

Supt.  of  Wethersfield  Ave* 

nue  Branch. 


The  great  scope  of  the  work  accom- 
plishea  during  the  year  tor  the.eduoation 
of  the  blind  is  shown  in  detail  in  the 
sixth  biennial  report  of  the  Board  of 
Education  tor  the  Blind,  which  has  been 
submitted  to  the  governor.  The  report 
is  exhaustive  in  nature  and  faithfully 
outlines  the  progress  being  made  in  this 
commendable  work.  The  superintend- 
ents of  the  school,  which  is  Known  as 
the  kindergarten,  and  the  department 
of  trades,  located  in  \Vethersti«ld  avenue, 
where  varied  industries  are  successfully 
carried  on,  both  contribute  interesting 
chapters  to  the  report,  covering  m  mi- 
nute detail  the  activity  from  the  stand- 
points    of    literature,    music,      manual 


training  and  trades,  as  well  as  submit- 
ting the  condition  of  the  finances  at  tne 
end  of  the  fiscal  year. 

George  H.  Marshall  is  superintendent 
ot  the  blind  school  and  Charles  H.  Jones 
occupies  the  same  position'  in  the  depart- 
ment of  trades.  The  former  branch  had 
receipts  ot  $16,229.61  for  the  year  and 
after  deducting  disbursements  there  is  a 
balance  on  nand  ot  $3,  87. 47.  In  the 
department  of  trades  the  receipts  were 
117, 454.  as,  and  the  cash  balance  at  the 
end  of  the  fiscal  year  was  $1,601.55. 

The  ref)Qrt,  which  is  profusely  illus- 
trated with  naif -tone  pictures,  was 
nrinted  at^  the  Wethersfieid  avenue  in- 
stitution  and  is  neat  in  typographical 
effect.  Odpi6s  of  the  report  may  be  ob•^ 
tamed  by  applying  to  the  superintend-! 
ent.  I 


SUPT.JPNES'  CAREER. 

Intimate    FrieiuLs    Gives    Some    Personal 
Facts  to   Globe  Readers.  j 

.In  the  recent  controversy  in  certain 
Circles  concerning  the  conduct  of  affairs 
at  the  department  of  trades,  Connecticut 
Institute  for  the  Blind,  Charles  H. 
Jones,  the  superintendent,  was  made 
the  target  for  personal  attacks.  An  in- 
timate friend  of  Mr.  Jones  sends  to  The 
('lobe  this  brief  sketch  of  the  superin* 
tendent's  career,  so  that  impartial  crit- 
ics may  judge  for  themeslves  the  merits 
of  the  case: 

The    personal    element     has    been    so 
largely  infused  into  the   long -drawn-out 
controversy    over      the     Department    of 
Trades  of  the  Connecticut    institute  for 
the  Blind  and  the  controversy    has  been 
so  bitterly  waged    that    en    impression 
has  gone  abroad  that  Charles  H.     Jones, 
who  has  been' general  superintendent  for 
nearly  five  years,,  is  a  man  ot  the    office- 
seekinsr  type,  and  that  as  an  office  holder 
he  had  something  to  gain  from  the  fight 
which  the    directors    and    the    superin- 
tendnt  of  the    school    have    made.     Mr. 
Jones  has  much  to  gain,  but  it  was  not 
gain  of  the  kind  for  which  office  holders 
usually  fight.     A  principle  was  involvea 
— a  principle  which  affected  the    useful- 
ness of  the  Wethersfieid  avenue    institu- 
tion and  the  usefulness  of  schools  for  the 
adult  blind  which  are  being    established 
in  other    states.     The    principle  was   a  [ 
good  one.     it  was  worth  a  fight,  and  the  j 
superintendent       ot      the     Connecticut , 
{School  for  the  Blind  is  a  Quaker,  and  as  [ 
American    and    English    religious    and  | 
political    history    abundantly    shows,    a 
Quaker  is  convinced    that    he  is  in    the 
right  and  that  the  principle  to  which  he ; 
IS   contending  is  a  good  one  ne    seldom 


retreats.  Quakers  in  the  old  and  new 
world  have  done  little  retreating.  They 
simply  ao  not  isnow  how.  Quakers  may 
be  "downed"  for  a  while,  as  they  fre- 
quently were  in  America  and  in  Eng- 
land in  the  17th  and  18th  centuries,  but 
usually  a  Quaker  only  gives  up  contend- 
ing for  what  is  right  when  a  modest  lit- 
tle headstone  has  been  put  over  him  in 
some  secluded  Quaker  burial  ground. 

It  was  in  this  spirit  that  Mr.  Jones 
has  maintained  his  contest  for  right 
principles  as  he  conceived  them,  in  con- 
nection with  the  School  for  the  Adult 
Blind ,  and    he    would    not    have    been 

worthy  of  his  Quaker  ancestry  or  worthy 
of  the  important  place  which  he  has,  so 
long  held  in  the  Society  of  Friends  in 
Mew  England  it  the  opposition  he  has 
encountered  from  some  of  the    Hartford 


Supt  Charles  H.  Jones. 


daily  newspapers  and  the  popular  preju- 
dice which  has  thereby  been  aroused  had 
daunted  him  and  impelled  him  to  seek 
cover. 

Supt.  Jones  is  not  a  native  ot  Con- 
necticut— a  tact  which  has  no  doubt 
told  against  him  In  the  recent  tight. 
He  came  into  the  state  to  undertake  a 
particular  work— Co  save  and  reorganize  , 
the  School  for  the  Adult  Blind,  and,  if 
[possible,  to  make  it  a  model  tor  the 
schools  which  are  being  established  in; 
various  parts  of  the  country.  Connecti- 
cut has  le-^  in  this  work  for  the  adult 
I  blind  as,  b.   reason  of  the  great  work  ot 


iGanaiidet,  it  Jong  pioneered  the  way    in  I 
the  education  o;  the  deaf ;  and  now  taat?f 
the  trouble  is  evidently  near  its    end    it' 
is  quite  conceivable  that  the  Wetherslleld I 
avenue  institute    may    bring    nearly  as 
much  fame  to  the  state  as  has  accrued  to 
It  and  to  Hartford  from  Gallaudet's    fa- 
mous work. 

Supb.  Jones  was  born  in  Brunswick 
Maine,  in  1844.  His  parents  were 
Charles  and  Mary  Whittier  Jones,  the 
latter  a  cousin  of  the  QuaKer  poet  Whit* 
tier.  The  death  of  his  mother  when  he 
was  13  (his  father  had  died  three  years 
previously)  broke  up  the  home  and 
blighted  nis  Hopes  of  a  college  course 
for  which,  tor  two  years,  he  had  been 
making  preparation.  This  left  him  with^ 
nothing  in  sight  but  the  lot  of  a  Doy: 
who,  Willy  nilly,  must  stick  to  the  farm. 
He  did  so  until  he  was  16.  At  that  time, 
realizing  how  his  lack  of  education 
would  hamper  him  all  through  the  re-' 
mainder  of  his  life,  he  went  to  Oak 
Grove  seminary,  a  well  kiiown  Quaker 
school,  for  one  year,  and  tor  most  of 
this  time  he  taught  there  as  a  student 
assistant.  After  leaving  Oak  Grove  hQ 
was  a  public  school  teacher  successively 
at  Vassal boro,  Augusta,  Eockland,  East 
Vas^alboro,  Winthrop,  Cape  Elizabeth, 
and  Windham, all  In  the  state  of  Maine^ 
and  while  so  engaged  he  was  studying 
diligently  to  lit  himself  for  much  higher 
work  m  the  school  world.  His  first 
principalship  was  at  Clinton  Grove 
seminary  at  Weare,  Mew  Hampshire. 
He  was  there  Hve  years  (1871-76  and  re-i 
singed  to  beoom«  principal  of  the  high 
school  at  Gottstown,  >iew  Hampshire.  , 
While  in  New  Hampshire  he  was 
elected  to  the  legislature.  Here  he  dis- 
tinguished himself  as  a  memoer  of  the 
house  committees  on  education  and  tem- 
perance «nd  a«  chairman  of  the  special 
committee  on  the  bill  to  abolish  capital, 
punishment.  All  of  these  interests! 
'  found  in  himan  earnest  and  influentialj 
advocate.  From  Goffstown  he  went  t6i 
Merrimacport,  Mass.,  as  principal  ofj 
the  high  school  there.  Early  in  1884 
he  returned  to  the  Oak  Grove  seminary, 
this  time  as  superintendent.  His  first 
year's  work  there  resulted  in  so  large 
ah  increase  in  the  number  of  students 
that  a  new  wing  had  to  be  added.  In 
the  fall  of  1878  Oak  Grove  seminary  was 
burned  down,  and  it  fell  to  the  lot  ol 
Mr.  Jones  to  reorganize  and  superintend 
the  erection  of  the  new  school  premises. 
They  were  ready  for  use  in  the  autumn 
of  1888  and  in  the  spring  of  the  follow-; 
ing  year  (1889)  he  was  appointed  to  the 
principalship  of  the  Friends'  [^schooi  at 
Union  Springs,  New  York,  a  boarding 
school   long    under    the   control   of   the 


JNIew  York  yearly' meeting  of  the  Booiety 
of  Friends.  ^In  1891  he  was  chosen  clerk 
of  the  New  York  yearly  meeting,  an 
honorary  office  of  much  importance  and 
held  m  high  esteem  among  the  Friends. 
Union  Springs  seminary  always  stooa 
high  among  the  secondary  or  fitting 
schools  of  the  state  of  New  York,  but 
such  was  the  reputation  as  an  educa- 
tionalist by  this  time  acquired  by  Mr. 
Jones  that  while  he  was  principal  there; 
Haverford  college,  Pennsylvania,  Earl- 
ham  college,  Indiana,  and  Wells  col  lege; 
New  York,  all  accepted  Union  Springs 
graduates  without  examination  merely 
on  the  certificate  of  its  principal. 

After  85  years  of  educational  work 
Mr.  Jones  retired,  returning  to  hisNeW 
Knglana  home  at  Amesbury,  Mass.  Soon 
I  after  his  return  he  was  appointed  gen- 
eral superintendent  of  evangelistic  work 
for  the  Society  of  Friends  in  New  Eng- 
land, a  position  tor  which  his  many 
years  of  teaching,  together  with  nearly 
30  years  in  the  ministry,  had  peculiarly 
qualified  him. 

This  service  was  one  in  which  he  took 
great  delight,  and  it  was  relinquished 
with  much  regret  when  the  call  came  to 
,hiin  to  come  to  Hartford  as  general  su- 
iperintendent  of  the  Institute  tor  tha 
I  Blind. 

Wherever  known,  Mr.  Jones  has  a 
jhost  of  warm  personal  friends  outside  of 
[the  church  of  which  he  is  a  member. 
His  broad,  catholic  spirit  recognizes  the 
oneness  of  all  true  believers  in  Christ 
regardless  ot  sect  or  denomination;  but 
through  the  several  important  ana  re- 
sponsible positions  he  has  held  in  h?i 
own  church  he  has  become  known  and 
is  greatly    beloved  by  Frienas,  wherever  ' 

a  company  of  these  may  be  found  on  the 
North  American  continent. 

Commissioners    from    Massachusetts, 
New  York  and  Michigan,  in    their   olH* 
cial  capacity,  have  visited  and  inspected 
most  carefully  the  (Connecticut  Institute 
I  tor  the  Blind,  giving    special    attention 
|;to  Che  financial  side  of  the  undertaking. 
!;  Their     unqualified    expressions    of    ap- 
proval of  the  management, together  with; 

I  similar  expressions   from    other   distin- 
guished but  unofficial  visitors,   and   tiie 
ever  increasing  appreciation  of  the  wo»Jb 
by  the  best  citizenship  of  HarJtford    and 
[of  thie  staite  of  Connecticut,  all^ive    la- 
j  disputable  evidence   that  in  his  suiperin- 
tendcrtcy    of    this  institution  Mr.  Jones 
1  has    tuUy  sustained  his    reputation  as  a 
i  successful  manager  of  varied    and    com- 
;  plex  interest.  ; 


RKPOK T  ON  SCHOOOD  FOIi  BLIVD. 

Board  of  Kduca^tioii  Received  $23,471 
from  State  liast  Year. 

Hartford,  March  ZO.—'rJie  sixtli  bl- 
fuinial  report  to  the  go  vera  or  of  the 
Connecticut  Board  of  Education  for  the 
Blind  shows  that  the  board  has  now 
100  blind  people  under  its  supervision. 
The  total  number  of  pupils  in  the  Con- 
necticut School  for  the  Blind  is  37. 
Contributions  have  been  received  to  the 
building  fund  amounting"  to  $61,126.  The 
g-eneral  financial  statement  for  the  fis- 
cal year  ending  October  1.  1904,  shows 
assets  including  plant  of  $88,759  and  a 
balance  of  assets  above  liabilities  of 
$69,555.  The  board  last  year  received 
from  the  state  $23,971,  all  of  which  was 
expended.  Contributions  and  enter- 
tainments brought  in  to  the  school  $2  - 
004.  1^. 


CARE    OF    OTJR    BLIND. 


Their  Care  Cost  Almost  $27,000  IJasti 

Fiscal  Year.  ,,,^ 

(Special    to    Herald.)  ;^| 

Hartford,    Conn.,    March      30. — The' 
sixth   biennial  report  to  the  governor : 
of   the   Connecticut    Board   of   Educa-  j 
tion    for    the    Blind    shows    that    the  j 
board  has  now   100   blind  people   un- 
-der    its    supervision.       While    a    con-  i 
sidera*)le    number    of    th6    blind    can-  j 
not   be    educated,   in   a      great      many  i 
other   cases  they  have  been   educated  j 
not  only  to  the  point  of  self  support,  ' 
but    that    of   supporting    families    and 
one  graduate  has  lately  received  her 
degree   from   the    New   England    Con- 
servatory of  Music,   Boston.  1 

The  total  number  of  pupils  in  the  [ 
Connecticut  School  for  the  Blind  is  j 
37.  1 

Contributions    have    been    received 
to   the   buildings   fund  amounting      to 
$6,126.      The   general    financial    state- 
ment  for   the    fiscal   year   ending    Oc- 
tober  1,   1904,   shows  assets  including 
plant    of    $8  8,759    and    a    balance      of 
assets    above    liabilities      of      $69,555.  | 
The    board    last    year    received    from 
the    state    $23,971,    all    of    which    was  j 
expended.      Contributions    and    enter- 
tainments   brought    into    the      school  i 
$2,904.  I 
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EJducation    of   the    Blind. 

Hartford,  March  30. — The  sixth  bien- 
nial report  to  the  g-overnor,  of  the  Con- 
necticut board  of  education  for  the 
blind,  shows  that  the  board  has  now 
100  blind  people  ur^der  its  supervision. 
The  total  number  of  pupils  in  the  Con- 
necticut School  for  the  Blind  is  37. 
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HAVE  AGREED  ON  BIIyL. 


JO    Settle  Controversy   iii    Regard    W 
Visiting  Institution  for  Blind. 


("Special  to  The  Register.) 
«ducation  and  that  on  liumane  institu- 
oducaion  and  that  on  humane  institu- 
tions have  ag-reed  upon  a  bill  to  be 
submitted  witliin  a  day  oi*  two  which 
will  solve  the  controversy  whicli  has 
<'xisted  for  some  years  bet^^'een  the 
Connecticut  institute  for  the  blind  at 
Hartford  and  the  state  board  of  chari- 
ties. It  has  been  a  conflict  growing  out 
of  the  attempt  on  the  part  of  the  state 
j  board  of  charities,  particularly  Miss 
Hall,  a  former  member,  to  pay  official 
visits  of  inspection  to  this  institution. 
This  has  been  resisted  by  the  officers 
of  the  institution,  who  claim  that  these 
visits  have  a  pauperizing  influence  up- 
on  the  inmates. 

When  the  assembly  opened  two  bills 
Avere  offered,  one  providing-  that  the 
board  of  charities  should  have  author- 
ity to  inspect,  and  the  other  transfer- 
I'ing  that  power  to  the  state  board  of 
education.  Dong  hearings  have  been 
held  on  these  matters  before  both  com- 
mittees. These  two  committees  have 
now  agreed  that  the  power  to  inspect 
I  he  institute  for  the  blind  shall  be 
vested  in  the  state  board  of  education 
for  the  blind.  This  commission  has 
iH)t  been  a  workin?:  board  and  is  com- 
I'osf^d  of  i.li<;  goveinor,  the  cliief  jus- 
lioe  and  two  trtisi.cf^rT  of  Uie  jnst;jtut<-) 
for  the  bliiic?. 

Under  the  new  bill  the  trustees  for 
the  blind  will  not  be  eligible  for  mem- 
bership on  the  board. 
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STATE'S  BLIND  STUDENTS, 


!  Some  of  Them    'Support  Themselves 
and  Their  Families, 

^  The  sixth  bieiimal  report  to  the  gov- 
ernor oif  the  Connect icut  board  of  edu- 
cat'ioa  'for  the  'blind  gihows  th'at  'the 
board  has  noiw  100  'bl'in'd  ipeople  under 
i'ts  suipervisiibn. 

'Wihile  'a  considera'ble  num'ber  of  the 
-blind  Cannot  be  edu'cated,  in  a  great 
many  other  cases  they  have  been  edu- 
cated not  on.ly  to  a  point  of  self-sup- 
port, 'but  that  I'of  suTtpporting  families, 
and  one  griadiua'te  has  'lately  received 
her  de^^ree  from  the  New  Enigland 
Conservatory  oif  Musdc,  Boston. 

The  total]  numiber  of  pupils  in  tJhe 
Oonnecticut  s'choo'i  for  the  'blind  fis  37. 
Cont'r<iibudion.s  have  (been  received  to 
t'he  ibuildiing  fund  amounting  to  $6,126. 
The  general  ^financial  statement  'for 
[the  fiscal  ye'ar  en'ding  Oct.  1,  1904, 
,shows  assets,  includang  'buil'ding  of 
$88,759  and  a  fbalance  of  assets  over 
lia'biilities  'of  $69,'555.  The  board  last 
year  rece'ived  from,  rhe  si^ate  $23,971, 
all  oif  whi'ch  was  expended.  Contribu- 
tions and  enterta'inm'enti&  'brouglht  in'to 
the  school  $2,90*. 


Blind    Institute    Inspection. 

The  committee  on  education  presented 
a  favorable  report  on  a  bill  vesting  in 
the  board  of  education  for  the  blind  the 
right  "to  visitj  inspect  and  report  con- 
cerning the  Connecticut  Institute  for 
the  Blind."  No  member  of  the  board 
shall  be  an  officer  or  trustee  of  the  in- 
stitute, or  in  any  way  connected  with 
it.  Ail  departments  of  the  institute 
slhall  be  visited  and  thoroug-hly  inspect- 
ed as  often  as  once  in  three  months  by 
at  least  two  members  "without  previ- 
ous  notice   of   such   visits   being-   given 

]  to  the  persons  in  charge  of  such  de- 
partments."    The  board  shall  annually 

I  report  all  such  "information  as  will  ap- 
prise the  General  Assembly  of  the  true 
condition,  progress  and  needs  of  blind 

!  persons  who  are  residents  of  this  state 
and  who  are  receiving  instruction  un- 
der the  provisions  of  Chapter  143  of  the 
General  Statutes  relating  to  the  educa- 
tion of  the  blind,  and  oi  all  other  blind 
persons  who  are  residents  of  this  state 
whose  cases  have  come  to  the  knowl- 

i  edge  of  said  board."     The  bill  was  put 

I  on  the  calendar. 
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VISITING  THE  BLIND.        ^ 

The  bill  as  to  inspection  of  the  Con- 
necticut Institute  for  the  Blind,  which 
was  favorably  reported  on  Wednesday 
by  the  board  of  education,  g-ives  the 
rig-ht  of  visit  and  inspection  .  to  .the 
board  of  education  of  the  blind,  and  re- 
quires that  visits  shall  be  made  as 
often  as  once  in  three  months,  without 
previous  notice.  It  also  provides  that 
no  member  of  the  board  of  education  of 
the  blind  shall  be  "an  officer  or  trus- 
tee of  the  institute,  or  in  any  way 
connected  with  It."  At  least  two  mem- 
bers of  the  board  must  make  this  in- 
spection. 

It   is    worth    while    to    call    attention 
again  to  the  composition  of  the  board. 
It  consists  of  two  members  appointed 
by    the    grovernor    and    not    subject    to 
confirmation  by  the  legislature  and  of 
two  members  ex-officio,  these  being  the 
governor  and  the  chief  justice.     As  or- 
iginally passed  the  act,  which  was  the 
work  of  Frank  E.  Cleaveland,  provided 
that  the  appointive  members  should  be 
a   man   and   a   woman,    "one   of  whom 
shall  be  a  blind  person."    The  require- 
ment that  one  member  shall  be  blind' 
:was  subsequently  removed.    It  was  al- 
ways   evident,    and    must    have    been 
foreseen    that  ^the   ex-offlcio     members; 
should  be  rather  ornamental  than  ac- 
tive.   The  board  is  in  no  sense  a  work- 
ing board.    As  at  first  constituted,  and 
as  continued  for  years,  the  two  appoin-! 
tive    members    of   the    board    were   re-' 
spectlvely    president    and    secretary    ofl 
the  private  Institution  with   \vhich  the 
state  board  contracted   for  the   educa-j 
tion  and  support  of  blind  children,  and 
for   which    considerable   appropriations! 


were  obtained  for  putting-  up  buildings 
and  paying  debts.  This  double  official 
relationship  has  since  been  reformed, 
but  the  board  remains  singularly  ill- 
adapted  by  its  very  constitution  to 
have  the  re-sponsibility  of  inspection  of 

i  the  corporation  to  which  it  supplies  the 
money  for  its  operation. 

Probably  it  is  too  late  to  effect  any 
change   this   year,    but   ordinary   prud- 

I  ence  and  business  sense  require  that 
if  the  board  of  education  of  the  blind  is 
to  be  charged  with  the  inspection  of  the 
institute  it  should  be  composed  of  ac- 

I  five  members  responsible  to  an  execu- 
tive who  is  not  one  of  their  number, 
and  that  there  should  be  no  mere  ex- 
officio  membership. 


Il 


Governor  Roberts  has  approved  the 
following  bills:  State  board  of  educa- 
tion for  the  blind,  for  quarter  ending 
March  31,  $6,868.54;  for  Connecticut 
iSchool  for  Imbeciles,  same  Quarter, 
$6  755.34;  Retreat  for  the  Insane,  same 
'quarter,  $868.56. 


H^v^rVoxA-..  C 


or\^rxe.c_ 


V\CLV)^V,  Qoo^-v^TlV. 


Kh-vv\     \\,\^C^. 


Appropriations,  2  p.  m.— Estimate  of 
expenses  of  the  board  of  education  for 
the  bliii4  foi'  the  two  years  ending  Sep- 
tember 30,  1907;  favorable  report  of  the 
committee  on  humane  institutions  relat- 
ling  to  the  establishment  of  a  commis- 
Jsion  regarding  the  care  of  dependent 
and  neglected  children;  favorable  re- 
port of  the  committee  on  Capitol  furni- 
ture and  grounds  concerning  repairs  on 
the  Capitol  and  continuing  the  commis- 
sion. 


■Oo'^Vov^   L>few\^vQ,  V-Ve-ra-Nc^ 


SAYS  THERE  IS  "GRAFT" 
I    IN  EDUCATIONAL  BOARD. 

[Special  Dispatch  to  the  Boston  Herald.] 
ifARTPORD,  Ct.,  April  12,  1905.  At  a 
hearing  before  the  appropriations  com- 
mittee of  the  Legislature  yesterday, 
Miss  Mary  Hall,  a  member  of  the  state 
board  of  charities,  opposed  the  appro- 
priation for  the  institution  of  the  blind 
in  this  city,  alleg-ing  "graft"  and  ex- 
travagance on  the  part  of  the  state 
board  of  education  for  the  blind. 

Miss  Hall  said  ■  that  the  Connecticut 
school  was  spending  one-third  more 
than  first-class  blind  institutions  in 
i^her  parts  of  the  country. 


Ha^jrVVci^  A.,  >^_.o>x^(^ec!LVCQ^v>^V  .  1\S 
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"^^««.i3^tp  bill  that  only  the  state  hoarff^^ 
of 'edueatioh  for  the  bMi^tt"-'^^ir"h?rD'#' 
the  rig-ht  to  visit  institutions  for  the 
blind,  was  recommitted  to  the  com- 
mittee oh  education  on  motion  of 
Senator  7-Iammer,  ^hairman  C||^?|tl|e: 
committee.  '  /'   '"     V 
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MISS  HIILL'S  ATTACK 
Will  NOT  BE  NOTICEO 


Her  Charges  of  Graft  and  Extravagance 
Are  Said  to  Be  Old  and        i 
Unfounded,  I 


WHAT  DR.  g:  p.  DAVIS  SAYS 


Miss  Hary  Hall,  who  was  recently 
dropped  from  the  State  Board  of  Char- 
ities as  a  result  of  the  clash  with  the 
Institute  of  the  BJmd,  which  she  de- 
sired to  inspect,  and  from  wh:>;h  she 
;was  ejected,  resulting  in  the  affair  be- 
ing- aired  in  the  police  court,  makes  al- 
legations of  extravagance  against  the 
state  board  of  education.  She  appeared 
before  the  appropriations  committee  at 
the  capitol  yesterday  afternoon  at  a 
hearing  to  decide  upon  estimates  for  the 
i  board  for  two  years. 

!     Mrs.   Emily  Foster,   secretary  of  the 
state  board,   asked  for   an  increase  of 
I  $2,000  over  the  estimate  of  $53,500. 
!     Miss  Hall  opposed  the  whole  appro- 
priation.   She  said: 

j  "I  have  been  looking  over  the  report 
iof  the  state  board  of  education  for  the 
blind  for  the  last  two  years  and  the 
board  seems  to  be  spending  one-third 
I  more  than  the  best  institutions  In  the 
country.  I  find  In  conversation  with 
(many  eminent  educators  of  the  blind 
'that  we  are  throwing  money  away.  I 
[believe  in  doing  all  possible  for  the 
[blind,  but  when  I  look  over  the  board's 
I  accounts  and  see  mortgages  and  attor- 
{ney  fees— and,  by  the  way,  I  wonder  if 
jMrs.  Foster  has  made  allowance  for 
attorney  fees  in  this— as  a  taxpayer  3 
[object  to  this  appropriation. 
'  "This  place  is  not  run  right  and  it  is 
not  a  credit  to  the  state.  Only  this 
morning  I  asked  a  business  man  to  look 
over  the  report  and  he  said  it  was  noth- 
ing but  graft  from  the  state  of  Con- 
inecticut.     I  agree  with  him," 


Dr.  G.  Pierrepont  Davis,  presIdeM^'oit 
the  Institute  for  the  Blind  when  asked 
today  if  he  would  reply  to  the  attack  of 
Miss  Hall  said:  "She  has  simply  reit- 
erated charg-es  made  to  the  last  legis- 
lature. After  an  investigation  by  a  spe- 
cial committee  they  were  found  to  be 


[MARY  HALL  MAKES 
I      CHARGES  OF  GRAFT. 


ASSAILS  BOARD  OF  EDUCATION 
FOR  THE  BLIND. 


SHE 


h 


SAYS       IT       SQl  VADEllS      THE 
STATE'S   MONEY. 


"Graduated"    Blind    Say    They    Can't 

Do   a  Tliins",  and   Boai'd   >\>   Ci'edit 

I         to    tbc    State    —    Senator    BnlUeley 

for  Ending  of  Capitol  Comntission. 


AlIega.tions     of    graft     and     extrava- 

!  gavic^:;   oil   the    part   of    the   state   board 

of   education    for   the    blind    vv^ere    made 

yesterday     before      the      appropriations 

L'ommittee   by    Miss    Mary    Hal),    mem- 

i  ber  of  the  state  board  of  charities.  The 

I  hearing-  was   on   the   estimates   for   the 

I  board  for  the  two  years  ending-  Septeto- 

i  ber  30,  1907,  which  are  $53,500. 

Mrs.    Emily   W.    Foster,    secretary   of 
j  tlie   state    board   of    education    for    the 
blind,    urged  strongly   that   $2,000   more 
than  the  estimate  be  allowed.     It  was 
wanted,  she  said,  for  the  per  capita  ac- 
count. 
j      The  state  allows  $300  a  pupil  and  Sen- 
'  ator    Pattison,    chairman    of    the    com- 
i  mittee,  asked  Mrs.  Foster:  — 
I      "Do  you  expect  over  seventy-five  pu- 
j  pils?     Have  you  ever  had  over  seven- 
i  ty-five?" 


"No,  but  we  expect  to  have  more," 
said  Mrs.  Foster. 

Then  Miss  Hall  opposed  the  whole 
appropriation. 

"I  rise  to  object  to  this  appropria- 
tion," she  said.  "I  have  been  looking 
over  the  report  of  the  state  board  of 
education  for  the  blind  for  the  last  two 
years  and  the  board  seems  to  be  spend- 
ing one-third  more  than  the  best  in- 
stitutions in  the  country.  I  find  in 
conversation  with  many  eminent  edu- 
cators of  the  blind  that  we  are  throw- 
ing money  away.  I  believe  in  doing  all 
possible  for  the  blind,  but  when  I  look 
over  the  board's  accounts  and  see  mort- 
gages and  attorney  fees— and,  by  the 
way,  I  wonder  if  Mrs.  Foster  has  made 
allowance  for  attorney  fees  in  this — as 
a  taxpayer  I  object  to  this  appropria- 
tion. 

"A  large  number  of  those  at  the  Insti- 
tute for  the  Blind  are  there  year  after 
year  and  do  not  accomplish  anything.  I 
go  out  into  the  state  and  meet  these 
blind,  who  have  been  'graduated,'  as 
they  say,  and  they  tell  me  that  they 
can't  do  anything.  They  can't  even 
earn  a  living.  I  believe  it  is  a  squan- 
dering of  state  money  and  even  with 
the  trifle  of  taxes  that  I  pay  I  feel  en- 
titled to  say  something  against  this  ap- 
propriation. 

"I  know  just  how  this  stands  and  I 
have  known  it  for  the  last  dozen  years. 
This  place  is  not  run  right  and  it  is  not 
a  credit  to  the  state.  Only  this  morn- 
ing I  asked  a  business  man  to  look  over 
"the  report  and  he  said  it  was  nothing 
but  graft  from  the  state  of  Connecti- 
cut,    i  Agree  with  Wm."* 

Not  a  word  in  reply  to  Miap  feaiTs 
charges  was  said  and  the  hearing  was 
closed. 

The  committee  also  gave  a  hearing  on 
the  favorable  report  of  the  committee 
on  humane  institutions  relating  to  the 
establishment  of  a  commission  regard- 
ing the  care  of  dependent  and  neglect- 
ed children.  Miss  Hall,  Secretary  Kel- 
logg of  the  state  board  of  charities  and 
J.  Howard  Morse,  president  of  the  lo- 
cal charity  board,  urged  the  passage 
of  the  bill. 


Ha^rV^oTc^.dow^rvecL^v  Q>-o^V  ~  \  vvcxes 
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INFORMATION  WANTED, 

Before  the  appropriations  co^nmittee 
on  Tuesday.  Miss  Mary  Hall  repeated 
the  familiar  statement  that  the  trades 
department  of  the  Institute  for  the 
Blind  costs  more  than  it  comes  to.  One 
of— the  easiest  ways  to  get  some  idea 
of  the  truth  is  to  compare  the  nioney 
used  in  this  institution  with  the  num- 
ber of  pupils.  Take  the  report  of  Su- 
perintendent Jones  for  the  year  ending 
September  30,  1904.  It  appears  from 
page  37  that  at  the  date  of  the  report 
there  were  twenty-one  state  pupils, 
three  pupils  paid  for  by  their  friends  in 
Massachusetts,  and  eight  who  are  em- 
ployees. It  is  implied,  but  not  explic- 
itly said,  that  these  eight  ai;e  graduates 
of  the  institution.  Nor  does  it  appear 
Avhat  the  average  attendance  has  been 
for  the  two  years.  It  is  noted  that 
forty-six  different  persons  have  beeiil 
present,  including  the  employees  who'''| 
are  blind.  Assuming,  however,  thatlj 
the  twenty-one  state  pupils  said  to  be 
present  on  the  date  of  the  report  repre- 
sent the  average  number,  the  training 
of  these  twenty-one  involved  an  expen;»| 
diture  on  the  part  of  the  state,  that' 
year  of  $15,852.83,  some  part  of  which 
was  returned  by  the  sale  of  products 
of  the  shops.  Thus  there  was  paid  on 
account  of  the  printing  ofRce  $3,115.73, 
and  there  was  received  from  it  $2,202.18. 
The  workshops  cost  $5,313.47,  and  re- 
turned $4,643.97.  These  are  the  figures 
shown  by  the  statement,  'nut  it  is  im- 
possible to  determine  just  what  the  sit- 
uation is.  There  are  a.llusions  to  pay- 
ment to  pupils  for  overtime,  and  the 
lack  of  any  account  of  the  ^nanner  in 
which  instruction,  manufacture,  sales, 
loans,  and  half-a-dozen  other  things 
are  dealt  with  makes  it  impossible  to. 
obtain  from  the  report  a  clear  idea  of 
the  exact  situation.  It  does  appear, 
however,  that  part  of  the  receipts  foi 
the  year  was  the  sum  of  $3,000  from  a 


Special  state  appropriation  of  $  1 5 , OOOi 
This  is  entered  elsewhere  as  "working 
capital  for  institution,"  but  it  appearj 
in  the  table  already  cited  without  anj 
intimation  that  it  is  regarded  as  capi 
tal.  Without  it  there  would  have  beel 
a  balance  on  the  wrong  side  of  abou 
$1,400. 

All  allowance  being-  made  the  twenty 
one   state   pupils    would    seem    to   hav 
involved  an  expenditure  of  about  $13,00( 
Or  approximately  $620  a  year  per  capita 
Admittedly  this  is  only  an  approxima 
tion.     It    could    be    made    closer    if    th« 
statements      were      differently      made 
Turning-  to  the  report  of  the  secretarj 
of  the  state  board  of  education  for  th€ 
blind,   it   is   found   to   contain   no   men- 
tion   of    the    number    of    blind    person^ 
sent  to  the  Perkins  Institute  at  South' 
Boston  or  to  the  Hartford  institute,  in 
either  of  its  departments.       This  board 
is  charged  with  the  duty  of  contracting 
for   the  education   of  the  blind,    but   it 
gives  no  information  w^hatever  as  to  its 
official  action. 

The  common  feeling  among  those  ; 
W'ho  have  attempted  to  get  at  details  i.s  , 
that  there  is  loose  management,  which  ; 
involves  waste  of  money.  The  reports  ! 
do  not  give  such  information  as  the 
state  has  a  right  to  expect  in  public 
documents  meant  to  show  what  i« 
accomplished  with  $25,000  or  more  a 
year,  not  counting  the  great  appropria- 
tions which  have  been  made  again  and| 
again  to  erect  buildings  or  pay  off! 
debts  contracted  by  the  private  cor- 
poration with  which  the  state  board 
of  education  of  the  blind  makes  most  of 
its  contracts.  In  view  of  what  is  known 
and  what  is  not  known,  it  w^ould  seem 
to  be  the  duty  of  the  committee  on  ap- 
propriations to  delay  action  until  it  is 
better  informed  than  it  can  be  from 
anything  which  has  been  communi- 
cated to  it  publicly.  A  full,  open  in- 
quiry by  a  body  authorized  and  expect- 
ed to  master  the  complications  of  this 
involved  and  confusing  combination  of 
a.  state  board  and  a  privalte  corpora-j 
tion,  and  state  money  and  private  cap-| 
ital,  would  enable  the  state  to  know 
just  where  it  stands,  and  would  put 
an   end  to   any  criticism   that  rests  on 


misapprehension,  or  the  memory  oJ 
conditions  that  have  been  improved 
But  while  the  attitude  of  the  institute 
is  one  of  surly  defiance,  and  its  reports 
are  so-  difficult  to  understand,  no  genera 
pleclaration  that  it  means  well  is  enougl 
to  satisfy  the  dig-nity  of  the  state,  o 
make  it  clear  that  the  institute  shoub 
be   supported. 
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That  was  a  peculiar  statement  made 
by  Miss  Mary  Hall,  of  Hartford,  con- ) 
earning  the  charitable  boards  of  the 
i state,  when  it  was  intim'ated  that  graft 
was  rampant.  It  'should  be  remem- 
■  bered  that  Miss  Hall  is  not  acting 
I  officiaTly  now,  which  goe's  to  show  that 
f  t'hose  who  are  in  never  see  anything, 
'but  the  m^'menit  the  average  official 
loses  a  jo'b  others,  who  are  successful 
in  hanging  on,  are  guilty  of  'all  mannerj 
of  'things.  Funny,  isn't  it?  Had; 
Miss  Hall  'made  the  statement  hereto- 
fore that  .she  says  ishe  has  been  cogni-i 
zant  of  for  twelve  years,  it  would  have 
lo,oked  diffisrent;  buft  as  it  Is  her  words| 
iwill  have  little  ef&ect,  for  it  looks  very; 
mucfh  as  though  the  estimable  Miss 
Hall  was  trying  to  even  up  with  those! 
who,  to  a  cert'ain  extent,  'shared  ini 
placing  her  on  the  retired  list  of  thei 
charitaible  visiting  board  of  the  state.  ] 


Wa-TV^o-rA-,  C  oT\T\eQ-V  v  g.vi^'r  ■  C-o^xa-.w'r, 
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Blind   Institute    Bill    Recommitted. 

On  motion  of  Senator  Hammei', 
chairman  of  the  committee  on  edtuca- 
tion,  the  bill  placing  the  Institute  for 
the  Blind  under  the  care  of  the  state 
board    of   education    for    the    blind    was 

recommitted  to  the  education  commit- 
tee. '       *.*^SM 


H  a_T  \- V  o  T  a- ,  C  c  T^  ^fve  2.-\r  \.  c  \xV .  Co  v^r  a_^\  V , 


K?r>\   \'S,\^c5-, 


The    Blind    Institute.         '^^ 

The  report  of  the  education  cobimit- 
tee  favorable  to  placmg  the  control  of 
the  Institute  for  the  JBiind  in  charge  of 
the  board  of  education  for  the  blind, 
'recommitted,  was  reported  back  with 
minor  changes.  The  right  to  visit  the 
Institute  is  put  "exclusively"  iii  tb| 
board  of  education  for  the  bUnd,  and 
the  limitation  of  the  act  in  certam  fea- 
tures to  "legal"  blind  residents  is 
changed  bv  striking  out  the  word  "le- 
gal." The  bill  was  again  placed  on  the 
calendar. 


H^tWotcL,  Cov^^TcecLV C Q^Nj^V .  Lo^va-TLV 


The  following-  bill,  regarding  inspec- 
tions of  the  Connecticut  Institute  for 
the  Blind,  was  explained  by  Chairman 
Hammer  of  the  education  committee: — 

Section  1— The  right  to  visit,  inspect,  and 
report  concerningr  the  Connecticut  Insti- 
tute for  the  Blind  is  hereby  exclusively 
vested  in  the  board  of  education  for  the 
blind. 

Section  3— No  member  of  the  board  of 
education  for  the  blind  shall  be  an  officer 
or  trustee  of  the  Connecticut  Institute  for 
the  Blind,  or  a  member  of  the  advisory 
board  of  said  institution,  or  in  any  way 
connected  therewith. 

Section  3— All  of  the  departments  of  said 
Connecticut  Institute  for  the  Blind  shall 
be  visited  and  thoroughly  inspected  as  of- 
ten as  once  in  three  months  by  at  least 
two  members  of  the  board  of  education 
for  the  blind,  without  previous  notice  of 
such  visits  being  given  to  the  persons  in 
charge  of  such  departments. 

Section  4--Said  board  of  education  for 
the  blind  shall  annually,  on  or  before  the 
Monday  after  the  first  Wednesday  In  Jan- 
uary, submit  to  the  governor  its  report, 
containing  a  statement  of  the  doings  of 
the  board  during  the  preceding  year;  an 
nrcount  of  the  condition,  financial  and 
otherwise,  of  the  Connecticut  Institute 
for  the  Blind,  and  its  various  depart- 
Iments;  the  number  of  its  inmates;  th- 
number  of  blind  persons  from  this  stati 
I  being  educated  in  other  institutions,  un 
1  der  the  provisions  of  Section  22&0  of  th( 
1  General  Statutes,  and  such  other  informa 
j  tion  as  will  apprise  the  General  Assembl\ 
of  the  true  condition,  progress,  and  need: 
of  blind  persons  who  are  residents  of  thi( 
I  state  and  who  are  receiving  instructior 
'under  the  provisions  of  Chapter  ]4.3  of  th( 
j  General  Statutes  relating  to  the  educa 
Ition  of  the  blind,  and  of  all  other  blin( 
ipersons  who  are  residents  of  this  stat( 
'whose  cases  have  come  to  the  knowledg< 
of  said  board. 

i     Section  5— This  act  shall  take  effect  fron 
ilts  passage.  .. 


Senator  Hammer  said  that  the  bili 
was  the  result  of  the  combined  views  ol 
the  committee  on  education  and  human* 
institutions.  He  said  it  was  the  bes[ 
apparent  way  out  of  an  unpleasant  sit' 
uation.  The  bill  was  passed  withou 
objection. 

Before  the  matter  came  up  Senatoi 
McGovern  announced  to  several  person? 
that  he  was  against  the  bill,  believing 
that  the  institute  should  be  open  t( 
general  inspection.  A  litlte  later,  Josepl 
L.  Barbour,  attorney  for  the  Institut<^ 
interests,  had  a  talk  with  the  Senatoi 
and  when  the  time  for  action  came  th^ 
^senator  was   silent.  ' 


HcLTVf  or  A.,  Co^vveaVCcLOwV.  dovxTaLViV- 


The  House  concurred  witH  the  Sen- 
ate in  passing"  the  bill  vesting  the  right 

, to  visit,  inspect,  anil  report  concein- 
ing  the   Connecticut  Institute   for  |he 

^Isiind  in  the  board  of  education  for 
t  |)i>iilailMittffiWMiiiiWirmfir-tini^ 


Ha-T^^o-rd^.  Oo^TcSQ."t\^\xV.    \\^Tves 


"Sov^\^  O^^.  l^O^. 


'6o«rd  of; Education  for  the'Brind. 

'Secretary,  $1,800  per  year.  With  re- 
spect to  this  department  no  recom- 
mendations are  deemed  necressary  ^y 
your  committee. 


,.      Keports   from   Committees, 
''Appropriations — Favorable  on  resolu- 
tion   apropriating-    $52,000    to    the    siata; 
board  of.  education  for  the  i»J+'-" 


Mird  of  Bducation  of  Blind. 

The  board  of  education  of  the  blind 
held  its  annual  meeting  yesterday  at 
the  Capitol  and  transacted  routine  bus- 
'  iness.  Mrs.  Emily  W.  Foster,  the  sec- 
iretary,  was  appointed  a  delegate  to  the 
I  National  Education  Association  con- 
i  vention,  to  be  held  at  Asbury  Park  next 
month.  All  members  of  the  board  were 
I  present  and  Chief  Justice  Torrance  pre- 
sided at  the  request  of  Grovernor  Rob- 

'^"^-       -it.  I 


f 

^ 


Ha-TV^oTcLi  Cl&Tvneg-Vxc-OwV- Oovj^ra-TyV. 


I^^ol^tioiis  makffig'  appfopf  lattons 
/'for  the  public  library  committee  and 
making  appropriations  for  sundry  pur- 
poses; passed  in  concurrence.      /    '     ? 

Resolution  appropriating  $52,o6o  tot 
the  education  of  the  M4?id;  passed  in 
concurran<3e*=.  ..;H-:./r  :-,■■-  ,  ,-.- :...-.,■-■.-.-•-.,;:. 


I  I 


m 


Ha,TVS-oT- A..  (loTiT\ecL-\:\cLu^V.  v.ovjcra>YxV 


"3V\y  ^^,  \^oS. 


Governor    Approves    Bills. 

Governor  Roberts  has  approved  the 
following  bills:  State  board  of  educa- 
tion of  the  blind,  four  months,  $7,435.70; 
Hartford  Retreat  for  the  Insane,  quar- 
ter ended  June  30,  $858.29;  Norwich  Hos- 
pital, $1,250,  one-fourth  of  annual  appro- 
priation; Hiram  H.  Fox,  member  of 
state  board  of  mediation  and  arbitral 
tion,  January  1  to  July  1,  $55.80. 


I 

I 
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JOHN  D.  RUSHER  TO  'I 

SUCCEEDJVIRS.  FOSTER. 

Secretary    and     Treasarer     of     State 
Board  of  Bdncatlon  for  Blind. 

Mrs.  Emily  Wells  Foster,  for  eleven 
years  connected  fwith  the  state  board 
of  education  for  the  blind,  has  resigned 
as  secretary  and  treasurer  of  the  board 
and  will  be  succeeded  by  JoTin  Dunbar 
Rusher,  who  has  been  assisting-  her 
since  January.  Mrs.  Poster  retains  her 
membership  in  the  board  and  it  is  not 
■  necessary  for  Mr.  Rusher  to  be  a  mem- 
I  ber  to  hold  office. 

I  Mr.  Rusher  is  a  native  of  Flushing, 
!  L.  I.,  where  he  was  born  October  6,  1875, 
I  son  of  William  A.  Rusher.  He  went  to 
I  the  Brooklyn  Polytechnic  Institute,  was 


John  D.  Rusher. 


graduated  from  Tale  in  the  class  of 
'98,  in  which  were  a  number  of  Hart-, 
ford  men,  and  was  graduated  from  the 
Yale  Law  ScOiool  in  the  class  of  1901.1 
His  knowledge  in  that  line  will  be  par-j 
ticularly  useful  to  the  board,  and  his 
appointment  is  a  neat  compliment  to  his 
ability. 

Mrs.  Foster's  connection  with  the 
board  dates  from  its  origin  in  1893,  when 
she  was  made  assistant  secretary, 
holding  that  post  until  1901  when  she 
became  secretary  and  treasurer.  Her 
work  has  Increased  so  that  she  could 
not  well  carry  on  office  and  active  work 
both  and  for  that  reason  she  has  re- 
signed ner  offices  and  the  board  has  ac- 
cepted the  resignation.  Mr.  Rusher's 
appointment  will  date  from  October  1. 


VsiaLV^rJa^TY)  Clo-Y%^r>.eg>V\^Q.vxV.  I-ig>nr\oQ.Ta--V. 


^^^Verrxlber  -^"X,  A^oS'. 


Mrs  Emily  Wells  Foster,  for^eie^'eu  | 
years  connected  with  the  state  l)oard  ] 
of   education   for   the   blind,    has     re-  | 
signed  as   secretary   and  treasurer   of  i 
the  board  and  will  be  succeeded     by 
John  Dunbar  Rusher,  who  has  been  as- 
sising  her  since  January.     Mrs  Foster 
retains  her  membership  in  the  board. 


I 


THURSDAY,    SPTEMBER    28,    1905 

Mrs.     Emily     Wells    Foster,     for     eleven 
years   connected   with   the    State   Board   of 

1 

Education  for  tfce  Blind  at  Hartford,  Conn., 
has  resigned  as  secretary  and  treasurer  of 
the  board  and  will  be  succeeded  by  John 
Dunbar  Rusher,  who  has  been  assisting  her 
since  January.  Mr.  Rusher  is  a  native  of 
Flushing,  L.  I.,  where  he  was  born  Oct.  C, 
1875.  He  went  to  the  Brooklyn  Polytechnic 
Institute,  was  graduated  at  Yale  in  the 
class  of  '98  and  at  the  Tale  Law  School  in 
the  class  of  li»01.  Mrs.  Foster's  connection 
with  the  board  dates  from  its  origin,  in 
1893,  when  she  was  made  assistant  secre- 
tary, holding  that  post  until  1901,  when  she 
became  secretary. and  treasurer. 


The  Woman's  Journal 

i  BOSTON,  OCTOBER  7,  1905. 

I  Mrs.  Emily  Wells  Foster,  for  eleven 
I  years  connected  with  the  State  Board  of 
Education  for  the  Blind  at  Hartford, 
Conn.,  has  resigned  as  secretary  and  treas: 
urer  of  the  board  and  will  be  succeeded 
by  John  Dunbar  Rusher,  who  has  been 
assisting  her  since  January.  Mrs.  Fos- 
ter's connection  with  the  board  dates 
from  its  origin,  in  1893,  when  she  was 
'  made  assistant  secretary,  holding  that 
post  until  1901,  when  she  became  secre- 
tary and  treasurer. 
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TVoveva^b^v  xS^,  l^oS'. 


Rare  Opportunity  for  Connecticut. 

Perhaps  our  title  should  read  "A  Rare 
Achievement  as  Well  as  Opportunity  of 
the  State  of  Connecticut."  For  any 
recognition  of  her  opportunity  should 
Include  a  recognition  of  things  already 
done  in  the  special  line  to  which  our 
caption  refers,  that,  namely,  of  her  care 
for  the  mental,  moral  and  industrial 
education  of  her  blind. 

A  great  pleasure  has  it  been  to  peruse 
for  the  first  time  a  report  of  the  Con- 
necticut   Board    of    Education    for    the 
|Blind^^^'KJbLP«&»work  stray  paragraphs 
ihave  made  mention  from  time  to  time, 
but    the    inner    essence    and    quality    of 
which  we  now  for  the  first  time  fully 
appreciate.       To     refer     first     to      the 
"achievement,"    it    may   in    a   sense   be 
classified    undor    the    triple   heading    of 
An  Industrial  Training  School  for  Blind 
I  Adults.    A   School   for   Their  Education 
j  frorh  Infancy  Upward  (heretotore  known 
as  A  Kindergarten  for  Blind  Children); 
I  and   the   appropriation  by  the  State  of 
the  generous  sum  of  three  hundred  dol- 
lars per  capita  per  year  for  all  inmates 
of    both    these    institutions.   \  It    is    one 
thing  to  institute  a  kindergarten  and  an 
industrial  training  school,  and  quite  an- 
other to  make  such  liberal  provision  for 
their   maintenance.       ' 
!      The    Industrial    School,    with   varying 
fortunes  of  its  own  during  the  past  fif- 
teen   years, .has   now   an    equipment   of 
teachers  and  appliances  by  which  blind 
men    and     women     are     taught     basket 
making,    broom    making,    printing,    and. 
both    vocal     and     instrumental     music. 
Under  the  last  head  are  included  all  the 
various   instruments   used   by   members 
I  of  orchestra  and  brass  band.  The  testi- 
;  monials   to  the   excellence   of  the  play- 
ing  of   this     band     are     numerous    and 
high.    The  individual  performers  have  a 


source  of  income;  a  source  of  deep  and 
lively  personal  pleasure;  and  a  power  of 
giving  lively  pleasure  to  other  people 
at  one  and  the  same  time.  As  at 
Hampton,  in  the  education  of  the  col- 
ored,and  as  at  Carlisle,  in  the  education 
'ftf  the' Indians,  this  feature  of  the  insti- 
ij  Ion  is  ct  pronounced  success,  and 
acabtless  has  been  a  main  attraction  in 
drawing-  to  JIarttord  from  eight  other 
Stares  citizeis  inteiU  on  similar  in- 
stitildons  in  ..ether  parts,  of  the  coun- 
try. Connecticut,  has  mdeed  reason  to 
be  proud  of  this  institution. 

The  school  for  the  education  of  chil- 
dren has  had  an  organic  growth  of  Its 
own,  ideally  good,  since  its  growth  has 
proceeded  along  Nature's  ov>'n  lines  of 
development,  those,  namely,  originating 
in  the  philanthropic  instincts  of  phil- 
anthropic women;  and  persistently  fol- 
lowed where  the  teaching  of  the  inborn 
philanthropic  iinpul«e,  and  broad,  alert 
intelligence  coincide  to  direct.  Little 
babies  (sometimes  otherwise  uncared 
for)  have  been  taken;  gently  nursed  and 
guarded;  inducted  into  habits  of  obe- 
dience and  truthfulness — exactly  as  a 
patient  and  devoted  mother  would  lead 
a  child  ;^  taught  in  accordance  with  the 
methods  of  ihe  kindergarten  idea; 
gradually'  brought  on  and  up  into  the 
study  of  the  common  school  branches; 
until,  in  a  surprising  maturity  of 
thought  and  acquirement,  they  are 
ready  to  enter  the  Industrial  School  for 
Adults.  If  anywhere  in  the  country,  the 
Perkins  institute  at  Boston  not  except- 
ed, these  ideas  have  been  more  faith- 
fully acted  upon,  we  know  not  where 
to  look  to  find  it.  In  fact,  if  we  are 
rightly  informed,  the  Perkins  institute 
by  no  means  so  carefully  seai'ches  for , 
blind  infants  and  children  as  does  the 
Connecticut  institution.  For  in  Massa- 
chusetts the  State  applies  g.  certain 
definite  sum  to  the  Perkins  institute, 
irrespective  of  tlie  number  of  pupils, 
and  of  course  with  only  a  given  amount 
to  carry  on  the  work  the  impulse  to  ob- 
tain new  pupils  is  by  no  means  so  live- 
ly and  constant  as  where  there  is  the 
per  capita  appropriation. 

So  much  for  the  achievements  of  the 
past,  on  which  we  heartily  congratulate 
our  sister  State.  And  we  beg  further 
to  take  the  liberty  of  a  suggestion 
simply  out  of  our  warm  appreciation  of 
the  past  work.  The  "opportunity"  to 
which  our  caption  has  reference  is  that 
of  enlarged  provision  for  the  needs  of 
these  institutions. 


For  some  of  our  Springfield  citizens, 
moved  by  the  accounts  that  have  come 
to  us,  have  made  the  pleasant  pil- 
grimage from  Springfield  to  Hartford  to 
study  on  the  spot  these  admirable  train- 
ing schools.  The  wants  for  more  com- 
modious and  convenient  buildings,  par- 
ticularly of  the  "school,"  would  seem 
to  be  urgent.  (Vide  the  September  cir- 
cular.) "Eyesight,  space  and  liberty," 
dear  to  all  mankind,  are,  alas,  debarred 
from  the  blind,  in  so  far  as  the  "eye- 
sight" is  concerned.  Possibly  so  much 
the  more  should  ample  provision  be 
made  for  "space  and  liberty;"  for  con- 
venience of  administration  by  day  and 
tranquil  rest  by  night;  for  a  play- 
ground for  the  children;  for  the  prac- 
tice of  their  most  intereting  and  pleas- 
ure-giving study  of  music.  Great 
economy  of  administration  has  been  al- 
ways observed;  careful  and  conscien- 
tious study  of  what  is  best  has  attend- 
ed all  the  development;  and  for  an  ap- 
propriate and  honorable  fruition  desired 
by  the  promoters  and  lovers  of  this  in- 
stitution new  buildings.  ,^re  wanted, 
adapted,  as  indicated  above,  to  the 
needs  of  the  pupil.  If  this  appeal  could 
more  appropriately  be  made  by  a  Con- 
necticut journal,  we  have  only  to  say 
"out  of  the  abundance  of  the  heart  the 
mouth  speaketh."  In  a  sense,  we  are 
citizens  of  Springfield  looking  on.  In 
another  sense,  we  are  participating, 
(Since  this  work  appeals  to  all  of  the  best 
altruism  of  civilized  people  everywhere; 
I  As  a  matter  of  fact,  Springfield  has 
given  something  other  than  moral  sup- 
port to  these  undertakings.  We  beg 
I  leave  to  suggest  in  the  same  breath  in 
j  which  we  most  heartily  congratulate 
I  and  most  earnestly  thank.  As  the  mat- 
j  ter  stands  now  our  sister  State  has  a 
I  proud  record.  'By  one  stroke  it  seems 
to  us  she  could  attain  a  veritable  and 
nobTft^,  climax. 
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